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Sir, 

A review of incidents of rape from 
police records in Ibadan, Nigeria 

Introduction 
Sexual cocrcion is a ser ious publ ic health p rob lem in m a n y 
countries of the world. Sexual coc rc ion is the use of forcc 
or the attempt to forcc ano the r individual through vio-
lence, threats, verbal insis tence, decept ion , cultural expec-
tations, and economic c i r c u m s t a n c e s to e n g a g e in any 
sexual activity against his o r her wi l l . Sexua l cocrc ion is a 
continuum of behaviours r ang ing f r o m u n w a n t e d touch, 
verbal intimidation, rape, to cul tura l expec ta t ions that re-
quire girls to marry and have sexual in te rcourse with men 
against their will [1]. A l though sexua l cocrc ion a f fcc t s 
both genders, w o m e n arc m o r e l ikely than men to be vic-
tims of cocrcion [2-3]. 

Coerced sex is o f publ ic heal th concc rn not only 
because it re inforces w o m e n ' s subord ina t ion to m e n but 
also due to its devas ta t ing impac t on the r ep roduc t ive 
health of vict ims [1]. C o n c e r n abou t coc rc ive sex has 
heightened in rcccnt yea r s bccausc o f its associa t ion wi th 
HIV infection [4]. Forced sex is l inked with HIV infection 
in three ways. Firstly, coe rc ivc sex direct ly increases a 
woman's risk for HIV through resu l t ing phys ica l t rauma 
[5-6] which crcates a p a t h w a y fo r HIV to en te r a w o m a n ' s 
body during sex with an infcc tcd pe r son . A s tudy f rom 
Rwanda found that w o m e n w h o had exper ienced forced 
sex were significantly m o r e likely to be infected with HIV 
than those who had not [5]. Secondly , use o f v io lence and 
threat of violence in sexual relat ionships undermine a w o m -
an's ability to negotiate sa fe - sex wi th the perpet ra tor o f 
sexual coercion. Finally, w o m e n w h o have been v ic t ims of 
sexual abuse during ch i ldhood h a v e g rea te r p ropens i ty to 
participate in risky sexual activities as adolcsccnts or adults 
thereby increasing their chance of in fec t ion wi th HIV [6]. 

Rape is the mos t severe fo rm o f sexual cocrc ion 
and it is a criminal o f f e n c c in m a n y count r ies , inc luding 
Nigeria where convicted perpet ra tors a re l iable to su f f e r 
long jail terms. There arc three sexua l - re la ted o f f e n c e s in 
the Nigerian laws, namely rape, a t tempt to rape, and defi le-
ment. Rape and the at tempt to rape a rc pun i shab le by life 
imprisonment and 14 years impr i sonmen t for conv ic tcd 
perpetrators respectively. Def i l ement is sexua l in tercourse 
with a girl under the age of 13 years , an o f f e n c c a l so pun-
ishable by life imprisonment [7], Desp i t e the ex i s tence of 
these laws victims of rape se ldom seek judic ia l redress [8]. 

Until recently few s tudies in Niger ia have investi-
gated rape because of the sensi t iv i ty assoc ia ted with it. 
The few available surveys on rape have focuscd main ly 
on young persons and found p reva lence r ang ing f rom 4 % 
among female apprentices [9], 4 . 4 % in secondary school 
students [10], to 6 % in y o u n g f ema le h a w k e r s w o r k i n g in 

bus and truck s ta t ions in urban areas [8]. Recent s tudies 
arc beg inn ing to s h o w that y o u n g males are also vulner-
able to rape and o ther fo rms o f coerc ion [6]. O n e quali ta-
tive s tudy explored the c o n s c q u e n c e s of rape and health 
seek ing behav iour th rough in-depth interviews of v ic t ims 
[ I I ] . An ear l ier s tudy by O r u b u l o y c and col leagues [ 12] 
found that 15% o f 4 6 7 f ema le hawker s lost their virginity 
to rape perpetrated by commerc ia l drivers. Omorodion and 
Olusanya rev iewed ease notes of rape vic t ims in Benin 
Ci ty and ca tcgor iscd rape c o m m o n in female adolcsccnts 
into three types: domes t i c rape, gang rape and classical 
rape perpetra ted by u n k n o w n assai lants [ 13]. 

Al though these s tudies have improved the under-
s tanding of rape and related p rob lems a m o n g young per-
sons, not enough at tent ion has so far been paid to collec-
tion o f data on rape f rom c r ime records. Yet, it is important 
to collcct da ta on rape f rom this source bccausc c r ime 
records yield informat ion on judic ia l invest igat ions and 
ou t comes of rape eases that are of ten diff icul t to collect in 
surveys. Few publ i shed s tudies are avai lable on rape f rom 
cr ime records [14]. T h i s pilot s tudy rev iews records of 
rape cases reported by v ic t ims to the Nigeria Police in 
Ibadan, Nigeria in 2002. 

M a t e r i a l s a n d m e t h o d s 
Off ic ia l approval for the s tudy was received f rom the O y o 
State C o m m i s s i o n e r o f Police. An in-depth interview w a s 
held with the pol ice o f f i ce r in charge of sex-related of-
fences at the O y o State Pol icc C o m m a n d revealed that 
there are 22 divis ional pol ice s ta t ions in the city and that 
the rape eases repor ted in each station are sent month ly to 
the M a n a g e m e n t Serv ice Depar tment ( M S D ) at the state 
headquar ters whe re they are entered into Cr imes Returns 
Ledger ( C R L ) for col la t ion. It w a s a l so found that the de-
tails about each case are ava i lab le in the case file devel-
oped by the pol ice for each vict im at the stations. 

Seventeen (77%) o f the 22 d iv is ions reported at 
least one case o f rape in 2002 w h e n the s tudy w a s con-
ducted . A ques t ionnai re w a s used to extract relevant infor-
mat ion f rom each case inc luding demograph ic prof i le o f 
v ic t ims and the perpetrator , the person w h o reported the 
case ( w h e t h e r or not it w a s repor ted by parents or the 
v ic t ims herse l f ) , the c i r cums tance leading to the rape and 
the s cene of the c r ime . T h e n a m e s of v ic t ims were not 
d o c u m e n t e d to protect their privacy. Al though the infor-
mat ion in the C R L at the M S D s h o w e d that a total o f 124 
c a s e s of r ape w e r e r epo r t ed f r o m 17 pol icc d iv is ions , 
rccords were ava i lab le for r ev iew for only 37 (29 .8%) of 
v ic t ims . T h e rccords of 87 were not avai lable for review 
because s o m e w e r e miss ing or in the cus tody of police 
o f f i ce r s respons ib le for invest igat ion w h o had been trans-
ferred outs ide Ibadan . 

Resu l t s 
Profile of rape victims 
All the v ic t ims w e r e f ema les w h o s e ages ranged f rom 6 to 
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35 years with a mean of 15.8 (SD 5.61). Almost all (83.8%) 
the women had never been married (Table 1). Concerning 
schooling, the women had mainly primary (35.1 %) and sec-

Table 2: Context of rape in one years in Ibadan. Nigeria 
(n—17) 

Item No. 

were pupils or students and Christianity was the dominant Perpetrator 
religion (56.5%). Neighbour 6 16.2 

Acquaintance 12 32.5 
Family friend 2 5.4 

Table 1: Profile of rape v ictims in Ibadan in one year (n-17) Stranger 8 21.6 
Co-tenant 4 10.8 

Item No. % Others* 5 13.5 
Location of rape 

Age Perpetrators home 20 54.1 
5-9 6 16.2 Victims home 8 21.6 

10-14 8 21.6 Roadside 5 13.5 
15-19 16 43.3 Others* 4 10.8 
20 and above 7 18.9 Nature of rape 
Marital status Gang rape 13 35.1 
Single (never married) 31 83.8 Single person rape 24 64.9 
Married 2 5.4 Sought health care 
NA 4 10.8 Yes 29 78.4 
Educational status No 8 21.6 
Primary 13 35.1 Prior history of rape 
Secondary 14 37.8 Yes 4 10.8 
NA 10 27.1 No 23 62.1 
Occupation NA 10 27.1 
Pupil/student 25 67.6 Outcome of report to police 
Apprentice 5 13.5 Case withdrawn 21 56.8 
Others* 7 18.9 Perpetrator jailed/in custody 6 16.2 
Religion Case under investigation 5 13.5 
Christian 21 56.5 Perpetrator absconded 5 13.5 
Moslem 16 43.5 

* Class mates, relatives 
•Others are hawkerts. trade. civil servant, waitress and s ;c.v worker * * School, uncompleted building 

Context of rape 
All the incidents of rape were perpet ra ted by males in-
c luding acquain tances (32 .5%), s t rangers (21 .6%) and 
neighbours (16.1 %) of the vict ims (Table 2). More than 
half (54 .1%) of the incident o f rape occurred in the 
homes of the perpetrators , 21 .6% took place in the vic-
t ims ' home and 13.5% took place a long the roadside. 
Thi r ty- f ive percent of the vic t ims were raped by more 
than one person and the n u m b e r of perpe t ra tors in-
volved in the gang rape ranged f rom 2-3. With respect 
to health seeking behaviour , a large major i ty (78 .4%) 
sought care fo l lowing the incident of rape, 2 2 . 6 % did 
not. A m o n g those who did, v ic t ims reportedly received 
care mainly from a private hospital , general or teaching 
hospital . About 10% of the v ic t ims had a pr ior history 
of rape. The police terminated its investigation and pros-
ecution of 56 .8% cases because paren ts and guard ians 
of vict ims requested them to do so. Invest igat ion and 
trial of 16% of o f f ende r s had been conc luded in which 
perpetrators had been ja i led , while the trial of 13.5% of 
perpe t ra to rs had been s u s p e n d e d because they had 
reportedly absconded . 

Concerning the profi le o f the perpetrators, forty-
three men, whose ages ranged from 14-85 years, perpe-
trated the rape. The rapists were mainly young persons 
(70%) belonging to 14-23 years age group (Table 3). The 
majority of these men are students, commercial taxi/bus 
drivers or apprentices. Forty-two percent of the men were 
single, 40% were married. 

Discussion 
There are two limitations to this type of study. First, rape 
reported to the police may be a tip of the iceberg of sexual 
cocrcion [15] because the s t igma associated with this 
behaviour in Nigeria discourages victims from reporting 
to the police or seeking judicial redress. Another disincen-
tive for reporting rape to law enforcement agencies is the 
judgemental atti tude of police and prosecutors which ex-
acerbate rather than ameliorate the experience of v ictims 
[16]. As a result many victims may prefer to sutler in si-
lence than report incidence of rape to the police. Secondly, 
the high proportion of missing data indicates the limited 
capacity of the police in Nigeria to keep accurate sexual-
related cr ime data. Therefore, the results of this study must 
be interpreted with caution. 
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Table 3: Profile of perpet ra tors o f rape in Ibadan , Niger ia 
(n-17) 

Item No . % 

Age 
I M S 11 25 .6 
19-23 19 44 .2 
24-28 6 14 
29-33 1 2 .3 
34 and above 4 9 .3 
NA 2 4 .7 
Occupation 
Commercial bus driver 6 14 
Factory worker 4 9 .3 
Bus conductor 3 6 .9 
Trader 5 11.6 
Student 10 23 .2 
Apprentice 3 6 .9 
Others* 12 27 .9 
Marital status 
Single 18 4 1 . 9 
Married 17 39 .5 
NA 8 18.6 
Level of education 
None 3 6 .9 
Primary 1 2 .3 
Secondary 21 4 8 . 8 
Tertiary 3 6 .5 
NA 15 34 .9 
Religion 
Islam 2 2 51 .2 
Christianity 2 0 4 6 . 5 
NA 1 2 .3 

Despite these l imi ta t ions , t h e s t u d y has p rov ided 
some useful informat ion on r ape in th i s a rea . T h e n u m b e r 
of cases in this study is h ighe r than the 19 inc iden t s o f 
rape reported by Obot [14] w h o r e v i e w e d in 1989 po l ice 
records for six years. T h e d i f f e r e n c e m a y be an indica t ion 
of changing attitude to d i sc losure o f this type o f behav iour . 
All the victims were raped main ly by p e o p l e that they k n e w 
or were acquainted wi th , a f i n d i n g cons i s t en t wi th s u r v e y 
data which conf i rms that pe rpe t r a to r s o f r ape a r e typ ica l ly 
people well known to their v ic t ims , i n c l u d i n g peers , int i-
mate partners and relatives [1-3,15]. O n e s tudy f r o m Lima 
Peru, found 90% of young m o t h e r s a g e d 12-16 yea r s w e r e 
victims of rape perpetra ted by fa the rs , s t e p - f a t h e r s a n d 
other male relatives [ 17] 

The fact that the m a j o r i t y o f the v i c t i m s o f r ape 
are girls suggests that rape p r imar i l y a f f e c t s o n l y f e m a l e . 
However, survey f indings are inc reas ing ly s h o w i n g that 
boys also experience forced sex [10,16] , Fo r e x a m p l e , o n e 
study from Swaziland s h o w s that b o y s w e r e s o d o m i s e d 
by men who offered their v ic t ims g lue to k e e p them " h i g h " 
during the act [ 18]. More s tudies a re n e e d e d to e x p l o r e the 
context in which non-consensua l sex o c c u r in boys . 

T h e r e s u l t s a l s o p r o v i d e i n s i g h t i n t o t h e 
experiences of rape victims. Abou t 3 5 % of the v ic t ims w e r e 

raped by g a n g s w h i l e 2 2 % did not r ece ive medica l care. 
O m o r o d i o n and O l u s a n y a found a s imilar problem in Benin 
w h e r e 4 6 % o f the v i c t ims o f sexua l assaul t w e r e raped by 
g a n g s [13 ] . T h i s r a i s e s c o n c e r n a b o u t the p h y s i c a l , 
p sycho log i ca l i m p a c t o f fo rced sex on the v ic t ims. Forced 
sex also puts y o u n g girls at h igher risk of MI V as r ipping and 
tearing of the vaginal wal l s facilitates / / / K infection [ 19]. 

T h e s tudy h igh l igh t s the cha l l enges involved in 
p rosecu t ing sexua l - re la ted o f f e n c c s in Niger ia . Desp i te le-
gal p rov is ion for p rosecu t ion of sexua l o f f e n c e s [7] the 
po l i cc s t o p p e d its inves t iga t ions o f a g o o d n u m b e r of the 
c a s e s d u e to r e q u e s t s f r o m p a r e n t s o r g u a r d i a n s w h o 
w a n t e d s u c h c a s e s to b e w i t h d r a w n . T h i s a c t i o n is 
u n a c c e p t a b l e but m u s t be unde r s tood wi th in the social 
and cul tura l con tcx t o f the se t t ing of the study. T h e r e is a 
c o m m o n bel ie f in Nige r i a that f e m a l e v ic t ims of rape will 
expe r i ence great d i f f i cu l ty in f ind ing a sui table spouse [8]. 
T h u s , pa r en t s /gua rd i ans o f v i c t ims reques ted te rmina t ion 
of inves t iga t ion and p rosecu t ion of the rapis ts in o rde r to 
avoid the publ ic i ty wh ich w o u l d result if the case is tried in 
court . In addi t ion , v i c t ims o f rape and o ther fo rms of s exu-
al coc rc ion in Nige r i a m a y be l i eve that it is their lot to 
e n d u r e s u c h v io l en t ac t [20] . F ina l ly the re a r e m a n y 
d i f f i cu l t i e s i nvo lved in s e e k i n g r ed res s for rape in the 
Niger ian legal sys tem. For example , the condi t ions required 
fo r c o n v i c t i o n o f r ape a r e s t r i ngen t . A c c o r d i n g to the 
Cr imina l L a w s o f O y o S ta te the essent ia l r equ i r emen t s for 
conv ic t ing a pe rpe t ra to r o f rape arc that sexua l in te rcourse 
w a s fo rced , that there is e v i d e n c e of m a r k s of v io lence on 
the b o d y of the v ic t im, that there is a s ign o f s t ruggle at the 
s c e n e o f rape, that the v ic t im m a d e an ou tc ry w h e r e b y s h e 
can be heard , that the i m m e d i a t e report o f sexual coc rc ion 
is extracted f rom the vict im without force and that the victim 
s u b m i t s he r se l f fo r med ica l examina t ion . 7 Consequen t l y 
perpe t ra tors o f r ape go u n p u n i s h e d wh i l e v ic t ims con t inue 
to su f fe r in si lence. Yet, pun i shmen t is a necessary deterrent 
fo r r ape and o the r f o r m s o f sexua l coerc ion . T h i s p rob l em 
p o s e s o n e o f the m a j o r c h a l l e n g e s to a d d r e s s i n g rape-
related p r o b l e m s in Niger ia . 

We c o n c l u d e by r e c o m m e n d i n g a large sca lc 
r ev i ew of po l i cc r eco rds to fu l ly u n d e r s t a n d the ex ten t o f 
the p r o b l e m in th is e n v i r o n m e n t . Publ ic en l i gh t enmen t 
p r o g r a m s th rough the m e d i a a re requi red to r educe the 
s t i g m a a s s o c i a t e d w i t h r a p e a n d e n c o u r a g e g r e a t e r 
d i s c l o s u r e of t h e p r o b l e m w h i c h in tu rn wil l lead to 
p rosecu t ion o f pe rpe t r a to r s . 
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