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Book review 

Handbook of Drugs for Tropical Parasitic Infections 

L. L. Gustafsson. B Becrman, Y. A. Abdi. Tay lo r& Francis. London. 1987.
Hardback £24 CK). paperback £1 1 (X). 

T h i s H a n d b o o k covers the c h e m o t h e r a p y of 
spec i f i c t rop ica l parasi t ic d iseases . T h e m a n a g e -
m e n t of ec toparas i t e s such as S a r c o p t e s a n d 
P e d i c u l u s a re not cove red , a l though t h e y m a y 
o c c u r in the t ropics as well as in t e m p e r a t e 
z o n e s . 

T h e m a i n par t of the H a n d b o o k cons i s t s of a 
s e r i e s of s h o r t , concise and i n f o r m a t i v e s u m -
m a r i e s of t h e var ious c h e m o t h e r a p e u t i c a g e n t s , 
w h i c h a r e a r r a n g e d in a lphabet ica l o r d e r . T h i s 
w o r k s we l l , a l though an t imony c o m p o u n d s d o 
a p p e a r in t h r e e places — under A n t i m o n y (tr i-
v a l e n t ) . M e g l u m i n e A n t i m o n y , a n d a l so as 
S o d i u m A n t i m o n y G lucona t e . H o w e v e r , t h e r e 
is a g o o d index so locating the d r u g r e q u i r e d is 
no t a p r o b l e m . 

T h e cho ice of d r u g for any given i n f e s t a t i o n is 
a i d e d by t w o tables at the beg inn ing of t h e 
b o o k , w h e r e condi t ions a re classif ied u n d e r 
S p o r o z o a l a n d Helminthic in fec t ions , a n d 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s given as to the mos t s u i t a b l e 
d r u g s fo r use , toge ther with brief c o m m e n t s o n 
any spec ia l c i rcumstances s u r r o u n d i n g the i r 
use . T h e s e tables allow o n e to re fe r easi ly to t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e section in the main p a r t of t h e 
H a n d b o o k . 

E a c h d r u g is concisely and clearly descr ibed 
u n d e r a n u m b e r of s t anda rd sub-headings , 
c o v e r i n g s t r u c t u r e , physical p roper t i e s , phar-
m a c o l o g y . p h a r m a c o k i n e t i c s , clinical trials, 
cl inical ind ica t ions for use . contra- indicat ions , 
s i d e - e f f e c t s a n d d o s a g e . Each summary ends 
wi th a n o t e o n the p r e p a r a t i o n s available, and 
t h e n a m e of t h e supp l ie r , plus a n u m b e r of 
r e f e r e n c e s for those requir ing fu r the r detai led 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the d rug . T h e note on prepara-
t ions a n d supp l i e r is of par t icular value in the 
t r o p i c s , w h e r e m a n y d rugs are not easily avail-
a b l e : p e r h a p s in the next edi t ion there may also 
be an i n d e x giving the address of suppliers 
l i s ted , as not all of t hem have agencies in every 
t rop ica l a r e a w h e r e this I l a n d b o o k will be used. 

T h i s is an excel lent a n d valuable book , which 
s h o u l d ce r ta in ly be readily avai lable in clinics 
w h e r e pa ras i t i c d iseases may be t rea ted . Refer-
e n c e to its c o n t e n t s is quick and easy, and the 
i n f o r m a t i o n given will enab le the clinician to 
o f f e r s a f e a n d e f fec t ive t r ea tment to his
p a t i e n t s . At £11 .(H) for the paperback edit ion it
r e p r e s e n t s very g o o d value for money for a
v a l u a b l e ' w o r k i n g ' text .

Prof. / ) . MonU'fiore 

247 

DIG
ITIZED BY E-LA

TUNDE O
DEKU LI

BRARY C
OLL

EGE O
F M

EDIC
IN

E, U
I




