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ABSTRACT
tﬂmf “figﬁl‘ arc fundumental hasic nghis which children are entitied 10 as contained tn
the—tntemnati®nal Child Rights Convention (ICRC) and the Nigerian Child Rights \ct
MR\‘ The EOmponents of these nights which have influence on child’s health and
detelopment include: nights 10 ceducation, protection from abusc and gurdance mn
decrSion-making: Parems” knowledge and compliance is paramount to achseving the goal
of the Act but this has not becn adcquately investigated in Nigeria This study was

therelore conducted in Ibadian North 1.0eal Government Arca (INLGA) 1o investigate the

knowicdge, ittitude and practice of parents on child’s rights

A 1iWc-stage sampling techmgue wias used 10 sclect the L.GA, wards. community.
houschold and 432 parents of childdren aged <I8ycars from inner-core. transitional and
penpheral developmental region. A semi-structured questionnairc comprising some of the
child’s nght components vere used 1o assess parent’s knowledge. atitude and preciice
Knowledge ahout child’s nghts was assessed using 12-point scale; scores <5 and >3 were
grouped as poor. tair and good respectively. Atutude tovvands child’s rights was assessed
with a 10-itcm Likert scale: scores of <5 and >5 were categorised as ncgolive and
positive respectisely. Clnld's nghts proctice was assessed on 8-point scale and scores of
<3 and >4 were considercd poor and good respectively. Six Focus Group Discussion
(ECGDs) scsstons were conducted. Quauntitstive data were analysed using descnpine

statisttes. Chi-sguare test 61 0,5% level of significance while ualitative dute were
subjected 1o theniatic analysis.

Respondents™ mean age s 44 711 .6 ycars. 53.9% werce females and 62.7% hod at least
sccondary cducavion. lhere wwas better awiarcness of NCRA (18.3%) than the 1ICRC
(1.99%). Respondents with poor. fair and good knowlcdge of child’s nghis were 81.0%,
11 5% and 7.5% respectively. Anarencyy about the NCRA was signtlicantly assotiated
with gender (p+®.00:), educaliolt {p=0.000), and area of residence (p=0.000). The
opinion ol 730%: rc spondents was (hat children should be allowed to excreisc their nghts
only when they becorne leenagers, Significandy, respondents’ area ol residenv: hud
ussociation ihir attitude 1owisrds the child’s right (p*0.050}, The NCRA peactices which
promote child’x good healih included: sending them 10 school (90.0%). husuing 1he Lisk a

\l.



sion-making process (90.3%). Bad
Yack o 1 {-‘bﬂ:cment of laws were listed b)‘

limiting the compliance with Child's Rights Act.
" e

] . .
aware of the Child’s Rights Acts but reportedly practiced some
£ s :?-'*., responsibility 10 the health and developnient of the child.
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> dwilrencess & _'“mprm!cnhc knowledge of the Act.

1 be reinforced and public enlightenment put in place to

';';.;‘1 s Rights Act, Parent’s knowlcdge. atutede. Child's health, Child's
development

-
T ¥ -:._-}.' .

N’ ~




he text

INE: INTRODUC 1ION
d 1o study

atcment of the probiem
o
| \q:quf the study

1o ‘ 5L f*h_&ﬁcﬂons

.6 bypothesis

of the sudy

ns of the study

Op ﬂl.bﬂlﬂl"klmﬂib.lml’ terns

L TWO, LITERATURE REVIEW

_‘-}I “;I“:,, c&

‘mu.ml the Rights of the Child

vii

X11§

Xiv

]

& o W 4 N > O

il



2352,
1.5.3.
254

255

2.5.6.
2517.
258,
259,
2.5.00.

2.5.11.
2.542.

2.6

Right (v Sursaval

[he ‘right 16 proper feeding and nuirnion
Fhe mght1o life belore and after binth
The rikht 1o decent sheller and clothing

The night to Development
Right 10 Education

Right 1o parcntal Jove and eare
Right to play and leisure

Right 1o protection

Ragtht to protection aguinst all Tortns of mistreatment. abuse, neglect
And cxploination

Raght o protection against harmful situations and practices

Ryght 10 participation

Participatson 111 11 matters affecing their lives depending on their
age and ability

L egustative measures 1o promote child’s rights to basic hcalth
and wclfarc

Mcasures to prevent child trofticking

Health Eftects ot denyang Chialdren their Rights
Protection trom Child Labour

lcalth ctfect of child Labour

Solution Sugyested

Viutence against Children

Interventions to protect of violationol Child's Right

Implementatisn of the child’s Right Actin Nigenao
(Conceplual framework

CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY

Study deign

Descnpvon ol study' ancd
Study vunadbles

Study population

Eligibility critlena

Inclusion Cniena

Vil

33

34
36
36

36
37
38
39
41

43



343 paclwson Criteria

35 Sample size deteimination )5:
36  Sampling wechnique 52
37 iastrument for data collection S;
38 \“ulidity and Reliability of the instruments 54
3B Validity 54
382  Reliability 54
39 Diw collection pracedure 56
391  Admuustrauionof the questionnaire 56
392 Pevelopment of knowledge score child*s Rights 36
39.2.1 Computation of attitudinal scorc 5y
3.9.2.2 Child’s rights practice 58
3.9.3  Focus Group Discussion (FGD) 58
3.10  Quantistive tquestionnaire ) data management and analysis 50
301 Qualitative H'GD) data analysis 59
3.12  kihical considerations 39
CIHAPTLER FOUR: RESVULTS q
4.1 Socto-demographic churacteristics of respondents 6)
42  Knpowledge about Child's Rights Conventions and laws 6o
43  Knowlcdge score on Child’s Rights law in Nigeria (X
44  Opinion onchild’s nghts 70
15 implementing right of the Child in Nigena 72
46  Enforcing righrofl the child in Nigesta 73
47  Qpinion on the rights a child should have 75

48  vpinonon cxicm ol kinplementation of Child's Righits in Nigena 78

49 Upmion on the ngh s of the cinld that have been difficuh to tmplemem 79

410 {ixiem of Implementation of Child’s Rights in Nigetia 80
411 Auiwde towards Child's Rights 82
412  Applicaon of Child’s Righas 85

X




= |

of the Child’s Rights laws 87
90

SSION. CC mpﬂ@.\ AND 106

106

i ctmsucsof respondents 106

Snowledg bt Child's Rights Convention and laws 106
pinion on the nghts the child 109
w 14&¢fmlaw Right 110
hild's Right 101

tﬂ’cqm'.cs' impiementation of Child"s Right Jaw 112

or ﬁ; health ¢ducation and prernotion 112

133

en aﬁops 14

156

127

' rc'ch‘!rc ni cde Yoruba)



LIST OF TABLES

Tables
e Pages
21 Showingstages in the Ecolagical model 45
3 Showing wards and their constitucni. communities tn Ibadan Nonh 50
Giovermment
2 Developmental arcas and their constitucnt wards in Ibadan North [ GA g2
33 The 8-point knowledgc scale 39
4§ Socio-demographic charactenstics of the respondents 6
42  Respondents' knowtedge of Child's Right 67
4,3  Knowledge scorc on Child's Right taw in Nigeria o8
44  Knowledge mean score on Cluld’s Right faw in Nigeria 69
43 Respondent’s opinion about age which a children should be 70
allowed to express their nghts
4.6 Respondents opiion about who should be responsibic for 72
implementing the right of the child in Nigena
47 Respondents opinion about who should be responsible for 73
enforcing the nghts of the child in Nigena
48  Respondents opinion on the rights a chitid should have 75
49  Respandents opinion on the extent ol implementation of the 78
nghts of the child
110 Respendents opinionabout the nghts of the child that have 79
tbeen difficult W implenment
411  Autiude of respondents 10wards Child's Right 83
412 Ower all antitudinot score 84
413 Application of the rights of the child amonyg respondents 85
414 Ovenall application score 86
415 Factorg limuing cflective iniplementation of the Child's Reglits Low 87
among respoadents
416 Assocmon between demographic characien Wics-of respondents and A

awarencss of the chsld's nghis

Y




-
‘ - ',l:’ 5 of respondents and 93
"'1,_]3:__._.‘;' ame into existe nee in Nigeria.

9 u"!r-"- ractenstics ol respondents and 95

ol

demogre phic charactesistics of respondents 97
mer f ng child’s rights Jaws
tnographic characteristics of respondents and 99

| be responsible {or implementing child's

- \him demographic characteristics of respondents and 0]

cnt should be responsibie for ¢nforcing child‘s

Assoglation betveen demographic charictenstics of respondents and 103
thei | tude towards chiid’s right
y Assoc n belween deinographic chosacteristics of respondents and 105

v i

m
repa 'qwrbnbl‘ the child's rights
o

i




felion 16
owlcldgc and atntude



 Children's Emerpency Fund
auonal. Scientific. and Cultural Organtization

ight Convention

Child Right Act
World Health organization
1n :d Nation Convention on the Rights of Children
‘United Nation High Commisstoncr for lluman Rights
" African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
) African Union

Children and Young Persons Act

Girl Child Educstion Project

Tederul Capital Territory

Federad Ministry Of Health

Integrated Management of Childhood lliness

‘Orphan und Vulnerable Children

“Ami Retco Viral
i Anli Retro Viral Therapy
‘People living with HIV/ AIDS
'!pl;buu_l‘.:\_gency for 1he Prehibition of Traffic w person
Tuckish Conununity of Northern Cyprus

:T‘Ivuiﬁwup Discussivn



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.}. Background «f the study
The ﬂh;lcd Naton® Children Fund (UNICEF) defined the child as a person within the
aies of 0-18 year® (UNICLEF. 20095, Also a child is defined by the Convention on the
R;ghlE of the Child (CRC) as every human being below the age of 18 years unless under
the law applicable the child majorily is attained carlicr. Childhood as a socio-cultural
concept 1% one of the natural and unchangcablc links of the chains of lile. ‘The meaning
uscnibeid 10 both childhood life and concept of the child has varicd through the ages For
example. because children vwere considered 10 be incompetent and completely dependent

on adults belore the 39" century their lives were nol anached importance by the medicsal
authors (Akengin, 2008).

3y the 19 cenlury, factors such as the shill in ecconomy from agricuhure. to indusiry.
devclopment of the middlc-class. change in family siructurc, and the fact that emotional
bond became tmiportant in relottons between parents and child brought tntcrest 1o studs
clildren as o distinel licld of rescarch {Aheam, Holzer and Andrews, 2007). In the 20%
centufy, children were considered 10 be the nost importnnt humen resource  that

determined the fulure of lhe socicty, and the accimnlation of knowledge m secial
scicnecs inclicd the tnterest in children (| leywood, 2003).

Chsldren are the futsree and it is the responsibility of the adults 10 proiccl thain and ensure
they. get the best fosting in lifc. Unfortunaiely. this is 1ot the case as children are forccd
to face wath o nuntber of situations inctuding violence through disemininntion, poverty,
lilc as sefugees, luck of aceess to cducotion, cluld neglect, cluld lavour, child prostiiuion:

internct pormography. tratlicking and slavery and military use (Olley, 2008, Lalor 2004)

In response 10 the challenges und hreats of childhoad development several treaties ond
conventions were developed in the 20™ centuzy to protect the child from the cliects of
mgravon indusinalization, and urbanization. The Convenion and the Righis of the
Child that ainss 10 achicye the “common good™ for the children 15 onc of these measurcs

Lhe Convention on the Rights of the Child was sidopted ai the General Assembly of the



' _ii_“i Natons an o\ cinber 30 1989, and came into force on September 2 1990

Before e conventon was passed 1n 1989, children’s rights were protected by cveral
differen; conVenuons depending on the arca ol the world. As far back as 1919. an

i-ndtnsu{“l minimum age was adoptced by the Intcrnational Child Labour Convenhion o
regulat® children participation in the workplace (Akengin et al 2008) \With the binh ot
th® United N#i0ns. the Declaratinn on the Rights of the Child was made 1n 1959 On 20w

Noyvember; 1989. the Convention on the Rights of the Child {CRC) was adopted (Umited
Nations: 2009}

Uniied Nauons Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) has provided 4 new
vision of children and childhood. While acknowledging that the child is ¢ vulnerable
human being that requires protcction and assistance from the family, the sociely and the
Statc. the ¢hild 15 wlso cavisaged as a subjcct of rights, who is able to form and expiess
ppmions, lo pamcipate in deciston-making processes and influence solulions. 1o interyene
as @ panner 0 the process of soctal change and in the buildding of democracy, In sum. the
EINCRC recogmzes that 1t 1s necessary 10 work towards solutions tngether with children

froin ihe very beginning ol their developrnent (while reasonably considening their Jevel ol

devclopment and competence’ until they reach adulthood (Pavlovic and [eban 20¢))

‘Fhe Cunvention on the Rights of the Chuld has become the most rapidly accepted human
nghts treaty 10 history. As of cnd of Februany 1996, it had heen ratified by’ 187 gus of 193
poremments (UNICEY. 1996). Built on varied {cgol systcins and 1adupns, ihe
Convention 1s @ universally agreed sct of non-ncgotiable standards and obligalions. The
Consention gave birth to regtonal treanes like Alncan Chaner on the Jughts and Welfare
of the Child and nartonad laws to protect the rights of the cluld The dea of the
Cungention wyy 10 nuike a sct of rules and tegulations that applicd tu all childeen just like
;hc dectarotion ol human nghis applics 10 cveiybody. By agrecing o undentake the
obligaiions ©f the Convention. national goveminents have cominitted theinselves to
pxul-_-c_t‘li_n_' asd ensuring children's® rights and they have opreed 10 hold themselves
-3 munlablc for iy commnment before the inlermstiianal community (UNICEY, 2008)-

2



mhm‘dmw to the COnV¥ention on the nghts of the child and the Afrcan
Charter ov th® R1BIS and Weliare of the Child since $991 and 2001 respectinely The
Nigerian ¢ iy Rikhis Act (CRAJ wis drafted in 1993 and signed snto law. tn 2003
Presentiv+ CRA ha® been promulgaicd nto Law in 24 states of the federation (Shttu.
2N 0L ThE CRA in us right$-responsibility approach is culturally scasitive. companbie,
ric¥nt 8nd ahddve Al 15 10 the best interest of the Nigerian child, It is hoped that the

Sakeholder™ that have been instrumental to secing the Act was passed at the National

fevel wWill work collectively to sce that the Act is cventually promulgated into law in asld
the $thitcS of the Federation (UNICEF, 2001).

Child nghis Spelis out the basic human righis that children everywhere huve: the right 10
Sury1vill 10 develop to the fullest: to protection Irom harmlul influcnces, abuse and
exploitition: and to participaie fublly in family. cultural and social life. The lour core
principles of the Convientions are non-discrimination; <levotion 10 the best interests of the
child, the right 10 life, survival and developmcent: and respect for the views of the child
{Qffice of the United Nations High Conumssioner for {Tuman Righi (UNHICHIR), 2010)

very right spelled out in the Conventien is inherent 1o the human dignity and

hunnoniaus des cloptnem of the child. The Convention protects children’s nghts by

setting standards i health cace; educanon, and legal. ¢ivil and social serviees

Taylor. Sintth and Nyam (2001) classificd the rights of the chdd 1o three man
catcgories of rights: (a) Provision righis—the nghts of children to minunuin standards of
health. cducauan, social sccunty. physical care, family life, play, recreation, culture and
fescure (b) Proteciion Aghts—rights 10 be sate from discnminatien, physical and sexuml
ahusc_txplottution, substonce abuse, injustice and conflict. (c) Panicipation rights—cnvil
ond political nghig such os a chidd’'s nght to a name and 1dennty, 10 be consulted and 10
be taken into account o phygical integrity. 10 access 1o nformatien, o frecdony of

speech and opinion, and to challenge decisions inade on their beholf.

bt the above named provigions of both the United Nations nnd the Afnican Chaner, 1
Ny clear that thgge two intemanonal Conventions envasake that the child should bhe reared-
1

n"nuw‘nli lg,mdcd ond nionitoted primanly hy their pirents e legal gnandisns withn the
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S0 T O AT T S hamie unit of the socicty — the family Conscguently, the famls
shoutd be sec

d¢ the ndtural habitai ol the child, within which his or her nghts 1o life
"uri ¥ and deYelopinent ar< lo be preserved and nurtured It s therefore imposstble to

Wik 3b<'ut th® enforcement of the fundamental rights of the Nigenan child without taking
cwnizinbe of the smportance of the family.

the onch ol who 15 al libenty 1o cnfozce the nghts of the Nigenan child arc hinitless
The nighte! of the child may be enforced by the child personally or by a person who has
barental responsibility for the child. by the statc povemment or any other appropriate
authur;tS » by concerned tilizens, by non-governincnial organizations and ctvil sociciies,
by povermment & all levels, clubs iind socielics, neighbourhood soctetics, cducational and
religious mshitulions. by voluntuey organizations, and all other stakcholders with concern

aboul the welfare, growth and development of the Nigerian child {Punch Newspaper 19Y
Apnl 2010).

1.2. Statcment of problein

On 20" November 2010, the LJN Convention on the Rights of the Child was 21 vears old

It s the intcrmational human nghts insttuinent that has been most widely-ratifed in the
shoriest peniod of ttme (UNICIEF 2060). Al rcgional level, there are humnan eights

mcchinisms fostering and oversceing the implemicntolion of children's rights. Finally.

national laws (including ollen consiitutions). courts ond other instituiionnl Lodies
pramose nnd protect the nghis of children

Bcspile these measures. 100 many childeen still sce their lundarncntal rghts violated
cvery dey. ‘The global statistics are dramalic, and inay’ even be undcerestimaiions as 72
uwhlion children arc nol in school, of whom 56% are girls: 218 nullion chidren arc
working; 126 million are lropped tn the worst fonns of child labour: 25 nultion children
are eefutees and displaced; 92 million children die beforetheir filth birthday: 1.5 militon
clnldicn dic cvery year from poor sanitation and unsale witer, 2.1 million children ander

15 live with (12 15 million children under 18 ase vtplianed of onc or both parents duc to
AIDS (Monigldo, 2008).




Fvery single day, Nigeria 1o5eq Mhout 2:300 under-live year olds thig makes the counuy
the second largest cop,

Hhut® 1o the under-tive mortality rate in the world Afthough
analyses of rCnt trend® %hOw thut the countny is making progress in culting down infant

dnd o qer-giv, m“ﬂﬂiiy rates. the pace still remains 100 slow to achicve the Millennium
bé'—'"l-“pmcm GUls of reducing child monality by a third by 2015 (state of the children
204X PrevEnthblC or treatable infcctious diseases such as malania, pncumonta, diarthoea,

me38es and IIIN/AIDS “sccount for more than 70 per cent of the estimated onc million
under™iive death®sn Nigena ((UNICEF Nigeria 2013)

I 18 also eSimated thinn one million children under the age five years die cveny year, six
msllion are under-noursished, 32 nillion are out of school, the nation loses belween
$2.900 i $9.000 children 1o pregnancics and child binh related comnplications annually
and ari unfnendly’ Juvenile Justice system with abowr €0% in pelice cells (or simple cases
of truancy, without legal representation (Shittu, 2010). Child labour and child abuscs arc

sull campant m the country with the presence of street children and beppars (Ezclilo

2001). Ths 1s wn uyust and unacceptable situation for millions ot chifdren worldwide

Violations against constitutional rights recently atiract the nttention of researchers in
Nigeria, Tor cxample, Jegede (2007) who worked on the knowledpe and attsude of
houschold hcads about reproductive healili rights pointed out thut Nigenians have o low
undersianding of reproductive rights and thus are Tar unlikely to takc advantage of 11 ur he
censcious of ity violations. Similarly, 1:gemba (2810) rcponcd a knowledge deficit on
reproductive nights among female Post-grmduaic studenis of Umversity' of lhadan

However the literuture is sparse on studics focusing on the nghts of the cluld from
Nigeng,

When congidered 1n geneml, there are 1vwo sides with respect to children’s righis’ the
children themgeives and more imporwntly their parents (and puardians). Beasles' nnd
Adamy (200:4) consinncd that parcnts have nghts and interests over therr chilifren and
als ; detenninc their radiug ot action in 1erms bf their secial life. Therefure. both the child
and the parcniy need o know the rights and responsibilitics respectively, as set ot 1n the
Convemtion on the Rights of the Cluld and other complemeniary' laws in order far

5



children 0 exercise (hesc rights.
researchers i the ficld

This understanding has prompted 1he

interest of
ot Child Rights and Child Right Laws White

most of (he

¢ Muthcron, 2
adults aboul Child Raghts ([ 1illman. 2006) Worse still.

he litcrature js Sparsc on studics
tocusing on 1he parents,

¢specially in Nigeria, Iherelore, this study was conducted 10
snd attitude of parents o Childs® Rights
Nigena,

ducunient the knowledge

m |badan Nonh ocal
Government of Oyo Statc,

1.3. Justificution

This study 15 justified for four reasons: st the study provides basclinc infornation on

parents tovvards Child's Rights in Ibadun Norh
h future studies on the rights of the child i

Second, the study lindings can he

the level of knowledge nnd attitudes of
[LGA Toin whie

Oyo Staie can take a cue,

used to design ey tdence-based interventions aimed
Improving parents' knowledge and attitude towards Child's Rights

provides insights into the intetplays betveen knowledpe,

Child’s Rights and key variables such as nge. montal

ot
Third, the study
altitude #nd observance of the

slitus, religious denominations,
lamily size, employtient status and cducational status which are

useful tn designing
appropriatc Infonnation,

Izducatton and Conimunication mess.ages. Founh.

the findings
of this study are uscful for policy formul

ation and implementaiion aimed 41 enhancing the
rights i children in Nigena.

(I Broud Objective

Ihe broad ohjective of his study' was to assess the knowledge and attitude of parents to
child’s ritdns 191:1badun North Local Government Area of ®yo Staic.

1.1, Speafic Objectives

The specific object.ves ot this study were to.

1. Exnomine socio-dentogaphiic charcienstics (like sex. manital stus. educational

status, arcu of eesidence and income) of the parents on their knowledge sbout-

and atlitudce towards child's rights.

2. Asxess the level of ko ledge of parents about the nghts of the cluld.

Y. JEmablish parents” opuiions about the eighits of the child

6



4, Examyne parents” awitudes jonard (he rights of

the child.
3. Belermine the applicalion of

the rights of the chiid gy ong parents®,

ﬂ-- ‘l’dcnﬁ_&‘ I'aG_lQPJ |imiling lhe imp!cmcntalion ol‘ the Tighls of (hc

child from (he
perspective ol parents,

.S Research Quecstiong
The rescarch provided

ANSWErS Lo 1he 13ve questions below', These are:

Does socio-dcmographic characlensiics (like sex.

inantal segtus, e
Slas. arca of peside

ducationy)
neC and jncome) of

lhe parenis

have impact an |heir
and attitude 1owards child's rights

knosledpe about-

2. What is the [evel of knowledge of parents gbout the rights of the child?

3. What are parenis opinions about chil nghts Biws?

1. What is the allitude of parents towards the rights ol the chitd?

3. Towhat extent have parcnts applied some provisians of the child’s rights ac1?
b.

What arc the faclors fimiting the Impicmentation of the child nghts law frong the
perspective of parents?

1.6 IIvpotheses

Based onthe vanables 10 be tested. the following null hy pothcses were formulated

L. There 15 no assoc ution betwveen deitographic charsclen sties (sex. mantal staus,
cducational stafus, area of residence and income) of respondents and thear
Knowledge on the nghts of tixe child

2. There 15 n6 associstion between demographic characteristics (sex. mastial status,
educational status, area of sesidence and income! of respondents and their opinton
on the nghts of the child

i

Thete 13 no association between d-mmg::pm‘ characierisitcs (sea. mantal glotus

educational status. area of residence income) of rcpondents and thelr jtistude
towards the nghts of the chuld
4, There 1 no association between demergraphic characteristics (sex. marital status,

educationsl stitus. ares of revkdence and income) of respondents and obseryance
of the nghts of the chuld




7 !j.q:op(‘.ruﬁhc-ﬂu-dji

This study covered all the parents living

n all the wards conslittited {hadan North !,

ocal
Government greg, Ovo Staie.

18  Limitations of the Study
Fhe swdy focused on YerY sensitive and personal jssucs (such as in the arca of socio.
Job description etc). At the nnigl

ctuled infornnation (or one

€CONOMIC siatus: number of children,

ENCOMC peccived,
stage

the respondenis wwere reluctant giving ¢

reason or the
other.

Fhis problem was 1ackled by assuring th

C respandents (b
them would be kept confidential

avall tinforainion given by

and that no niune w ould be wrtten on
The fact that the datu was collecte

Arca only, fices

any uestiomiaire.
d from participants in Ibadayy N

orth Loval (o criutnent
limitalion of gencralizing report to

it larger poputuiion. The saple s

5 0 the entiee population in lbadin,

limaayons, i is believed that this ne
valuable bascline information on knowledge about — ang

used for this study linuts gencralizing siudy tinding

and Oyo Siate al large Despite these port can give

atitude towands the rights of
Chitdeen on which fusther rescarch ¢an build on

1.9 Opcerationnl definition of terms

Attitude: Alillude s an cnduning response lowuards persons, objeets annd
deas. Attstude in this study refers (o mrents feelings towan! the
nghts of the child which is iNflucnced by pevsonal cxXpericnee,
BCCCss 10 1nformation and by obsenving others. Parenis’ may react
positively or acicatively to viswes telating 1o the nghts of the chily,

Child

Child Protection Child protection i3 8 eam used to describe the respoasibilitics

and
actvaters underwaken Lo provent or 1o stop children being abused or
ilh-trested
Child A child 1 a Derson under the ag&of 18 years
Culture Is comprised of values, attitides, norma, e, intermalised habits

and perceptions 2 well as of the concrete forma ne €SPV Sl ORY
they take b for example, sxctal rolen, structures and rolat ML,
sides of bebuyions sod caplasstions fiw behaviousr tat are 10 o
mgrulican et torsd mwany 2 group of people




‘Guardian:

Mealih:

, Knowledge:

Opiion:

Parcnis:

Participation:

KRights

A guardian s a person baving parenial responsibility for ¢
natura!l parents, adopiive parcnts,
appoinied by law.

Xdmple.
foster parcnisor any other person

Health as defined by WHO is a dynamic stitte of physical. menia)
and social well.be

g and not wierely' the absence of discase of
mnfinmity,

Knowledge means parenls” undersinding about the

rights of 1he
child, The Knowledge of

respondents assessed in this stidy re

lates
10 what they know abouy conventions

on the right ol the cluld. 1he
child’s nghtaci as well as jis Prosisions

Oninion refers 10 the views and pereeptions ot parents regardng

the nights of the child in terms of 1he age wt which childn
be

n should
Mlowed tw express their nghts. wha shuuld be responsible lor

implementing and entorcing the nghts of the child.

and the aphts
chtldren should have
A child’s mother, fother, or Icgal guardian

Child paricipation invalves childeen thinking for themselves,
expressing their vicws eftectively and IMErmCHNg in a positive way
wilh other people

Reters o entithements that every human being has egpantless of

cex, mce. religion, nationality, disabilits or any other difference



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURYE REVIEW

The literature review' ts organized under the following sub-headings or sections. United
Nations Contenlion on the Rights of the Child; History of Child Rights in Afnca: {listory
of Child's Rights m Migeniat Basic I'rovisions of the Chihd's Right Act. Inptementatton
of the child’s Rights Act tn Nigeria: Related litcrature on Child’s Rights, llealih ¢ltects
of denying children their Rights:: and Empirical studics on the rights of the child The

chapter ends with description of the Ecotogical Mode), which s the framework that was
used 10 guide the study-

2.0 Review of Concepts

2.1 Child concept

The concepl of childhood difiers widely between different cultures. socicties and
communitics, Thic best amd umiversal approach 10 understanding childhood has to be
scicnilic approach, The delinitions of a child are controversial, It can be determtined
according 10 the child’s age. physical appearance (for example size and dressing) ond also
hisher ability to think and reason. The Linited Nations Conventions on the Rights of the
Child {UNCRC) defines a child os one who falls under the age of cighteen years
lHowescr, despite 1he cnahlishment of the legal oge, conecpts of childhood and clvldren
often differ widely (Save the Childien. 2007 and Smelser and Balies, 2801). For exumple
as society changes thraugh different penexds of time, so does socicty’s concepl of
childhood and the. percepuon of children in their communitics. In relation ko 1his poini,
Suchodolski (19791 reacaled that, at tmes, 1 has been customany 10 kill children
suficring from disability or discasc At ather 1. s iety has looked after the children
of its poorest citizens. The Roman system of « Pucni aluneutash {9 #n exainple. Ihere
have been times when children were kept (rom the life of the society untl the ced of thelr
childbood Sometimes, they have been the object of special care suponised by the
iﬂh‘! AL lat Mares cephistm ar bustsslons chilbeen heve been notally meglectnd. ot other
s hoes hgve heren foundol b dirade srtagod ohibideen to bivg in

1Y



YR .o% wwere regarded ny mimature ndul;ﬁ: thes

toin any uspeets of7 adult tife, L aws genetally
I cluid offences. Children did otten work and their
's-'sufd to be weak (Mackelech, 2007)

El,_ﬁil':lm 12007). this different understanding ol chuldhood by
“dillerent tines led adults 10 see chilbeen through a set o
ptions that inform hoth how they were treated and whyn they were
tﬂk‘hM inge: The tendeney suts 1o judge children’s campeiencies aginsg
stundards, rather than to value what children have to wiler as chikleen In
thiss Aggarwal (2004) argues thoi, childhood is aot merely a prepassiion lor
'ﬁnldl-'lood 15 a value ! itscll uand possesses s own civation, An adull hus no

___;_!lf_lp\‘l_‘l_u! and o interfere with the noture of chitdrent rather the aduh mus

1
T e 20nh centuty hns been characicrized by the detinition ot childhood as o special penod

ol Lﬂujulg, It hos been necognizad as o time tor cducation, reercation, growtlt
.‘f.f' gvery. Repardicss. childhood remains a pervd of hardship for many children it s

=

h eddcm thi! the child iy influcreed by many taciosx = people tn his unimediite

stting (the family), the larger or more remote social systems such as the school,
he cort —ﬁuﬂmm even the mass medin, mast notbly TV The scope
nd rat “m social changes in demography, the economy. and technoliopy have

— —-.Il—-

s aid mm In a&finon. child abuse becnc a social problem in
_ -,!— e § 200335 The above statements may show the valics given

Mhim at different times. But. it was during the late 20th
[}* ﬂlﬂlwhhiuutdmhﬂlmnﬂnummm:b:

“mu-h-uhhmw agrecd o
m sets out. uml:illl othet



m:lg';hohm be based on their “best interests™ (Muckelech, 2007) Smce 1 was
M\ed.‘-fhé"édhf ention has become the world's most widely ratificd human rights reaty.
P S e SN " ega .

ﬁlg‘bhls #n imponant responsibility on the governments ol the world 1o do all they can

to promole and protect the nghts of children and young people (13ulty, 2003),

.12 United Nutions Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Uhnted Navons Convention on the Rights of the Child, often referred 1o as CRC or
UNCRC. 1s an intermational convention, sclling oul the ¢ivil, political, economic saciul
and culiural rights ot children. Nations that rati(y this anternntional consentian ane botoil
to 1t by mlcmational law. The international treaty was adopted in 1989 (Cluld Righl

Informauon Network 2008). The convention delines the child as o person under the ape

of }8 ycars except 1n countries where the age ol majority is lower

The Convenlion alzo declares the {umily 1o he the naura! eavironntent for cluldeen snd
stales that in all actions conceming chitdren account should be 1aken of thear st
mterests, It promulgales the child's nght to a name and nationality, 1o pavacy, Icedom of
associalion, thought. conscicnce, and religion. The obligations of others, especintly
parents and the siale ase documented, The state, for example. inust provide childeare for
those swith working parents. cducation. health care, and prolection from child s-xual
exploitntion. child abuse and neglect., drug abuse. and child labour. The wreaty indic cares
the special protection required by vulnerable children, such as the yienms vl armed

confljct. hundicgpped and refugee children. and the children of minennes: 1 is binding on

'm

s which. unfenunately has oo mechamsm for enforcement (Limted Nations
Capvention on the Rights of the Child [UNCRCJ. 20600)

The gains of child nghts includes: that ©cmy child has cerain basic nghts, inclmding the
right 10 Life, his or her own name and identity, 10 be niised by his or Ikr parems wihin a
family or culiwra! grouping and have selatic™ P with both paremis, even 17 1hey atc
sopasited 11 also allows parests 10 caerciss their parental responsibilities over their
mll-» right acknow ledges the Aildren have the right to exprew their opmicno, pnd
;h““ﬁ-h"m 1o have their privacy protected and requires that
'ﬁ"’ﬂ' not be sbjext b encoasive istorferemd

LM



lon was passed n 1989, children’s rights were protected by severul
nttons depending on the arca of the world. As far back as 1919, un
ol mimmum age was adopted by the International Clild Labor Convention to
ﬁmiﬁhh participation in the workplace. With the birth of the United Nations. the
Beclaration of the Rights of the Child was made in 1959, And en 20th November, 1980,
the' Con®ntion on the Rights ol the Child (CRC) was adopted. Built on vaned legal
s\stems and cultural tradiions. the convention is & universally ugreed et ob pon.
H'nfgﬁi%ﬂblc‘ standards and obligations. The convention gave bitth 1o regional treancs like
the Atnics Chatter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, and naona) faws like the
Child's Rights Act 2003 of Nigeria. The idea of the convention was lo make o sel of rules

and regulation that applied 10 ai) ciildren Just like the declacation of huma rights applices
10 even body.

Ylowever. children's nghts are intimascly ticd 1o those of women. Realizing the nghts and
cquatity of women 1s not only a corc development goal i atsell. butat s also the key to
the sunival and development of children and to buriding heahhy families, comnunities
and nutions. Discrimination against women hurts both women ond the next generation of
childien, boys and giels alike. Starting even before birth. a chikl’s heahh ind development
praspevts are closely linked with the mother's health and socio-cconoinic status. \Women
are, moreover, the primary care-giv oty for children. Resources put in the hands of women
e mcve Ikely t0 be used to bapefit children (UNICEF, 2010). Healthy. cducated and
empowerd women have healthy, educated and conlislent daughters and sons. Gender

equality will not only EMPEWEr women 0 OVETSOME PovEry and tive full and producunce
lives, but will better the lives of children. families and countnies as well (Anup. 2010},

Despite the almost universal ratification of the Convention on the nghts of women
Wﬁy to the Convention on the Rights of the Child). a number of countrics have
qm-bﬂ or ratified it The handfuls of remaining countries are: USA (signed, b
wﬁ;}m fean, Qatar, Cook Islands (2 Non-member state of the United Nations).
Naury. Palsy, Tonga, Somalis. and Sudas A report from Human Rights Watch also
s o *’l*hﬂﬂ been ebscrved in somw countries m expected. in




o H ! - by '
t all thus still undemmining the rights of women,

¢ of ehtld survival am developinent Jor all of

en's rights and gender equality should not be

oy

sng .i:-_;;- s o1 ﬂn Eusn'chunmndghls that cluldien eve
urvival -._:. velop kr-hc fullest 1o protection from harmitul influences, nbuse and

tation; and 10 panicipate fully in Tanuly, culral and social Jife.
of the Convention are non-discri rImination; devotion to

ryswhete hove: the right w

The tuur core

: the best inmterests of the

chilg; iht 1o life. sumvival and devetopment: and respect lor

the views o the child

qﬁ_{hu Umited Nattons lligh Commissioner lor Human Right [UNNHCHIRE 2010
L -hl spelled out in the Convention is inhetenmt to the buman digaity wind

1% development of eviery child, Ile Comvention prvtevis chitdnen's ¢ yhty by

ards in heahih carc, cdwation; ad legal, owil mwd social services

ID Ilﬂﬂﬂt the obligations of e Convention (by ratifving or acccding 1o
e ments hine  commitied  themselves 1o protecting and ensuning

ﬂlhl qnd they have agreed 1o hold themselves sccountuble fur this
ment before the imternational commmunily, States parties to Ui Conveniion ane

pliged 10 develop and undertake all actions and policics in the light of the bewt imarests
be child (LNICEF. 2008)

e Convemion may be grouped into four categories of nights and a sct of
The gding principles (Asticles 1, 2. 3, 6 and 12) of the Convention
imtnkticon. alherencs > the best mserests of the chuld. the nght o hife,

mﬂhmu# They represent the underlying
= i ighes 0 S i (LNICEE. 2010 b

e Amhes 4 A A T 0 16 14 10 20 3l o)
e aieussis, il a0 cumibuthens Socesan b the

—— i
—




M}hh requine not only the existeicy nl’
ess 1o themy, Specific witicles address the necds
bilities and chitdeen of minoeity ur indigenous

> I
;'"- ?d_‘;lc-; 4, 11, 19 1© 22 and 32) (UNICEE, 20104) include
: l*."-ll" of

b T L & [ i y »
o special protection in imes of war and protection from ahuse in the ceimingl

chuld abuse. neglect. exploitation and cruclty, including the

1 = :
; i ‘ w b = L] i # -
Justice system '-unqmzmon-nghts»cmplmnc children are entitled ta the freadem w

=

< ¥V
L& =
.-_|
L}

N ns and 10 have a say in matters affecting their sacial, ecotomic, religous,
I‘I | 1 ]

1 ,ﬁc |nh1 lo express opinans and te heard, the nght to infomation and frecdom
' '._-ra v Engaging these nghtc as they mstune hedps children bring about the

Iﬁflﬂrﬁufﬂllm and prepares them for an active tole i saxicly

al hite, l‘amumuon nghts (Articles 4 and 12 10 17) (UNICELE, 2010)

|
| -ﬂl interconnection of rights are stressad 1 the Convennon. In addition o
t m:ﬂl&m and parents are responsible fir roapeciing the nghts of
- rtionint ﬂ other Children's understanding of righis wall vary depending
-h;r- ’ﬁh“mmmmmmm\m in which
they nsw wor questions and discipline methads to the age and maturity of the individual

'&hmuhkﬂtwfﬁtcmum'mmnn
“-u—rum-ﬂ 15 have no direct pant
“H”F-H“*nhhh-mhwh-l
o exdia o the ermed forces
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Miﬁ-nﬂ!ﬂwﬂp ratified hsmman
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I
and seratiny ol treaties betore proceeding 1w
ude: H’L‘fﬁlimrion ol the degree ol complintice with

s

..i"-q.T
A

'I el |
b 'I_.'l ‘ !.I-

vs A
I.

_ yed as bﬁmg controversial or if the process is
itcized. For example. &-C’én‘&mmn on the Peevention and Punishment ot the Crime

e

I Uenocade (o ﬁhm 30 vears to be ratitied in the United Swates and the

lll..l.1r "

'hﬁdﬁhn ot All Forms ol Discnmination against Women, winely
WaE G Eaa] BY the Linited Staes 17 years ago, stitl has ao been ratified. Moreover, the

LS Governr cﬁ-tﬁafdlﬂr will cunstder only one human rights treaty at o time, Curremly,

E o Tret
] =

sn the Elimination of All Forms of Discamination against Womnen is

el as ?hn's wp phbht} anmong human tights treattes (UNICEE, (3006b)

i L — L]

1.3 fﬁto’q’of('hlld Rights 1n A\frica

The Afiscsa Chuner on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (aiso catled the ACRWC v
C ser) was adopied by the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in 1990 Gin
m 1@1} became the African Unton} and was entcred into force in 1999.
¢ Linsied Nattons Convenion an the Rights of the Chuld (CRC). the Children’s
- 13 & comnechensive instument tha sety oui nghts and delines wniversal pnnciples
“ snus of children, The ACRWC and the CRC' arc the only' intemational
‘puman rights tresties that cover the whole spectrum of onil, polincal,

. wecsal and cultural rights

--Fl i
= e \"'

-

#k child's unigue and privileged place in African scicty and
.--. .u-h'l-— e
peed pestection and special care. It also acknowledges that ¢chtdren

‘rwdm«w association, peaceful aseumbly,
= wbﬂnkmmn{wﬁl.himnﬂ
pa— 2 echamemic realities particular o Africa

e r_ﬂ*h-ﬁl‘ values and experiences when dealing
-

| Mhﬂﬂﬂuﬂmw
_ Wb e e chitdren wnd

g
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13

14,

15

2.1.4

Fxpressly Y0 (W (he Children’s Charter is higher than any custom. tradion.

\’iﬂ'i.ll_ll{ ﬁf'n'li!;ﬁuﬁ praclicc that doesn’t fit with the rights, dutics and oblig~tions
in the Charter,

T Childr®n ¥ Charter hi$ a clearer delinition of the child as 2 person aged under
I8 years old;
Ounht prtnllib;tion on lhe recruument o children {1.e. under 18 ycars old) 1n

“armed conthct and deals wilh conscription of children into the anmed forces,
Prohibiting marriages or betrothals involving children;

l’roltfliiling the use of chikiren as beggars;

Granhing girls the right 16 retum 10 school after pregnancy.

Promoting afdynmative action for girls’ cducation,

Tackling specilic African issucs that alfcet children, For example it called for the
confrontation and abolishment of apanheid and similar systems. and although,
spartheid 1s now over. thas provision is sti}l applicable 10 chuldren living under
regimes priachcing cthnic, religious or other forms of d:scrimination,

Protecung internally displaced and refugee ¢hildren,

Protecing imprisoncd expectant mothers and mothers ol infanis and young
children.

. Providing a way for children themsclves to petiion the Children’s Charter’s

Committce of lExpens regarding infringainents ol their nghts:
. Including special reference 10 carc of the cluld by extended fnmlics,

Lincouraging the siate 10 provide support for parcnts "in times of need”,
_ Proteciing handicapped ¢hildren

Histary oof Clula's ihis in Ngeria

The child tights Jaw in Nigeroa emanated front a convention of the United Nations. i1 was

adopled by the Africz tinion and domesticoled by the National Assembly in 2003 The

Child’s Rights Act 2003 (CRA, 2003) contoins o number of lutidahle Provisions which, il

implenienicd. would go 3 long wa 1o ensure the protcction and wektose of the Nigerian
Child (Vimekachikelu, 201 1}

17



%mlm on the Righty 9f the child enjoins that“Member Staies shall undertake 10
'Mnmhi‘thtﬂ“n\‘cnu' Yin® principles and take all appropriate legislauve admunsirative
and J“:l-hcr m™ure® for the implementation of the Rights recogmzed mn the present
Conventtan™ (S, 2010).

A2 "% the® bickground, a dait Chitd's Rights Bill aimed at principally. enacang mto

[aw In N;gcnfn the pnnciples enshrined in the Convention on the Rights ol the Child and
the Africhn Union (AU) Chaner on the Rights and Weltare of the Child was prepared
The Ml was cventually passed into Law by the National Agsembly in July 2003
Presently the Child Rights Bill has been passed in about 24 States in Nigeria It was
asScnted 10 hy' the then President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun

{ybasanso 1n Scptember 2003, and promnulgated as the Child*s Righis Aci 2003 (Shetu,
2010).

According 1o the Cluld's Right Act. govemment a all levels must strive to reduce tnfant
aud mutermal monality rates. Provide heolth care service. adequate nuinition and safe
drinksng witer, hygicnic and sanitized ¢ivironmiens, They mnst also combat diseascs and
malnutation, support and nobilize, hrough locnl and communuy  resources, the
developmient of primary health curc for children. und provision of accommodation

Imnnicnange. (inpncial suppon. advice and other service 1o children and their fnmilies
(lyang, 2012},

‘The structure of the Child’s Righis Act 2003 {C'RA) has been informed by the mandnic to
provide a egislation which 1ncorporates all 1he rights and responsibilitics vf children, cud
which consolidates all laws relating ta cluldren into one single legisiation, as self as

specity.ing the dutses and obligalions of govecmment, parents and other authontics,
organizationy anc. bodics.

%) Awsdireness of child’s rights in Nigcr;u
Okove (2011) cunducied a study to determine the level of awarcness of the Nifierian
L‘hl‘l—d'i -righu: act ond predictoss of knowlagge of its provisiens among 294 ressdems of

Nsukho town, lastem Nigeria Respendents in the swudy include 134 t.16%) rales and



L %) females (age range 18 - TSyears). Nincty-three (31 6%) of respondents were
md’ “the existence of Child's Rights Act in Nigeria. This awarcness level was

'Wl? associated with respondents” level of educatfon as respondents with high
level of education (NCE«ON® and BSc and above) had more awareness {62 4%o) than

those with low levey of cducation (WAEC and below) (37.6%) (p<004). However. no
significant ASSOCMing exist with other varables such as age. marttal status and rcligious

affiliation ;04 sworcaess of the Child's Rights Act. Funther, the author reponied that
respandents why, were single were 8.45 times less likely to be have knowledge of the
Provisigns of the Child’s Rights Act than those who ssere married. Also. she reporied that
educationag statu$ was stutistically significanily associated with knowledge of the
Provisions of the act as the 0dds atio of the distribution showed that respondents with
10W cducational status were 049 umes less likety 10 have knowledge of the provisions of
the'Child s Rights Act. The author concluded that there is need for policy. makers 1o loy

cimphusis on educating the people so that the aim of enacting the Act will be realized She

suggested that social workers, by vinue of their troining. are polential agenis for

awarcness-raising on the nghts of the child.

Akeagin, ct.al , (2008} uscd a semi-sirucinred questionnaire to compare school children's
perceptions of the nights of the chidd. Thirny students (18 boys und 12 girls) from lhsan
Primary Education school in Turkey wnd 30 students (16 boys and 14 girls) from
Canbulat Ozgurluk Seccondaty school in Turkish Community o Northemn Cyprus
{FCNC) participated in the study. Sixty percent and 10% of students in Turkey und
‘EENC have read the Convention on the rights of the child respecuively. Sixicen percent
ol students in Tutkey und 40% in the TRNC were of the opinion that the conventson on
the rikthgs «f the child 1 etiective in Turkey. While 90% of the students in Tuckes used
(he SApression = completety agece™ and [0% the expression '] ngree” for the propusition
..ﬂhildrcn should be able 1o express their opinions in a!l matters concermng them* 26.74
of the studenis in the TRNC uscd the expression "1 completely agree”. 16.7% 1 agrec’,
.l 6.7% ~| am indecisive™ When asked whai they thought about childien's nights being
(overseen by parents, appiosimamely 0% of the students in Turkey and TRNC asserted
hat the children’s rights wefc averseen by patents. Moteover, 35% vs 56.7% of students

19



| TRNC believed tha extension of the pnmary cducation 1o 8 vcars has

'dﬁ!dn:n § right to education. Funthermore. respondents (26.7% in Turkey vs
mhm agreed thtot diseipline as an impartant factor of cducation conforms 1o the
walue of the child as a human being and 10 the rights of the child. The author concluded
that students in the T RCN considered themselves in a more favournble position than the
stuclents tn Turkey in tenns of the implementation of the child's rights

2.} Provisions of the Child's Right Act

The Act defines a child as onc who is below the age of cightcen years. The specific

peovisions of the Act arc summarized under the following suh headings The basic

provisions of the Nigenian Chald's Righis Act include the following

). Jrovisiens of [recdom from discrimination on the grounds of belonging to a
partscutiir communsty or cthnic group, place ot" ongin. scx. religlon, the
circumstanccs of binh. disability. deprivation or political opinion; and it is stited

catcgorically that the dignity ot the child shall be respected at all times,

2. No Nigerian child shall be subjected 10 physical. mental or emational injury,
sbusc or neglect. maitreanncny, torture. :nhuman or degrading pumshinent, sitacks
on his’her honor or reputation.

3. Fvery Nigerian child 1s cnitled to rest. Icisure and enjoyinent of the besl
atainable state of physical, memal and sptntual heatth

d

Every govermnent in Nigena shall strive 1o reduce infant mortality rate, prosde
mcdical und health care, adequate nutrition and sate drinking wawr, hygiene and
sanitized cnvironments, combat discases and malnutritton, suppert und mohihize
througb local and community resources, the development of prunary health care
for children.

$ Prosisions for children 1n nced ol specinl protection mwasures {nemally,
physicatly chatlenged, or strect children): they are prulceted o anner that
would cnsble them achieye their fullest. possibl soctul mecgratisn. and moral

development.
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rl 6 Fxpectant and nursing muthers Shall be catered for.

h and ¢very parent or guardian
baving legy cubody ot a child under the age of two years shall ensute 1is

immunizition agunst chseases, or face judicial penaltics
7. gltrothal and marriage of children are prohibited

8. Causing taloos or marks. and femalc genital mutilation are made punishabie

offcnces under the Act; and so also is the exposure (o pomographic matcrials.

iralficking ot’ children, their use of narcotic drugs, or the use of children in any

cammmal  uctivitics, abduction and unlas(ul remosal or transfer from law ful

cuttodys and employment ot childsen as domestic helps outside their own home or

famals cnvironment.

% Child ahduction and forced exploitative labor (which is not of a light nature) or in

an indusinal undertaking are also stated 10 be olTences. The exceptions 1o these
provisions are where the cinld is cinploycd by a family member, in wark tha. is ol
an agrcultural or horticulitural or domcstic i nuture, and if such a child is not
scquired to camy or move anything heavy that is likely 10 adverscly alfect its
rnoral, mental. physical spintual or social devetopment
10, BBuying, sclling. iring or otherwise dealing in childsen for putpose of begging.
hawXing, prostitviion or for undawlul immoril purposes are mude punishable hy
long terms of imprisonmient. Other offences considered grave inclikle sexaal
abuse, pencral exploiation which is preudicial (o the wellare of the child,
recruitment inlo the armed forces aund she inportation /exposwy af childsen
harm(ul publications. It further presenves the continucd applicotion of all crinunal
Lissy, provigions securing the protection of the child whether bom or unbom
11 Chold Juguce; The Act makes provisions for the estahlishinent of “Fannly
Courls”. The counts shich will operate at the High Court and Magistrate Cour
levels huve been vesed with the jurisdiction to hear dll cases in which the
existence of a legal right, power, duty, lability, privilege, imerest, obligation ar
clanm in respect of a child is in ssue, and any crimtmu] procecding. reluing

theseto.
The Act has prunvided for Child Justice Adnunistranon, to replace the Juvenile

Justice Adniinigtration, which has been an exisience for scversl decufc® n
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Migeria. The provisions prohibit the subjection of any child 10 the crinuaal juslice
process, and guaranices Lhat due process be given to any

| child subjected w the
child justice system. at all the

stages of tnvesigalion, adjudication and disposition

af any case acamst such a chitd. It has prohibited the use of capital punishmeni.

usc af imprisonment and use of corpora) punishment 1or children under |8 years,

and turther provides for the use of scicniilic tests in deciding patemity cases

e ire all nevel provisions. as no such prohibition existed under the previous

lctg;f"lzn'lon1Ii guiding children matiers (Children and Young Persons Act -CYIPA)

The Act Irowns at insiitutionalization lor pregnant  chitdresvicenagers and
expectant mothers. 13ut swhere institutionalization is desirable or unavoidable, it
mandates the ecswblishment of Special Mothers Centre  for  pregnant
mather®/leenagers, while Children Residentinl Centre and Chitdren Correctional
Centre are 1o be established to replace the present Approved Schools created
under the CYPA. Where the court dectdes aguinst instiiuionalization. it should
usilize such disposilion micasures as disinissing the charie, placing the child under
cpre, guidance and supervision, which is now a replacement lor probation and
probution oflicers.

2 Chiklren living under difiicull arcunstances: The Act made provision 1n
ponciple for creativn of instuutions for servicing lhe needs and weltue ol
cluldren living under difficult circuinstances like orphans, sireet children und
those physically challeuged, Such provisions include the  establishment,
registtution. regulation and monitoring of Comnuwunity/Children’s 1losies. €
prusided for the supervisory lunctions and responsibilities o1 the Minister having
responsibilaty for children in relation 1o the various Children's homes. whech

inciudes monntoring, provtsion of financiul suppont, rescasch and etums ol
informutson on activitics uf these horues.

2.4 Respunsthibitics of the Children amder the Childg’s Rights et
Children under the Adt, arc alse given responsibilities which include working omitrds the

coheston of their {wnilics. respecting their parents and clders, placing their physica] und

intelicclual capabilitfes a1 e service of the Swte. conlabuiing 1o the moml well being of
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the wociets, Meengthening 806 4nd nalional solidarity. preserving the tndependence and
tﬁ"hﬂ' 07 e cluntry- redpeting the ideals of freedom, cquality humaneness. and

j’u’-hcc o all pe™OnS: refiiting with othets in the spirtt of tolcrance. dialogue and
consuliation, und contrihwing to the besi of

their abilines solidarity with and uny with
Alrics, and the world at large. To these end

the Act mandates par:ts, guardians,
institufions and authonties in whose care children are placed, 10 provide the nccessary

Buid®ces cducaton and trawning 1o cnable the children live up 10 these responsibilitics
l4rernan 2nd Nogele (1997

2.5 Sniecifiv types of Child's Righls

2.5.1, Right te Survival

Survival nights cover a child's nght 10 lifc and the needs that are maost basic lor exisience.
TFhese include the aight 10 feeding, proper nutrition, Jife before and afler birth, clolhing
descem shelier, heallh and medical care, safe waler and good sanitation. These righis ore

tundantental in that life is a prerequisite for the realization of any othes human rights

26.1.

Thu right to proper feeding mind nuirilion

Nutraional siotus ol children is meisured by Ihe levels ol stnting and wasting of
children in a populotion (WHO, 2000: Erka, ct al 2004}, Sinve the Children (2002)
ecported thar a big pereentage of children in developing countrics have nulritional

deliciencies. In South Atrien, a study by Sieyn, ctat (2002) indicittes thim 42.6 percenl ol the
houschold$ marshal so smubl an 1acome that they are in “lood MPuvert) . unable Lo allord
regulorly cven o basic suhsistence dict. This has debihinting physicaleftect on cliikiren

in Burundi. UNICLET 2007} repons that the {ood crisis has deepened leading fo a risc in the
Jeath 101y and childeen ab3ndoning school as a re suh of an unusuclly harsh dry spclt followed
by torrents wnd Aowls. In one Province alone Y08 childecn are cePOricd (o have lel <chool
Regx,as Niem six Provinces in February 2007 reveal that children are dymg from a vasnet) ,f

causcs. which range frwin being beaten for sicaling crofs to food poisoning ftom eating

unlamiliac ruess und leaves or they oré simply stacving ko death. The repen shows that prices

for the 1fast atfordable pnitein i <. beans bos almost doubled yet Hlurundisns live on lecs than
one dollar s day. Mothers as Primary care givers, have no choice bui 1o sell clothes und other

belongings s scarch s foud 10 heep their chitdren alive. The repon further pomts aut that



some families huve resormed 10 s¢lling off land, roofing sheets and even the wooden SUpPOILs
from their homes as firewood 10 buy ood. In such circum st ances, the right to tood and proper

Irition for children is o nightmare for most familics that hase no food resenes and e-1 onc
meat & day HUNICES:, 2007),

ACCO ik UXICET 12006). a child who is malnourished is much morc likely to coniract
ft‘bir‘l“rf inlection: dinrthea. measles and other preventable discases Swnting weakens
;mNUII;t)'v impairs lcarning capaciy and work performance and aflects overall quality of life
I'or pirlse I presents hduitional risk: i1 is associated not onfy with lovs: adult height but also

with small pelvic size, increasing the risk of obsirucicd labour and therzby matemal monality
(UNICET . 2006)

3.5.3. theright o life belore and afier hirth

[iicrature revicals violations ol chtld rights 10 life before and afier bisth, Pre-natal sex
sciection and infanticidc prevalent in parts of South and Gast Asia, show the low value
placed on the lives of girls and women and hive led 10 unbalaneed populations where
nicn outnumber wwoinen (WHQ, 2000). A study by llasanbegovic (20033 show that 60
nillion female. mosily from Aslon countrics are "missing’ Killed by infainicide, scleclive
gboriion, deliberute uncler-nuirition or lack of access 10 health care. A study in one clinic
in India shovved that out of 8,000 (cight thousand) aborted f(octuses, 7,997 (seven

thousand ninc hundred nincly seven) were females. Hence, denying thousands of cluldren
a night 10 lile before birth (Sen, 2001)

Llasynheguoyie. (2003) funthes revcaled honour Kidling of ktrls s young as ten years olid as
bewng mnung those Killed on the preicxt of their bewng a Kori- ot teem used lor those
havang illien relotions during 2002 in Sindh Province. Pakistan. Karo-Kan {(honou
killing has alrcady claimed more than 382 lives dunng 2002. Itonour killing licld
rescarch camied oul by wonicn activisis in Iragi Kurdistan reveals that over 4,000 lemnale
childsen were Killed benvwveen 1991 and 2000. Aguin, thirty=sis *honuur’ crimes of Soung
childsen swere feporied in | .abdnon beineen 1996-19v8 mainly in smalbcories aml vallakes
denying \bie children o right te life aficr bih. bn 2001, 147 children under 18 years old

L= in Guatemala. of which 91 pereent were boy's pitd 9
fiving in the sipects were tnurdered ain Guage

pereent weee girls (WIHO, 2080)
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In momt developi e, it - -
laptag countries. complex environment prevails for the child’s life before

and after arth mainly as a resubt ol Peor maicmal care, child delivety and carls childhood
devclopment scryvices. Accurding 10 Uganda Burcay of Statistics (2006, a rural child hus

a 60 pencenl higher chance of d¥ing before the age of 5. and an 80 per cent higher chance

have a1 least 1 antenatal vistt whereas only 42.0 percent of women make four or more
vishs during a pregnancy

pregnancy and for

s — "
o1 dying between birth and | year old. Ninety two percent (92%) of the pregnant women

Anlenatal care is critical for monitoring the pyogress of a

idennfication of problems during prcgnancy that can cause
complications w delivery and may lead to death of a child

2.54. The right e decent shelter und clothing

UNICEF: (2006)« reveals that over 2.7 million children i.c. two in every ten children
below {8 years of age sleep in an overcrowded room {more than {ive persons per room).
Aecording 10 Bukokhe ¢2002) in a study on child poverty in Uganda. children irom poor
houschohls emphasized slecping on the floor, and having nothing to cover themselycs
with nt mght. They were concemed about overcronding due w large familics and lack of
privacy, The home environment with no descent shelter fails to pravide stimulation for
chifdicn, In the study children and udults gave vivid examples of the ilb.ueatment and
shamic that comes from Juck of descent sheifter. In a redited study by \Witer (20023, lack

of washing facilittes, soap and descent clothing were seen as important {or the sclf-
estecin o [ poor children

2.55. The right to Developnicn

Deselopinent righuy include what children require in order 10 reach their fullest pstennal
i lite such os the right Yo educativn and traming. parenial Jove and caee, stimulation
carly childhood, pluy and leisute, cublusal activities, access 10 information and a well-

struciurcd transition ttuough adoleseence 1o early adulthood:

2.5.6. Right tv alucshion
UNICIE (2007) reponed 1hal, despite oversll growth 1n educational curolinent. more

than 115 iniflion children of primary’ school age do not rcecive an clenicnimy education.
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wﬂmih‘“-ﬁhr Put of cveny ten pnmary age children in ub-Sahaman Alnca
O 1O RO 10 86,00 (51 1% who do ¢o to school. only 3 sinall proportion reach a basic
%\"cr dlr all® With § few cxceptions girls are more likely than boys to be missing from
classrooms across the developing world: Girls who enroll in school often drop out when
thet ™%h pubcits Tor many reasons. The report linds that pre-priman. cducation 1s
remelt limit’d n the region. involving only onc child n ten. The situation varics

grath from onc country 1o another, with Eastern and Southern Africa accounting for
62'0 percent of these children.

}\ccording to UNESCO (2004). polictes specifically targeting girls were responsible for
confideruble 1mprovements n countries such as Benin, Botswana. the Gambia, Guinea,
l.esotho, ¥aurtania and Namibia. In Benin, lor instance, gender gap narrowed from 32

10 22 preent. due to policies such as sensitizing parents through the media and reducing

school fees lor girls it public pritnary schools in rurul areas

2.5.7. Right tu parcntal love ami care

In mos1 developing countrics, cspecialiy those affecied by HIV/AIDS the burden of
acemal Juve ond care is 1apidly shilting to femole and grandparent-headled houscholds

in Zpmbia, for example, femule-hended houscholds itre twice as likely lo care for douhde

orphuans us those headcd by men (UNICEY, 2007). As these wumen grow older or dic. the

burden passes on 160 grandparents, who increasingly arc becoming surrogate parents o
their beroved grandchildren, ofien with fcw resources.

Girandmathers already care for aboul half of ull orphans in Betswony and Thailand, while
in Namibia the proportion of double and single orphans living wath their Brandparenis
rose fram 4.0 percent W 61,0 Dereen between 1992 and 2000 (LINDP, 2005), In
| )ganda, the Ljgondn Rurcau ot Suotistics, (2003) rcported 1thar 1.8 milliun ($3%) of it
children below' 18 years ol ogc had lost a1 least onc ol their parcnts hence depriviauen of
parental e and luve. This is cvidenced by the incecasing nunther of chitd-licailed

houschotds and the shredding o1 communiy safcty net systcnis that cxPOses many

aiphans 10 multiple vulnerubslities withour prwicction.
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! ﬁ%omﬁ;on ‘praclicc' in many communitics 1o place orphaned children 1n hous.1olds
" headed by adult® Once the parenis dic, orphans are separated and cistnbuted among
TarL;uus relatines+ some of whom may live far away from the children’s paternal home In
many cases the lostering adults neglect the children’s emotional demands of associating

with their larges patr;ﬁn’cal kin and hardly allow them 1o visit their relfatives (UNAIDS,
2004)

Lookin g al parental love and care m tie context of children svho coine 1 conllict with the
laws Sate the Children UK and UNICEF (2002) found that 53% of the childr:n in
.R&gum Remand Hlome were stayin@ with their parents prior to detention and the resi
were stay'ing With tiembers of their extended families, It was further noted thnt mest of
their paremis/guardians were low-income camers. The study shows thal most ol these
children were charged with thelt especially of food and other petty tiems. This study

conctuded that most chitd oficnders comc from relatively poor economic backprounds

and they end up offending in order to sutvive n lerm that has ceme to be referred 10 as
"sunival oflending”.

2.5.8. Right 1o play and leicure

Althoygh literatere Bardly exists on this nght. child play and stintulation are essential for
brain devclopment and contribuie to a child’s full potentind. The early vears of a chidd’s
life arc enitical for the development of the poiential of human being: and the lirst seven

ycars asc characle fiscd by the raPid development of the physical. emotionat. intellectuad,

social and mora! churacter of the child

in Uganda rura! areas. children aged less than 5 years have inadeguale opportunities {or
plav and stumulaon in salc and nurtonng environmenis. At the same ime carcgivers
hove inadequate knowledge and skills needed for optimum care 1hat enhince children’s
growth and development (UNICEP: 2006)

2849, Right tu prulection

These Pchis tequiie that children be wfcguatded apainst all lorms of ubuse, violemky,
g - . |

nqiuu arsd ﬂphﬂmmﬂ Ay well as nxhts W speciil] asmslance measurey in the case ul
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~ those wWhu are aflected by conflict. marginalized or deliberately excluded and those who
Enﬁ.::r ﬂwzlﬂfcs. or arc otherwise especially vulnerable,

2 : b ; .
A, Right ta protection against ull forms of mistrcatment, abuse, neglect

and exploitation
Sexual abuse 15 the most nrevatem form of abuse against children Even though it a'tects

bath buy's and girds. girls are more vulncrable 10 this form of abuse 1he cstitnnted ratio ot

sexual abuse by' gender 1s 80:20 female 10 male (UNICEF, 2006) Abuse occurs in all
placcs such as homes, instituttons of Icarming, children’s homes, and religious istitutions
amongst others- It 1s estimated that | in 10 adults were sexuvally abused as clnldren OFf

those abused, about 56.0 percent often involy¢ non-contrac) sexual exposure but 1n erotic

winy'y ind 44.0 percent involve actual physical (scxual) comact (UNICEL:, 2006)

| fasanbegonic. (2083) reported that almost onc milfion boys and girks in Asta spend cach
night providing scxunl scevices 1or adults. Most of these children are coerced, kidnapped
or sold into this multi-billion dollar industsy. In India, the sexual ¢xpionation of children
15 increasing at an alamung raic in ety slums. according 1o child rights activists (Sen,
2001), A survey by the Dehli based Joint Wonien's Progranimie found that uvp to (2.0
percent of children living in the shanty towns of India's citics were being cxploited
¢\Makhungu 2008). It found thiat a vissi majority' of 1he children wete being tricked mio
prosuiution by contractors, who bring them froin villoges on the promisc of good jobs 1n

the ety “fhe survey lound thay, although girls were more vulnerable. young bays were
also at nisk

A study b} Dipak (2004) on violence agninst children. revealed that 75.8% of 1he
childten studied repoited baving cxperienced sexual violence such as cxposurc (o
pomography. besng touched. unswanicd artention, being exposed 10 adults having sex,
lorced (0 touch adulis (n sexual wivs and forced 10 have sex. Ofhe total number. 322
petcent of the childien sud they had expenenced il a1 hoine, 24.3 percent a1 school, ard

34 2 pereent buth ot home snd in school while 9.3 percent violence from the comimuniy




cking is another form of abuse chitdren sufler. 1 is a global problem aliecting
¢ numbers of children. it is estimated that as many as 1-2 million children are

' m&i every vear i.\\'—%khungu 2008). There is a demand for traflicked children as
é‘h‘&ib labour or lor sexual explonation. Children and their families are oficn unaware of

m" dangers of irafficking. believing thar better employmem and dives tie m other
counines'

UNICEY (2007) estimaes that 1,000 to 1.500 Guatemalan bubics and ¢lnldnen are

traflicked each ycar for idognion by couples in North America and Lurope. The repont
further revieals 1that girls as young as 13 (mainly froin Asin and Eastern Europe) nre
irafficked as ““m:nitorder brides”" 1 4rge numbers ol children are being tratlicked 1y Wegt
and Ceniral Africa, mainly for domestic work but also lor sexual explostation and tu wark
in shops or on furms. Nearly 90 percent of these trufiicked domestic workers ane girls
Children frein Togo. Madi. Burking Faso and Ghana are tmilickad to Nigeria, bvony

Coast, Benin, Camcroon and Gubon. Some are sent as fiar iway s the Niddle East and
L urope ( Wakhungu 2008).

Wakhunitu (2008) reported that physical abuse in children 15 o common prociice mainly
under the preiest of discipline. While discipline retnmins u desirable  aspect of
socitizatten o children. the manncr in which ttas fusiered i chtldren has led to cases of

abise. Adults have tailed to sepusdile discipline frim pumisiunent. For instance schoo)

teachers, especially in rural schools, canc cluidren aimost as an end tn nself.

Sloth-Nielsen, (2002) reported that South Afnica 11 one of Ihe couniacs wheee violence
against children in form of physical abuse is still vory high cven when o number of years
have passed smnce Lhe wansition from & police state under apastheid to democracy

mmmthMWIhﬁ degree coroe 1o be seco as @ normual

conilict, and s the preferred method of disciplining childeen
phenomenon for resolving

- (deri hmﬂmwhfﬂf states that children have the fght o
from economic exploitation and from performing any work, that is likely to
:W : et with the chwld » adastson of to be harmiful to the child's heahih
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rm mental, spmtu&l. moral or social developinent (Article. 32) bhe assue od
& M!uon hus penerated heated debate in recent years. One sicte of- the debale sees
L‘W Yﬁ.Mr as a majof obstacle 10 social and cconomic progress and looks forwrd to a
world where all children are 1n school and not in the work force Others argue that
Eﬁ':iﬂ;’tn?s work 1s 4 vital houschold responsce to poverty, and that work can be beticficil
9s well as harmtul. Wihile many children start work below the age ol 10, particularly

lf\osc dmn'g domestic chores or helping with family faorms or businesses, the mnjomv of
s%‘brkm\g children are aged 1010 14110, 1993).

An estimated 230 nnllion children are engaged in child labour out of which alinost three
Qquianers (171million) work in hazardous siwnations or conditions such as working in

mines: working with chemieals und pesticades in agricultuee or working with dangerous

machinery (UNICEL, 2007). They are everviwhere bul invisible, twiling as domestic

sepvanis in homes. labourtng behind the wulls of workshops, and hidden froen view in
plantations. The vast ajority of child labourers ic, 70.0 percent or more wek n
agriculture, only about 3.0 percent work in the production of intemationally troded goods

such as the irainers and foothalls that have anmmcled so much attenuon in the West in
reccnt years (UNICEF, 2007).

2801, Right 10 pratection against harmful situations und practices

Yemzle Genital MutlgionCutiing {GEMACY (s one of the hannful prictices thin childre
and wome face, It is mainly pericamed on children and adolescents between four 14) 1o
fouttcen (14) years of age (WHO 2007). In some countnes, however, up 1o holf of
GEVWC s posformed on infsms under one yeas old, inctuding 43,0 percentan Entrea and
29 petcent in AMah (USICET. 2007, FGMIC 1s practiced (or a number of rcasoas
including control and reducing female sexuiality, thaiation (or girls into womanhood.
social integtation and the maintenance of swocial cohesion, beliel that lemale genitalia #re
dirty and unwightly, enhancing fertility and child survival and mistaken belief that
FOGMIC is @ religious reqquirement {USAID, 2006)

£l antiomater that gver the werkd. 100 16 130miflion girls and women have undergone
mhﬂm Anssaslly over § million girhe are #t risk of this practice. which

0




L}Hﬁ%rv‘! Afnciin countnes, 4 1ew countries in the Middle Cast and Asia The practice

ﬂi@ |ﬂ!'r&asﬂg'l'§ found tn lurope. USA, Australia and Canads prunaply, among the
Tmm'ﬁ'ml ant$ lrom Africa and South Westem Asia (WHO. 2002 and UNICT:L 2007) All
-

over Afncl. two nillion girls are subjected 10 'GM/C every year Over 90.0 pereent of
g;!"ls in Northem Sudan (Save the Children (Ssveden), 2003b) and 73.0 percent n
l?"lllrnp';:s' (Sav'e the Chitdren (Sweden). 2003) undergo FGAYC. This harmful tuditional

praciice has been gomg on lor centunes in these countries despite the health risks and the
excruciuting pain the children endure.

In Nigena. the praciice of Female Genital Mutilation is widespread among tnbes and
rehigious groups where the milder forms are done except in the South-south region where
infibuiations (ahe to1a) closing of the vulva) is done but usually aller age five (Natiana

Population Comnussion, 2004). 1t 1s more prevalent wnung the poorly cducated  low
soc10-coonomic and lew socictal-siatus groups (Anufora, 2000

Renloving of girls breasts 1s another harmlul practice which 15 common in Cameroon
One gquancer of all Cameroomian women are said 10 been victims of this painful “breasi
froning’ us 1t ts. known, [ronically, the tradinon was a mystery 1o many in the Wesl
African nation until 5 recent campaign (o stop the potenually dangerous practice aimed st
delgving & young girl's natural developmens {Wakhungu, 2008) Ceratdine Sirri was only
nine years When ber mgther staned daily massoging her breasts with blazing bt stone 10
kecp them {lat and kee] men's handts and cves ofF her doughter. Aller six Jays of

massage WwWith bot pestie, she would switch to another instrument. like a coconut shell
hicl 1d also be heated over fue (The New Vision. Thunday' June 27th 2006)

y I MY Right to particifiatn

Participation rights revolve sround the oghts of freedom of expreswion, thoughi,
consckence and religion and the right of the children 10 exgress their vicwi, especinly on
‘matiers directly affecting thesr welfare, while waking mto sccount the chuld’s age and
matunity. The CRC wmsmp-uumtmmchau-m is capable of
mhqhuﬂ vigwn the right o esprens those views ficely in all matters

'Mw

N
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l’&:ﬂ:%:ﬂi«ﬁ in all matters affecting their lives depending on their age and
ability

Ré!i)ou'd’:ng 10 this citegory of nghts has praved a special challenge, for it requires the re-
ondntition of approaches (Wakhungu. 2008) For exampte. instcad ol confining children
to the rolc of passive beneficianes, participation rights stipulaies that children should he
g:\'cn the opportunity 1o become achive contributors in activities undenakien on their
beliall. The devel and degree ol panticipation ol children i devclopment 1s. tnrgels.
dependant and Jetermined by two factors. First is the extent 10 wluch adults vreate
apportutitics and space for children to participaic, and second is children's own ntucity

Ievel, knowlcdge. skills. exposure. information and experiences (Wakhungy, 2008)

According 10 Karkara. et al (2004} the term child panticipation is somctinies used \veny
looscly, as if all assumptions around s meaning and application are conmnonly shared
can.afso e used 100 narrowdy, conlining 1ts nicaning to 1tmting children to express their
vicws In addition child consultaitons of this latter kind have ofien been resincsed o one

off sessions_ rether than instituled as an ongoing process.

A numlbxr of prognansg have cmierged to increase the paniaipotion nights of children in
wrirtal countries including Bangladesh. Central America. England. India.  Nepal,
1'&1,\011. geollnnd, Brazil, Tajikistan, Vietnam Wales. Nigena. Morocco. Ethiapia and
Zimbabwe and Legnda {Wakhungu. 2008). For example, Black Y2004) reporied an

a1 Cac i’tt,#:mmc in Andhra Pradesh, India that works with daughters of sex workers
and ou-__r E‘ﬁl vaulnerghle 1o trafficking. In the programnme, children aged 12 1o 18 Years
campaign against child rafficking and prevent their entry into sex work. The girls have

_and on a regular basis present their needs 1o decision
developed posters and messapcs

makers (Flack. 2004)

i Ay, It wet the outcome of a policy déciman in Indar that cluldren should be
Similart PN — all prograsmme watl The procest always involves chilfdren

: -“wwﬂwmumhﬂlmd:wdﬂﬂfar;t.nh
|l:::m' They ¢ R s i the ITAETYicwing Process, presented

12




| lr@ﬂdct&"& candidaie’s applications and asked to frame 3-4 questions Lhey, then

v

. o ) r
 take part as pancl members alongside. and with cqual status to the adull members (Save

the Children. 2002)

In Elh';Hﬁ;a. chitdren were consulied during the planning of a project that resulted n a
c'ﬁangc n the focus of the proscct, from dcaling primarily with education to also
addressing child labour issues (Save the Children. 2003). In Morocco. disabled cluldren
who were involvied tn a project 1o unprove the quality of an orthopacdic workshop
providing cqu;pmcnl for children with physical impuimients identilicd a need tur a leatlet
to promole informanon about the use of prostheses and hoss 1o use them salely 1he

children planned the nitiative, designed the Jeaflet and decided how 11 should I
disscminated Save the Children, 2003)

In Ligandi, kkampala, 3n anitcatae involving 200 children was inuoduced to address child
abuse n the community'. The childien were involved in identifying needs, and designing
inlerventions and stratcgies for implementation. The children, atl ged between 10-94
¥eory, created their own structure for implemenung the project which imvolved a project
steerink committce of 18 children for overall planning. a munagement commitiee for
handling the implcmentation of proicet activitics, a child protection comminiee for
invesligating, hearing and handling cascs of abuse and ncglect apd an sdvocacy
conimitice fesponsible for cobununity sensitization of child nghti and child abuse
\Manber. ¢:1;tlt:1= committees were all clected by other childeen 1n the commumity (Save

the Clildren. 2002).

79 Lcrishative measures fo pryftole child’s rightc 10 basie health aud welfare:
Nigeria has developed a number of reliciol. plans and strategies that provide cnabling
environment {or child survival and development. These include

i ‘National Child Health Policy of May 2005 which prinides a long-term dirtion
for protecting and promoting the bhesith of chuldren. It provides a holistic and
WMMMMMWIHM&E:MI all key
mwmwﬂm-ﬂ.&wmm fhe document
mmmwﬁw‘ﬂﬁMmﬂf governmen! and major

¥}




k.t.kohﬁfi\ﬁ’d provides the framework for planning, manngeinent, delivery and
-"'&rhé?'r%n of senvices 10 address criticnl problems affecting childcare o the
%rgu 'L.roup

L. 'Qnuonai Response Plan of Action on Orphans and Vulnerahle Clutdren {OVC),
2&)6-30!0 which was developed with the establishment of an OVMC Unit in the
I'ederal Ministry of Works and Social Development. The Nattonal #tan ol Action

e L 3
on OVC when fully impientented would addeess the necds o OVC at vanous
locations 11 the country.

il L)

m*  National ARV Plan: Measures to reduce mothee-1o-child transnussion of 131V

include @ phin 10 aceclerare access 10 Anti-Retrovical Thempy (AR1) hy reacling

250000 Pcople Living with HEV/AIDS (PLWHA) in nced of treatiient by the end
of year 2006.

Other notable policics, plans and stmlegics that have been develeped include:
I. National Policy on Female Genital Mutilation {2005)
National Policy on Malana Conuol (2005)

2.
3 National Guidelines on Infant & Young Child Feeding (2005)
1. Natipnal Policy an Infant & Young Child Feeding (2005)

hS

. Natipnai Stalegic Plan for implemenuing Global Strategy on Infun
Chald
Feeding (2006) on Infant & Young Child Feeding (2005)

& Youny

o

7 National Guidclines on Micronunents Deficiencies conurot n Nigena (2005)

& National Guidelines and Stratcgics for Malaria Preventron/Control Buning
Pregnancy (2005)

9. National Policy on Adolescent Health and Dvelopenent 1 2006)

10, National Maternal, Newbom and Child Healts Strategsc Document (2007)

28, Mcasures (v prevens child irafficking: A number of administrative moesures
mhw o cumbad illicit ttamsler and noneretum of children. In September
2K hf*ﬂww-“w{-mrmwlim

u“ﬂﬂhﬂu_m“m‘mmﬂw
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M‘uulﬁm ol vraflicked victimns, This cvoived into the office of the Special Assistant to
the Pre esidemn Human VealMicking aid Child Labour,

In 2003, the Govemment of Nigerma in a syslcmatic ¢
Nationa! Agency

vesting it w

Mort o figh lraficking sct up the
crsons (NAPTI1*) pursiant 10 the Act

and presccution ol offenders thereol
crsons’,

tor the Prohibition of Tratlic in P
1th the responsibility for "Investigation

andthe counscling and rehabilitation of 1raficked P

Cooperation Agreenmients huve been signed between Nigena

and Spain, laly, Benn
Republic

and Saudi Arabia. Two coordinating groups and

W Ant- Fralticking Network
have been set up by the

Agency, with the suppon of the United S1ate Depastment ot Stute
and UNICET to (acilitate syncrgy and converge

nce on combating Child Irafticking iy
Ni@rin

The Ani - DPrafficking Network has been established i 11 Southem Nigena 1ealls hing

endemic States of Ogun. Lagos, Ondo, Delia, o, Akwa Ibom, Cross River Rivers,

Ebonyi. Imo and Abia for sensitization and awarencss creation of people a1 the grassroots

the emerging trends, focus has also
shifted to idemifiing the major routes for troiTicking swtuated in the

© siem the prablem of trafficking from source. With

Northern States
Consequently, an asscsstment of the stiuation of child wafficking in Bomo. Yobe, higawa,

Adamawa, Taraba and Kano States was conducied 10 Provide an updme on the
magnitude, sources, transil routes. perpetraton and destinations of children yaflicked in
thiese states leading 10 the expansion of the Network 1o another 11 States in the Yorth
Katsina, Yebe, Bavno, Niges, Jigawa Sokolo, Kebby, Kwar and Tarabg,
E? K:w 10 22 states. However, with nppon of vanous UNICEE Field oifices in
| 9 b ' sdded to the
the country. four more states (Kogt, Eougu, Anambm. Hayelsa) bave been
nctwork.

hay been *‘m both at nafional and state levels with the Police.

m w T

I l NGOs and other govenunestal agescses o sddress the problem of ciuld
Istwnsigration,

 trafficking




The Act has so far been circulated to educate.

sensitize and create aw
malaise of child trafticking. ‘The

ireness on the
Nigeria Immigration Senvice {NIS) and
+ including 1he Nigeria  Cystoms Senvice
Opcralions at the borders to check the

other border
control agencies (NCS), have

inten iified
llegal movement or ransii

P ol children across the
nice recenlly cestablished specialised  Anti-Ligman

The Nigeria Police Yorce atso has & unit dealing with internal
and cxtemal trafficking. Several NGOs have undenaken awarencss

boardcrs. The Immigrition Se
Traflicking Depanment,

hrograminics on the
issuc of human irafficking,

cspecially of womenand children

The impacy of Nigeria's eooperation with countrics of destin

ation has resulted in Jn
Increase in the level

of arrest and prosccution of those
willicking and other forms of scxual  expluttation

inlcmational agencics and NGOs

imolved 1 wonien and chid

Development  pariers and

have given materials and technical support to NAP 1l

lo assistan the rescuc, rehabilitation and social reintegration of trafYjeked pcrsons

29.  Health Effccts of denying Cluldren their Righis

The articles of the CRC can e @ouped 1910 throe brsad closses of nights

ptotection,
provision and panicipation. AN three are aPplicable 10 health and hecalthcage

. and arc
fequired 10 ensure optimal child Ixalth oulcomes. £xamples of heshh 15sucs that eelate to

some classes of chtldren’s nghts are highlighted below-

2.9.1 Protection from Child Labaur
Worldwide there are esiimated to be 250 million children who conttirtbuie 10 the work
0

I 17¢ million of whom are consadered &) work 1n hazardous situations (Watersion

o,

and Galdhagen, 20071, As these children represent (be most marginali sed citizens in uur
: ' daled heillh burdens As

fer from the effect of poverty mnd its gssocial
societies, they also suf

Ihj‘ 30 tf to school, they capenence opportunty costs in relation (o thetr lost
_ 4 el go : s _
education and subseguent employment opportumtics

292, Meshih vlfect of Cinld | aboor

X of ing childern i macked They often work in hazardous
' _ W bealth of working
mmhhl , Thest groowth, developencet snd meety] health are harmed b



this environment, They are deprived of adequate nutnition, an cducation
) of parenting, In Jordan, lHowamdceh

who work outside the home were s
| &gdrgms o Jay. The study’

and the henetits
and Spepcer, (2001) (1 their study found tha boys
tunted, anacmic. gngd 3
showed that 15% had sraried W ork before 1he age of [0 yeary
and 86% were working 40 b a w ¢ek. This s despite the strict lmys w Jordan
child labour

8% smoked more ihan fie

that prohibit

2.9.3. Selutiony suggested

UNICEF (2004) recogpmzes that child labour might

he an cconomic nccessny for som
families, and 1hat rapidly ending

all child 1abour 15 noy possible. Raising awareness in the
North ol"the harm being done \hrough child labour

IS ctucial, b ouside pressure 1o end
all labour may not be helpful

WVorking through govermiments and NO1I- 2oV

mmnental
organizarions is tnore likely 10 be eftictive,

and 10 pariculir 10 work for L
of Imesnational fabour Organization Convention number (82 to ¢nd the

child labouz, ensure thm cducation, cven if pan

rtificanen

Worst fooms ol

ume. is provided, and support other key
ureas of the child’s development such as health. hutntion and sanitnion (UNICEL, 20043

Prusisinn: Support Services for Children with Disabilities

Accordirig 10 UNICEF 12006), there arc 170 million children 10 the world with
disabilities, und onc in ten of them have a senous disabitity. The vast majonty have no
access lo rehabililative or SUppon services, and many aie unable to acquire a {ormal
education. In many cases, disabled childien are smply withdrawn from community lile;
cven i1 theiy s not sctively shumncd or maltreated. 1hey are often Iefl without adequalce
care, I is estimated that only 2% of dissbied children in developing countsies hate any

-ﬁmn of rchabilitstion assistance of education (Waterston and Goldlt{: gen, 2000)

Violence and abuse is three times more likely 10 happen w0 4 :nb:cd !chald They aee

segrepated and marginalized in special institutions, day cvmtres and schools

Tealih coffecty The health effect of disability is lifedong. Lack of services may lead 1o

|ﬁl’“ IM‘. ﬂ often to malnutnooe, montsl health prodems and chyonie pain owing 1o

arsd froey yesuppunied smibulaton The compuunding cflect of poserty
-contractures and wes |

L))
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hﬁmwlﬂ' ill health [ ack ol ed
hﬁtm

w has been intrducey iy nany ceuntriv

1 At in the UK. 1993, and the Amenc
m 10 ensure that there is 10ceeased recognitio

neation utien

S (e, the
ans with Disabilities At

0 of disability needs and
W tratning of profcssionals and vthers who come

caph Thn has vame into cifect as a result of lobbyin
h Eoups and health professionals, |t i 1o providing
' mwﬂh disabilities, it will be i INcTea:angly necessary 1o CRRAge, train und

m“\max OFFAZISAUONS. profcssionals, parents of disabled children ang
m <hildren themselves 10 work together 1o ¢ffect change

Lo contact with

g and political agtsvisn
a high prioniy is 10 be o give

ﬁ. Violence against Children
:ﬂ:‘m o1 children’< nghts can legitimately be deseribed as harmaful

practices,
HH raditom. Sulture religion or superstition. They

arc perpeirated and aciively
Sondorcd by the child s paronts or significant adults within the chtld’s community,

m*m ofien perpetroted against children, who clearly lack the capac
Bemscnl or o fefuse comsen) themselves Assumptions of pasenial povners o nghts aver
m.nn- the pcTpevabon of 3 wide range of thuse practices by parenis dircetiy,
_,vﬁ, other mndividuals with parents” assumed or actual conseat ( Joy for ch’

20075,

lhese

ny' to

"deen

W, stolatsons of children’s nghts take place throughout Nigerin. The

o~ ﬁ. | I.I l ‘Hm levels. envuomem) degradotion and cerupiien mean that

w# mot enjoy their bwic nghs. These include tie nghy to food, wuler,
md education (UNICEF Fac Sheet Nigerin 2012),

Seccretary-Ceneral’s Study on Vielence Against Chitdren (2000)

ce in a pumber of witings. including:

 For many childres around the murld, home is 1ot o sale pliwe
ko # sod Ueatmwent, enotional viclende iwhuding

"



r
1

is oflen present. and carries with 1 itS owWn burde

ns of ill health. | ack of education often
leads o lack olachicvement gnd 0 social jsolatio

n.

Solutiony gyppested: Legislatfon has been

mtroduceqd p many countre
Misability Discrimination \et

S (cg. the
+ 1995, and the Americans with Brsabilities
M there s jnereased recognition gf disability necds gnd
inng of professionals and others who come 010 contiacy with

This has come into ctfect 45 0 result of lobbying und political
by consumer groups and healih professionals, If high priority is 10 be QY
senviees 1o children with disabilitics, st wil] be

in the 1K Acl
inthe GSA. 1990) 10 ensure ih

fﬁ\provcd awareness and 1r;
disabled people. aetivisin

N 1o pruvling

ncreasingly NCcessary' to engage, inin and
Prepare nongovermment organisations,

Prolessionals, parents ol disabled childenen angd
disabled children themsclves 10 work together to etfect change

2.14.  Viclenee against Children

All violations of children’s nghts can legiimately be desenbed us harmfut prictices,

hey are perpetrated and active]y

within the child's colimunity. These
harmfu] practices are often perpetrated against children. who cicarly Tack the capacity fo

consent or 1o refuse consent themselves. Assumptions of parenta] powcees or rights over

bascd on tradition, cultore, religion or superstition

tondoncd by the child’s parents or sipnificant adults

thear children allow the perpetration of a wide range of these practices by parents directly,

¢ by ather individunls with parents’ assumed or actual consent ( oy fo: ch
B obos) -

ddren
2007

Widcspread  violaions of chiklren's nghts take place throughout Nigerin.  The

benation of high poverty levels. emviteamental degradation and corruption mean 1ha
“mmm;: r:h.-ilnh-m do not enjoy their basic nghts. 1hese inclode e nighis 1o food waler,
Botising. bealth and education (L/NICET Fact Sheet Nigemia 20142)
| : Secretany-Crencral’s Study on Violence Againm Childien (2004,
The Unied Nations )

1 tading
a number of sctlings, inc

reponted on violence 10

: rﬂmmmhmﬂ.mumﬂ:u!rphc
e peniiunent gnd ‘retescer  emotumial S nlence i huhing

B wof)

.?"""' NS pyson



insults, nume-calling, (hreays. 1solation gn| rcjeclion; neglect; sexual e

Mmestic violence,

catly
- harm(ul (raditiony| customs: and witnessing do

St’“ﬂﬂls anal L‘lhlclniOnn' sc“ings - [n many

countries, physical punishme
recatment by (cachers s

4 roulinc part of school fife Girls
ahused or raped at school of on their way there

serious problem. (jlohal

reponicd that they hy

ntand cruel

mny be harassed verbally:,

Bullying besween children can be |
studies found that belween

20 and 60 per cent of ¢huldeen
ad been bullied wr school in 1l

past month
Orphanages, children's homes And other institutions - There

e cight nallion children
around the world swho live aw

Ay from their familics Children in this sty

dnon may lace
neglect and violence froin stfY and from other children

Sustice systemy, prisons and detention cenwres - In same countries, children whe hyve

ot Chatdren tn prison or
nsk of violence from sinftand fromother Young peaple or adulis

commitled a critne can face physical punishme

dclention centres
arc al

Workpluce - The international Labour Organisation cstiinutedi tha,

in 2004, 218 mallion
¢hildren were tnvolved in child labour Children who

work ina} he weated violently by
employers. stall'and clicnts. More than one million chtldren use used n prostiwtion c\cny

year and others are forced into bonded labour or slavery

Commuaity - Communstics such as viliages, neighdeurhoods. streets of groups should
R \ :

be pl wherc children free] guoiocied and supported llowever. oflen they can be places
ploces w

h voung people fBoe ruks from uaflicking and kidnapping. violence from other
where v

children, violence from boyfriends or girlfiiends and sexual violence. Childsen ma)
be exposed to violence through the medea—ad the internes

also

2,11 Iptcnyeptions tu pireveot of iolstiva of Chikd's Right
: olocling childron agaiost thew forms of violescr and abuse. and promoting belicr
:hi" conditions for the most vuinersbde are fundamental principles for the international
' Th'-.l."liul Nalioos Conontion. snd its Commitics, on e Rights of (he




ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ?‘ Minister Giulio Te
'H;, foremosy ds‘jeetives lor preve
Vulnerabilitics and
need 10 hawve

tevelopment.

m:rﬂogﬂsc the need for specific |¢

gislative provisions 10 protect
71, 2012),

children
ntion of violation of child

rights are 10 reduce eisks and
cnhance faciors and capacitics g(y

Blageous o the child, henee the

4 wholesomg, lcarning cnvironinent supportive of quality growth

and

Intecmationa) JPCNCICS 100 should make pnportany advagye

rights. i partnership with both NON-EOVCme
govemments, I3oth ¢

¢S in pramoating ¢hild

nal organizations gud nationul
lecironic and print niedia should re

port rnore about isgyey
specslically alfecting children

Strengthening laws that make it a criine 10 use violence agamst childeen and

public abowt them. Clear laws, policies and feocedine
chitdren and policics adv'ocating “children fiesy”

sensitizing the s 10 protect

10 heighten peuple’s aw areness

o0 the need 1o promote child welfare and development, The presence of 4 legal
Iramecwork o protect children is thus a must

There’s need 1o srengthen reporiing mechanism on Violence sgainst children a

local, national, regional and intermational levels. Most cases on chitd s

wolation go unreponed and it beeomies hard to ascertasn the magnitude of the

praoblem te help in designing appropeiate inten entions. { Joy for children 2087,
Giovemment intervention in policy review, funding of NGOs advocating for ¢hild
nghts and rescarch (s oeeded. The govemment should Pul morc eNorts in
athocstiag fos child rights in the country by enacting more policies on preveaisar
of ¢hild rights violstn and alio spporung the upcoming NGOs thar intend 10
cnhiznge this campaign.

Govermmenty mis iovest & educauon as 11 iy the most potent clement i the
development of crizems and the astion. Edecazon must net just be for children,
but for the parenty am) commaenty & will

Abolistunet of corporal pusisbencets i schiols and homes, there 3 namber o)
mﬂiﬂ.mm“hﬁwwﬂmhmn'm burning
huﬂ’umf_ﬂltﬂih denying them what the like ot



t:ﬁ'cm' they

do something

rong dike not watching 1heir favorite programs
(canoons) or ROINg out 10 play

| A child's own qualitics. characicristics and CMCIBINE  compeiengic:  are
themyelves  importan; prolective factors that wil| prevem their abuse gnd

aching them dcvclopmcnlall_\' appropniale
and safe, children can be ¢

maltreatment. By e Way's 10 stay' healthy
Mpavered to protect themsel \Ves.

* The fumily chould be strengthened and suppioried

10 provide quillity care aud
education for children, there is also the

need 10 cdueate {amilies and the

cnninunities on the menace and s of these phenonicnon

* An clticient and cficetive system ol idemificaiion, dewerion, reporling and
among the kcy mcmbers of soctcty (poverninent

govemment, business, church. miedix and the

processing ‘manaping . Non-

coinmunity) on the incidence of

child abuseanalurcatment is crucial to preventing, reducing or climinming bns

problem. | ence a systematie. standard. Integrited and cotnprehiensive approach is
therefore requited to respond cllectively to the prevention of

violation child’s
nght Yangeo (2010)

Violenee ts among 1he greatest problems facing children worldwide and s prevalem inall

North and South countries. Violence presents within the family and the conununny, is
porpetrated by the stale on children in custody and in public care. and through war. In
2001, the LN established & major intermanional study on violence agmnst children! 3 in
collabormion with UINICEL, the UN High Commissioner for |luman Rights and the

World iigalth Orgsmzation. {Paulv. 2005)

3.32. lmplcmentation of the ctnld™s Rights Actin Nigeria
-\. : ding to the l'cdert] Minisuy of 1 Jdsce Repon (200%) \he folkwnng steps have been
. ‘n : 1 r "
;:: o ) ' of the Chuld’s Rights Act in Nigeria
ensure implementation

. Discriminativn againm children: Swos oen ot all ievels of ginvemment 1o
Feadicating Dis . _ b hede  Enlightenment campmgns.  shills
N Liscrimination against childeen
garls. laws agamut Female CGenstal Mutilation in the wouthermn sLaki oy
!!- | I.'H* incidence s ot provalent. motivatuon tar school envoimen of
| Of e cousaey - the states of Zamfara, N sshi,
A | | b gicls n
A 4




| e and Boma, Prov ision o swhotarsh
| 1%;!«?@&: Girl-Chily I ducation Projects (GEP) across gl
mm‘um and displaved ¢hitdren have been established 1 the border
‘&hﬂ.\lll!ln.,_ Bayeisa, Bauchi and Ogun Siaees:
I SO pationwide,

IPs Lor gisls i twelve stues of
country,
towns of
Stablishmem of k4 Schools iy

28 schools for physically chaflenged children iy Dclta. Rivers,
mmm..m,am. Cross- River, Niger, PMatcau, Noyi, Sokoo and ko

e FCT: EstaMishment of By-c rehabilitation e
Cross River Swutes

Leprosy

arm Sules angd

nters for sirvet children i Rivers
Esablishment of thop-in-cenipe

Sokoto and Ebanyi States and also 10 Lagos by some
trafficked Children in Edo. Kanmo. Akwa

angd
5 by the Federl Governmment iy
NGOs; Establishmen of shelters for

ibom. Sokoto, Lagos und the 1°CT I’rohibuion
r Statcs
schools in Kano. Baro, Gombe and Bauchi

of chilithood marnagein Kebbi and Nige - Prohibition of withdrawal of iels lroin

States. Provision o1 Iree and

compulsary
Primasy and secondary education in Ebonyi. Lagos and Ovo

] [

I'rotection  from  cultural pructices: Shecific mecasures Wwken by 1the Nigenan
G™emnment tp cOmbar such hamtd cultural practices agamsl the best interesi of. the
child include: Prbhibition of Child Tralticking by’ TmAicking in Persons (PProlibition)
Law Enforcement and Adminisiration Act 2003: Edo State Law on Femiale Gemtal

Mutilstion 1):G4,—2000 ban* the pracuice of FGM and prescribes the pumshment ol
MNIO00 fine or six momh* impnsonment for its violation: Bills prohibing Female
Genital Mutilation have beep essed in cleven staies; 1he National Policy. on Food and
INUtrition in Nigeria 200( addresses zoqnk others, cultural nuirinonal praciices that gause
deficicncics associated with begh rste of (nf,he mostality and morbidity: The Northem
States of Zamfara, Sokoto, Kebbi, gaauna Kano. Jigawz. Yobe, Rauchi ynd Bomo
where the Shan'as Legal systern 8 being applied, haye witnessed commitment of
povemment to the wellwr of the loss privileged chuldren. notably orphany and 1he
nenerows child beggan prevalent in those matex, The Shari's Legal system dowey tuit

ﬂ“lm hat allows G fontering aod inherniance rights defined by a witl

m o <hildren, theroby paardicg sgamt posmble discrimination against sl
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n: The activitics

and ciforts put in place by the government 1o sccure
the sunvival nghts of the Nigenian

nciude the following: Developnie
Matemal. New born gnd Chid 1 ¢

“alth Stratcgy in 1he MO [yunched i Mych 2007,
Formation ol Sacial Mobilizayon Commiitiees, at pational. statc an

IMmunisation of children against Poliomyelitis and other childhoad kille
Regular de-worming exercises for children in prntary schoo

Pre- and post-natal medical care for women

ntof the |ntegrated

d local |evels, o)
r (Iismscs:
Is across the country; Frce
and children up to the ape

ation excreisc: Rell-back Malaria
populanzation of the use of nsecticide -tre

breast-lceding for

ol {ive years;
project. mecluding the

ated mesquito nets; Promotion of exclusive
the first six months of life; Promotion

lodine and \awnin A supplcmicnt

of hyuschold and comniunity
for child sunvival, such as narent and community edye

inomtoring tar under-five, Oral dehydration therapy for
Monagement of Childhood

pructices N imtatives; Group

arthea diseases: Intepated

lliness (IMCI); and School Feeding Programmne in Abiy,
Benue. Enugu. Imo. Kogi, Nasarawa and Osun States

Child*s right to freedom of ¢xpression: Scetion 39 of

the Nigerian Constitytion and
section 3 of the CRA 2003 guarantee freedom:

of expression 1o all ¢nizens sncluding

childeen. The inauguration of the Nigenan Childeen's Parlizment In December 2000 has

provided o forum {or children o patticipate in aflawrs atlecling them and has been
uistitutionalized. A platform for children to diafogue with the I'resident of Nigeria

and
other lcaders an arcgular basis is 85 sured

212 Conceptual Framework

i Et‘l|¢_1-g|c,:| Model
X uved o gunde this study is the
The conccpiual framewo

Vculogival Modcl prebenaive health promotiod mode! that ¢s multifacercd. it

The ecaiogical lISM‘ isac change, bohayior and policy that helps individuals 1o

5 concerned unthr m"“"“"f’“‘ib lives (Parry et al [996) e model tnes to adin s

make healthy choxes in - bohavior whach peosides 8 comprebensinve approach (o
- multiple layers ﬂ:::: . envode] offers prosaasing romls In preventing many
-
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The defining [eature

ot the gcological mode]
environmen! and jis

1S that is 1akes into account the ph;sical

At individual nterpersonal, orgunizational,
Foy. ct al 1988).

relationship 10 peopte
commwnity, policy levels (Mel <

At the intrapersonal level are

that characteristics of the
atlitudes, skill.

individual such s knowledpc,
scll-estecrn, behaviour and deve

lopniental histony may at¥ec health
choices (MclLeroy., ct.al. 1988). Implicn

¥ the interpersonal fevel are
foona! and inlonmal social networks and soe

family, waork group and (nendship ne

organizational level, s considerc

the assumapiions thy

1l network support syvstems, ineluding

twork alYect healih choices. At the mstitunonal or

¢ that institutional tactors, fonnal or

nlomwu) rules
andregutations for operation affect a healih chaice ar behavior. The

model also takes ing
account certatn Yactors referred 1o as community

factors which entails the rclationship
ainong organizations, institution and intormal nemork within defined bounderies. ‘The
socin-ccological model recognizes the interwoven relationship that exists between the

individual and their ensironment. While individuals are responsidle for instiwting and

mamtatning the lifestyle changes necessany 10 reduce nsk and improzc health, individual
behavior is determined 10 a large extent by social environmen, ¢ £. community torms
#nd valucs, regulations, and policies




$10 achnow ledpe the existence of Child
. h h\%.alnll Hcl_ﬂ .pro|cct the righis uf thei

i"

ir chaldren,
iies. | ncas nclblibors that the childre

| mq)f_mkb help advocating and
| :l.?ciii'.ofor

N associate witl

ensunng that these nghit arc

inadequate information on child nigin, fn:ldcqun;
B [Protection of the rights of childre

N, weak policies or no
penalty Tar the offenders,

The culumil norms and heliefs as e
children.

ganlding upkevp of

”xf models arc. therefore, dominatedi by a socio-ccological tnodet which
: ?mgr\'cnc, at different levels. The Jane Moore soctaccological model has
s of intervention: the tndividual level, interpersonal level, the rganizauonat
. the &amrmn'n)* level and the public policy level (figure 2 1) (Nloore. 2010)




PUBLIC poLiCY
(\)“of\‘ll state, locat law‘

COMMUNITY
‘enuomhlpa among org.ml‘u%

ORCAN)|ZATIO -
o19amZitans, soqal ""m':;‘::,t ‘"\

: """-""""'_'ITJTERPERSQNAL

INDIVIDUAL (=,

nawledge, o '8
sttltudes, shills \\ 28

‘\t ", .ﬁ‘
Figurc 2.1 Sociv-ccolugical malel For hicalth inlerention
Source: Epldennolary of Adipastty in Childbeanng Ghoanaian Women (Konan,

2010); lealthy Active Oregan (Moore. 2003)
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POLICY LAVIL

INTERPFERSONAL LEVEL o Atstece of wrong rules ond bvws gy

e Levcl of education of paronts child"s sbume
e Fiiends and pears’ paliomn of life, INSTITUTIONAL LEVEL. o Moor S icvnesnation of the cralfing \upe
e Economic factors— povoty sate of the s Bodies cuablished mgainn child’s nght nog W

parcnts prforming 10 expectalion » Poos PABRIY ecant WRmn chumes of

chidd’r righe

o Non-<stsemse of pods) quaeml predispusng
facanes W child s g sbasae WAr obuidd 'y
taerig L chih's ik img, hanins help s

e Punishment for child’'s cight sbusers not well
dciined
e Not all Siate Governument imsplementod child's

ngh laws -
e No legisinlon or ruic 1o cuab thoact of children

sexual abuse

» Poor altituge 10 orgahization of seminars snd
workshops 10 crmpower or enlighlen pa<rds on
child’s 1ight& punishmen attached (o &a abuse,

e Parents’ belicve that there’s no penaity
for whatever action taken againss child's
right

o Beliefthat haresscrs can go unpunished

INTRAPERSONAL LEVEL :

e Beticving that parents’ desire i (

« Parents Bot having acecss to legis
on chiid’s righl e

e Low knowledge of parents on child’s right

COMMENITY VI

Nocay©d socio-culion) sared 1w B «< 90

Nod eviianc of IRive actiomn agmei-obuld s hansray
Vicwing ov concoiving child 'y hackmge < pen of

he right of child.
[ation document

: inci ild"s abuse
« Poor reporting of incidence of chi . »0C tallaad how :
o Agsociation wilh peers that are pronc (o child’s o |.ow awerenes of dcfonsc mechannm e chabd s
(Ticking. wrinal abuoe
R = o [.ow 90C30-ocomum susts of mem)
» b
' d sttilude (owards chikd's right

on of ecological model to kyww_lcdge an

logical model of faciors associaled with
(Oluwafumiia, 201 1)

Figure 2.2 Applicati petpetration of physical and sexual

Adopied from: eco
: 4 inst womien by their Spouses




R — | METHODOLOGY
Mt presents the methodology used Yor the study, The main components of the
chupter include: Ntudy design, description of study are

stwe and sampling procedure. methods and nstrume

a. the study population. sample

nts for datu collection, validity and
refiability. data collection procedure. data management

and limitations of the study.

and analysis. ethical consideration

3L Study Design
The study was a deseriptive cross-sectiona) sunvey designed 1o obtain informaton an

knowledie. stitude and praclices relanine to the rights of children ainong parents

Ibadan North Local Goviernment Arca of Oye Stute.

3.2, Description ol Study Ares

Ibailan North Lotal Govermmment Area (IBN1L.GA) s situated in ibadan incttupolis and o
was created out of the defunct badan Mumeipal Governnent by the Federal Militan
Govertinent of Nigena on 37" Scpiember. 1991, In the north, the LGA is bounded by
Alinyele Local Government. Bt is hounded by Ibadan North Cast and Lagelu 1ocat
Gosermments (n the east. In the west 11 is bounded by Ido Local Government, Ibadan

squlh.\\'cst and 1badan South-Fast Local Guvemmenm Area by the souths.

Ibadan Nonh 1 GA 15 multi-cthnic and 15 dominated by the Yoruha: The Igbos. [-do,
Utohos. DsePts Vg Lious, tulanis and some fureigners who are from Lutope

\

Americn, <aan d ,iher pang of the world anc also restdent 1n the LGA

BN G A belong W, by the BFest oy in West Afried with sbout
1,225,700 population s 11991 census) 2,118.392 (project tigure for 1996 - NI'C,

199¢,), about 2,663,096 was estimated for the ertire Ibadan in 2006 (NPC. fbadan. 2006)
| ;\9 m:m census, @ total e ST of abovt 2.859.853 was esumaied as curren

- h *
B . Froen the
population of {badan land | |
1451 (3A s the second of the Tine-top (Ibadan North-Fast, (haditn Nutth, Thadan South.

meﬂlwmm“ﬂ

| Ibadon, of wluch :

whole 11 local povernment areas i [hadun,

peppectively) major locad govern: kil
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_ lb-nbtn'nr"#c'l?o‘f)'b'ili's with the population of about 308.119 ol Mlales are 152,608
meﬂﬁlcﬂ are 155:511 (Federal Republic of Nigeria Official Gtazene, 2009) There nre
BM'SBQ'IIEI taolities Yike! markets, churches, mosques, oflices. kinancial Instiutiuns,
'%iﬂiﬁi stattons. schoo!S. legal professionals, wellsre organmizations and health senices
(Btﬁh" pr;v’.ic'l and publics). The city 1s masle up of heterogencous populstion ol ditferent
cthoie groups- cutture and way's of ltic. Ibadan Notth Local Goveriment area consist ut
12 wardS- w cach ward having a serving Priwsany Health care centre, with about 150
settlements arcas having the whole characteristics embediled n the escription given

abov'c on 1badan ¢ty (1he wards and their clossiication arg shown Table 3.1)

The UL consists of civil servants, trader, and anisans, whose huginess aciivities are
buymg and sclling of diflerent type of goods, These commercial welivities oscun daily vr

weekly in the markets. Among such markets are Bodia, Yemcaw, and Mokols

This IBNLGA 1s unigue because it attracts o Iasge number of VHealth conters and Climes
in the [LGA. the mnjor onc being the Adcoyn General Hospital owned by the Oyo State
Government, i hiav a tnstemty Centre, Dispensary, Enaronment Health Ut EM Ui
and Oral Rehydranon Thempy (ORT) section. The second and biggest health insntuzion
& this arca is the University College Hospual (UCTHL Ornita.Mefa. These two Health

lnstinions conduct vanous sspect of the both pnmary and secandary {{ealth Care

Delivery Programme



e

ds and their constituent cemmunilies in Wb

adan North Locy|

Cﬂﬂl[\lU\l'l‘ll.\ o

Ml‘vﬂ‘mﬁms Agbadagbudu. Oke Are, Odo Oye
?ﬁ?% Inalende, Oniyanrin, Oke Oloro :

Adeovo. Yemetu, oke Aremo, Isale Al .

lhuti'sbu, ldi Ome. Qje-tgosun, Kube, Ok Apon. Abenla Aling/ Yoral Gurden
and NV A Arca

Bashorun. Oluwo. Ashi, Akingbola, Wkolaba and Gure B

V'Sato

Oke Itunu. Cocuacolia and Oreme)i Arcas

Sango. lokodo

Mokola. Ago Tapa and Premicr hotel Areas

1 Nodija. Secrctanat. Awolowo. Obasa. Sanus

Samonda. Polvitechnic, University of 1badan
Agbowo, Bodija Market, Oju Inin, Barika, iso Patako, Lagos Ibadan Express

3.3,  Study Variables
The dependent vanables of the study wnclude age. sex, mantal staus. leved of cducanan,
religion and arca of residence- while the  independent vanables compnsed of

Paferitifiunsdiii#’ soc!0-domogiaphic  chamcieastics  such as  parents’/guardians’

Aowled ge, attitude and upinian abows child’s rights

Y4 Study pupulation . : SRl e
I teeroductive age residing in ibadan North [aca
'y and wosnen ol TTPIDdKtive 3§ L
The study consisied men

- Goyernunent Area as ! the time of this study

- m Ly I-Hmmewﬂﬂiﬂrﬁiﬂninth




crid

N .
. N i

siding Mn Nwth Local Government Are Y,
ent havingt a child wih age betweenO and 18 vears.
Muticipant gave his/her infonmed consent.

Exelusion Criterin
he exclusion cnienia include:
~ Adolesceents who had not up 10 20 years old

|
2. Paremts who were mentaliy illed or which bis or her health not sound 1o the extem

~ of not recognizing his or her inmediate environment.

'.;:;_ pinle vize determination

|
&

The smple size Jor this sludy was delennined with reference 1o 3 siudy on reproduciive

health rights among heads of households that found that 15% respondents had knowledge

w3 and canvenuions on reproaductive nights (Jegede, 2007). A sample size o1 432 way

ined using this {omular:

Il

1
CIC

N0 = desined sample stz
o = standard normal deviate (1 96) at 95% confidence interval

o = nievience = 158, =015

1p =045
d= Geogrice of desined accumacy e S = 005

\using these values in the formelar




&
: ]

n= |\

e v e
With an estimated aurition of 10%, n = 1959 + 15 - 216

Equal nunther ol respondents (216) was recruited for male

.l | md female parents
resy ectively. thus making o total of 432 respondents th

avwvere mvolved inthe study.
1.6. Sampling Technigue
A five-stage sampling selection strategy was cmiployed to se

studV, ‘The s1ages are described below:

lect reshondents for this

Step' 1 lbadan North 1.GA was stratilicd mto wands based on the level of develapment
This i olved two stages: First the LGA was steatified into its developmental regions (1.

L3 B 4 v
mner-core, tmnsimional and penpheral) and then into its constituent waeds as shown in

table 32

“Fahle 3.2 Desclopmental arcas and their constitucnt wards in Thadun North 1 G A

Developmental arcas Constituent wards J
inners-core 1.2.3.4

Tranwitiona) 6.78.12

Peripheral | 5.9.10,11 |

$1ep 2: Ballouing was done 10 select two (2) wasds from cach developmenial area nuik ing
Rased on the expected sampic size of 432. seventy.two (72) respandents were
: selected {n cach of the six (6) rndomly selecied wanls
' "wﬂim of strects Theee (3) landmarks (schools, Churctres, mosiques, hospitals
|L o ﬂ_ﬂ: m‘mjmﬂﬂiﬁd from cach ward, Then the cesesrcher
o mlﬂlMHhﬂ- whether 1o go nght or leR 28 devermined
ml of the hoad of the bottle. The first street in the direction of the
M '_'h.“h.“ﬂﬂlilﬂW¢I8|m:m
> ““d*.uﬂm repectivety
" “




nof re ; 10N W;
¢spondents: Enumeration was done 1o know the number ol heuses

Mmiake up : |
thal make up a selected street Then sysiematic random sampling iechnique was

. 2. r
uscd Lo select 24 vespondents lrom each of these streets depending on the nuntber

of houses that make Up a street, One eligihle respondent was sekecled per house

Sclection was done altemalively in which a male was seleeted lirst. followed byt

female in that order. Balloting was used 10 seleet o respondent inany house where
there swere more than one household. in case an individunl who hiss been selected

for the study refuses 1o give consent, balloting wias used 1o seleet reglaceniem or

the selection procedure was done in the next house in houses where there wiis

only one houschold.
Step 3:10ul of the houscholds, snowbiall sampling was used 10 Turther select 40 men und
women 1espectively’ who participatest in °'GDs based on the incluston emeriun

sialed above

3.7. lnstruments for ata Collections

Both quantitative and qualitative data collection instruments were used for the study. The
istruments were develapad using information available from extensive review of
Bierature and (nstruments used in previous studics on nights of the chidd {Akengin, clal,
2008: (Mulheron, 2008; Okoye. 20110 The tilial proposal for this dissertation along
wilh the instnanents wis subjecied 10 8 sercy of feview by the rescarcher’s superyisor,

leclurers and studemis of the Depasument of tlcalth Promouon and Education. The
instrument include the following
| Questionnaire A semi-«
obiain information about U 11§ |

* tude, exienl of uwhcallon and (aclors affecting ellective

s of the child The questionnaire 15 divided inlo si1x (6)
implementation nights _

; : A was meed W obtain  information  about  regpemsions
P Wﬁﬁwn I§ comtained questions that were used to elictt infumatton
demographic

knowledge sbest e Rights of the Child. Section C contained
wad 0 Jom el CERPen of respomdents about the rights of

l_.,ﬁ,.“mudmkﬂthIhnlafum

ructiined questionnaire {sec appendis 1) was uscd to
ke of the child from respondents; respandents’

the cluld. Section D

b1



of respondents ipward the Rights of the Child, Section [: cumpriscd of

ucstions
that we )

re uscd 10 determine the exient of application of the Rights of the Child

0 ~ L J‘ ¥ - L
among responcdents. Scetion F was the st sechion 1n the questionnmee and i1

compnised of questions thm were used 1o oblun infonnation on the factors

luniting implementation of Child Rights Laws from the perspective of the parcals

2. Fecus Group Discussian (G D) Guide: A Facus Group Bascussion (FG) fuide

e > D . i . g ,
(sec appendix 2) was developed to cxplore the knowledge, apinion, attiude and
factorv intluencing eflective implementation of the nghts ol the cluld among
parents compnsing of males und [emiles in Ibadan North 1ocal Govemment

Area. Oyo State. The FGD puide consisted of tive (5) questions

AR, Validity and reliability of the instruments

AR Validiy

A drafl of both the G guide and questionnoire was consteucied by cunsulting relevant
litereiure. Corrections on the inistruments wese made before the propesal presemation al
the Depanimental tevel where other lecturers made their contnbutions o cisure the lace
and content validity of the instrument. The insuuments which were onginally drawn in
English were tunlated into Yonsba to caable respondents who do rot speuk English
understund the quesdions The invcstigator who is alsa flueat 1in Yorubo ond English
revicwed the Yuriihs and English versions for accuracy as well

38.2 Rehalnlty

A mupber of sicps Were wken o

study.

First, four expencnced
.memﬁ’"h'uc
. instrumnents prcs W
Md’“ m-ﬂ dm‘d}_m‘mnlmﬂi.bwwmm
focused on the obiec | s it brwing shills and bow 1O roview

ensure the reliability of the instruments used for this

rescarch awistans WETT recruiled for e sunvey A training
scmich Assisants L0 erirre (ha thed had adoyguaie
cormmencement of daw collecuon. The tratung
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a4
Sece nstruments were pretested among lonty parents tn [badan North-|: st | G \

i %‘ J'hﬁ'c. w0 create opporiumty to ascertain the suitability and appropnateness lo
f

i sm!!['t\ons' It also created opportunity for the semoval ol trrelevami questions and
ﬂm that were ambtguous- The pre-test was carricd ot in three contmunities that had
glmﬂaﬁhﬁr:mlcrt:t\es with' the study areas. These communities are dikan, Ayeye, Orig

ﬁci;n ‘l'n Ibadan North-West Local Gevemment Arca.

'-‘ﬂse questionnaire uscd tn pre-testing were coded and analysed using Cronbach’s Atphg
correlation cocllicient Stansucal Package for Social Scicnces (SPSS) version 20, Alpha
(Cronbach’s) s a model of imemal consistancy. based on the average nter.item
comrelation: This was done to ascertam the psychometnc propeties of the msteument

| .«\cco'ri“fmg to this approach. @ result showing corrclation coclficient equal or greater than

005 15 said to be reliable. The resull of the analysis el the doa collected dunng the pre-
test was (), 781 which shows that the instnuncnt ts very refiable. Appropnale revisions

l were also made on the instrumient as necessary before 1t wus fimally used for duta

colleclion for the main study .

ln the same vein. The Focus Gioup Discussion Guide was thoroughly reviewed ta ensure
qulny und. congistency, The FGD guide, was pre-tested along with questionnaire version
in the ssime site Ibadan North-West Local Govemnmen Ared of Oyo Suale. Two FGD
seasicias were conducted, The findings of the pre-test were used 10 make pecessan

: : . The chanpes included removing quesuons that were
‘changes fhr the main stod)

ambiguous and gave difTerent tmerystations and those that had 0o direct beanng 10 the
I

rescarch questions.

| : and cxperts in the PDepantment o)
rescarcher’s SUPETVISON pe

Objective opinions of the

l'hllhrmnunmdumﬂuﬂ*ﬂ'

also sought towards acertuining the validily of ihe
the ool was done 10 ensure reliability of

L3



It Colleetion Procedure

-'._l\{"ﬁn.“ﬁlliun of the Qucsm‘m nnire

¢ | t I

l.hc- researcher’s supervisor, The Yorub

Nt validity by

& version of the queshonnaire was later h.
k-

translated 1o English by another Yoruba language expert. Vi

| isits were ninde o all the
wards in company of 'six rescarch assistants o ey

ablish rpport with them and 10 intimale

them with the study objectives prior 1o interview, The admisisimtion ol Questiomuny

Wis done by the trained six (6) rescarch assistants on parcnts (Wihin the inner eare

lransitory and periphecal of the 1BNLGAs' wanls) that consent to re

read 10 them at the point of interview, While the rescarcher p

scarch cethies way

ainstukingly went through

the filled and returned quesiionniires duily for the purpost ol dati nisnagement (see darn

management below )

Pace-lo-face intenviews were conducted for the respondents in an ensueed confidetsial
location tha s void ©f distraction for the respondents {such as respondents’ privale
rooms, and sccluded places ¢.¢. veranda. open space cic.). The data collection process
involvied the following steps

I Identification / visis (o each of the wards
2. Paming a courtcs) call on the head of cach wands 10 ininaie him abeut the

commencement of the study and to scck for pemission to condisct intervaess

3. Admintstrotion of tht quesionnnres 10 the study pasticipants
4 The questionnaires Was reiney ed from the respondents immeduialcly afier completton

and reviewsd for completeness.
5 1l q'w“:; Were ;dm;mﬂm:d for tno weeks Jung "0 71 20)1
ge score on Child’s Rights

33 levelopmunt of Kouw fed
RE | c nghts of the child was Jeicrmined on an §-paint

L

: - sCINT (% 1] th
w m. wicdg " the ke ieuige scores compriscd questions §2 o
scale. The questions of sttracted & macimum of | point except [
e s coch MW
(LR Cu:lﬂ-lllﬂ‘l 4 knowledge can score 1 points. A summary of



I
) Rﬁmﬂ'cd:& Scale

“ “ﬁtﬁcm‘!ﬂh J Myximan Seyres
2 = f\w{;en 2 Oi‘lnlm“io“n] — | . 1 posings B
‘ » conventions and 1
. ndl *_‘r'l-enﬂes' on the rights of the child
AAbility to mention the correct nume of conventions | =
| | andiecanics.on the rights of the child
{1 D - .‘\Hh’t}* 10 mention the comect year of treaty | K
Ql4 | Awarencss of the Child's Rights AcvLaw in Nigeria | —'1
LQH Ab'l‘hl) 10 state the correet year that the Child's -“-*I- ! -
| Rights Acv/Law came into exisience in Nigeria
QW7 | E=xposure 1o the Nigeran Child's Rights Act/Law 1 .
| ('3._!8 - Reading 01 the Nigenan Child's Rights Actlaw i
_‘r ﬁi‘) — Konowledge of the age ot which child is expected ta |
' express self |
‘T'otn) Score 8 _-i

Based on the scores achicvod on the §-point knowledge scale on child’s rights desceibed

4D the fesd of knowdedge of respondenis on child's nghts was classitied into th. se

including.

Poor knowled ge: scores between Oand 3
bigir knowledge: scores between 4 and 5
M koowlcdge™ scores between & and &

A91.1

Computution of Attiludinnl score

8 litem Litkent walc, Respondents
!ll!ll de 1 wards m ﬂ#ﬂi Wik ﬂﬂilﬂi {n
the rights of the chitd. The 10 statements

-mmrd#ﬂl'“




oin m‘““ltﬂsa Seale

gl: item Mavimum Scares |
= ___mpoints
\sarcd'b'ss of Internationa) laws. conventions und ]
fmgt_’i’ts'on‘ the nghls of the clnld
| Ability to mention the correct nume of comvennons | |
| and treaties on the riglts of the child
Jiﬁil it,\L'ioﬂmcmi“dn the correel year of vealy | p—
| Awarcness of the Chih's Rights AevLaw in Nigen . | 4
..-\'bilit)" to state the correct year that the Child's | y
Rights AcyLaw came ino existence in Niger.
ixposire 10 the Nigenan Cluld’s Rights AcYLaw | 0
Readitng of the Nigenan Child's Rights Act/baw, |
hatowledge of the age at which child is expected 10 [y ST i
cxpress scif’ I
— Total Score ) j

~ Based on the seofes achicved on the 8-point knowledpe scale on child’s nghts descnbed
i

'l'l."*"d", the level of knowledge of respondents on child's nghts was classified anto th oc
Tocluding:

Poor Mnowled e scores between 0 and 3

Falr knowledge: scorcs between 4 and 5

ﬁood knowledge™ >cores betwern 6 and 8

N tation of Attiudinal score
( umpu;ﬂﬁ'i nghts wes ascwsnd on 8 1-sem Likent scale. Respondents’
o towards

mﬂ. o gtatcments relating 1o the rights of ibe culd. The 10 staremaents
:“n 28 4034 on the questicnsire. In compuiay the score, 1 was
5 w;-laﬂﬂlupnmeum“,
W'M-ﬂshuhhndl-pu

WM’#“

j W

At



0 an} of the siaiements did ot pet any

1 geale, 'RcSpondcnls" attitude was classificd as posttive or negali e hased an the
i .
scores achieved on the 10-point guitudis

poinl. A stnmary ol the

12l scale relating 10 the child's nghts described

score between Q) and S were classified as having negptive
atlitude whide respondents with seores that ranged betwe

abavie, Respondents with a 1otal

cn 6 and 10 points were
clsssified as having positive titude.

3.9.2.2. Child's rights practice

Childs nghts practice was computed with an 8-poim scale. Respondents were ished 0
indicale “yes® or "no’ 10 a list of & practices relating to the nghts of the child that they
hine ever applicd- The practices are represented i questions 3510 42\ S’ response
in each of questions 33. 36. 37, 38, 39. 40 and 41 auracted § point while u +no’ response
th question 42 attracied § pont The seale used i ussessing the practice of respondenis 1s

showt in lable 3.5, Scores of < and 24 were considered poar and good 1especlnely

393 Focus G roup Discussien (FGIY)

Since FGD were not conducled in the wards where questionnaireS were adminisiered.
visiis wete pud to leaders 1n the choscn community for the study 10 solicit tor ther
suppon and for smoath running of the Pfocess of data coltection. Fhe focus group
discussions were conducted by the rescarcher and four trained (2 males and 2 females)
fcld workers {2.c. 1wo for noie 1akifiz and two for logistic as well as sianding as wbseners

( LD prisinp & male and a female gfoup were conducled in cach
A 1oual of ¢x 16) FGDIS com

stics usad for the FGDs include Oke Are,
1t tbe LGA . Three coaquaum
denclopunentnl arca 11t |

Yemetw and Total (jm:cf‘ and below and WilaENGs« to pauticipate. Participams were
"y |8 years
havicig children aged

1
leaders. The panicipants were individual ly
help of the compnunmity

o The aims of the study and 1ts benetil the children,
invited a duy belore

| 15 byl the nctual
explained 1o potcntial panicipan
and community ai lange Were fhe discansions were pot disclosed. Informed

T he cnienia for consuluting the FGD Bfoups were p-rents



e conducted in Yoruba. the researcher and three research gssist

wioy ants who
ined lor the purpose

C | «SaL 10 a grele with the discussants in a big sitging
“and hedd the dyscussions. Fach FGD |

recorded on audio apes. w
FGDs were conducted per

1oulll
astedi tor 48 1o 60 minutes. All the 6 FGDs \Were

ith ciach FGD ona Sepurate tape. laheled on the spot, Only wo

day’. Relreshments were served as the discussion progressed.

X10. Quantitative {questiannaire) data mumagement aml an

iy
The investig

ator checked all e adinistered ucsnonnaires one hy one and edited them

for the purposc of cotnpleleness and sceuracy. Senal number was assigned to ench

Quesiton for easy identification and for correct da eniey and analysis. A coding putde

wais developed to code and enter cach question into the compmer lor anblysis, Analysis
Was donc using the Sianstical puckage of SPSS Version 17. Tite data eniered inta the
coinputer were subjected 10 deseriplive (Le. mean and standard deviation) oud inferemial
(chissquase and students t-1¢st) staustical analyses. Finolly infonnativn obined were

summanzed and hresented 1n 1ables and charts

3.14.  Qualitative tFGD) data Analyais
Qualiwtive informatien from FGD jmervicws were transciibed vetbatim (rom 1he 1ape

recordings, transiated nto Eoglish and manually analyzed using the snalysis approach
rec 1 :

hat javolved grouping together simtlar thames i cach twnsenpt and idenislying
i Uialiy found octoss the wasenpts. Quahitative dunt were
interpretaions using descriptive and, where pusuible,

emerpng ticnds and difTerences
presented alongxide quanutabnve
verbatim quotes,

: i ttons
342, fxhical (Toll::l'ﬂ e e e Ethict! Review Comminee of the Oyo
" 4 “ ]

S :Iﬂm.- |
Mm of Health, in the study communitics befare dats collccion

cectives, the voluntary nature Ol pourtscina) vin,
Ll p ﬂ‘h e withdraw 41 any

badan (see Appenidix f11). Community vonsent wag



obtaiy 'lromrﬂ:ﬁu(pnim was kepl
ﬂiiﬁ- form.



CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS

Ihischaper presents the results on (he
it Ibadan North Local Governmen

knowiedge and yuitude oy parents (o child's siphts

Areo. Yo State. The results

| are divided into 1wo
sections ~ results gencrated through the

quantitntive susvey and those from the

i | qualilative
research obtained through Focus Group Discussions (FGDs).

ﬁ'\'c restlts from the quantitatve sirvey are organized under seven sub.scctions thal
include’ socio-demographic characicristics of respondents: uwarencss and know ledge

about child's rights; opinions on child's nghts:. auitude 10wands the nghts of the child
l application o1 the rights of the child and: factors limiting nnplementation ot the clnld

nghts law’. The last section provides resulis on the hypotheses testing lor the study

Findings #roin the FGDs are organized under three sub-sections that include owareness ot
Convemions on child's rights, knowledge about child's sights laws in Nigeriu and

l oPinion on child’s nghts.

| 4.] Socie-demozraphic characteristics of respondents
| Ihe demegraphic characteristics of respondents 15 presented in table 4.1 and figures 4,1,
42 and 4.3 "The mean age of respondents was 44,72 11.567 years with More (37.7%) of

the respondents were in the 4049 age category. Two hundred and thinty.three (53.995)

\ were females Majority {87.2%) were marmed. Mote than half were Mostems {56 3%)

| Mog (4} 924) had secondasy educaiion Majonty (852%%) belong to Yoruba ethnic Joup
of which great pereentage (80 344y of 1he respundents were multt-parrous as the pusnbxr
rangcd batwern | and 12 with a mean of 3.99:1 706 Veny goud

R P | arxd 2 children 1§ I and
. having DTt =< (hily were 18ycurs ©
peicentage (67 $%) reponted

below Mate than hall wese uaders (38.6°
220,000 ¢ 36 1%

o) whose mtathly icome was lexs than
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teristics of the rcx]mlulcms (N=100)

e - ____Ij'rmutncjf Percentage (%)

= 36 X .}
91 211
- 163 32.7
93 21.5
49 113
= 307211 6
mn {+)
37N 372
4 0.9
24 So
27 6.1
tl lanii)r lg“ “2.6
ﬁm 243 $6.3
T Emnul : L.
 Purity
Mchﬂdmn e N
4 children 213 403
-Mdrcn 108 243
. i\d-a above d .
: . : less than I8years
- u : Tfu:?]’dm 293 67 R
;gimn 3und 4 s o

dbove

......






45.0% - 41.9%

40.0% -

15.0% -
g 2 24.6%
25.0% - 9!

20.0% -

12.7%
15.0% - &

:
10.0% - I,II

| 5.0% -
| | " : o
0.0% & — —
No formal Primary Secondary Tertlary
education

=

Figure 42: Respondents’ Jevelof education




17.6%

* Securty, clencg, retiree

Figure 4.3:

Respondents’occupation

&4




Knowledge ahout Chilg's R izhis
| Q-?A\hqtfst of Conventions on Chitg’

Conventions any Lawsy
s Rights
wa'ingx on the knowledge of conventions on Child's Rights among sun'ey respondents

‘are shown 1n table 4.2, The table shows that awareness of international conventiony
treaties on ehild's rights w

such conventions, \V

and
4s poor among tespondents as only 4 (0.9%) have head about

orse still, none {0.0%) respondents wis knowledgenble abowr the
year of comng into cxistence of any conentions on the rights of the child

Findings fram the Fecus G roup Disenssions
Awurencss of Conventions on Child®s Righis

This tesuit from the quantitative was also reflected in the TGP repoit as awarentss of

IMcmattonal conventions on the nghts of the child was poor among discussanis in the
meer-core nrea as o member ot the male and female focus proups hove ever heand such
sonventions, However, almost all discussants v the penphersl and transitional arcas
claimed awareness of the conventions on the nghts of the ¢hidd nostly 10 the radio gnd
tclovizion, None of this proup of discussams had knowledge of the nunes of eanventions

on the rights of the cmild and when they took place

AR, in Nigcria
' - about Child's Réghis Laws in .
e i s on the kpowledge of lows on the nghts of the child
Table 32 highlights survey finding ,
| 5 led about one-1ifth (18.39%) clatmed awarencss
In Nigena. Result shown tn table 4.2 reved
" \ law in Nigena. The ycars of awareness declared by respordents epan
of the chald’s nghts .“1%0 and 2010. However. 71.0% of them specilically: memioned
three decades helweoen ity Righs L i Nigenos The Years mostly declor~d by
i i) € 1060 and 2000 (61 B of which very Tew (2.1'%) of them
U i (y lorty-weven pereent ol of the 76 repondenss who
A ) cowTecl) ¥ .

mentioned year (200  the child's rights lw m Nigeru had seen a copy. Of these,
declared their awarcness o

ead e copy of the child's tights act wholly and paniall
P44% and 54% had :
reapectively (table 42}
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?Wﬁ’ﬁightrhwiu Nigerin

Number o
79 183
353 817
432 100
y 87
18 228
17 s
19 241
18 228
79 100

ol .mi-_‘ff"M)ﬁ_slh"]ciﬂ of Child’s l{i[.'.l“.\' l.aws

S6 7
23 29
79 100

nentionvd correctiy

%9

474
526
10

94 4
100




L Knowledge score on Chitd's Rights Law w Nigeria

fa‘sfd 33 shaws respondents knowledge score on the Child's Rigius Law in Nigerwa
based on Tipninl scate: According to the table, majority (84 7%) althe respondents had
:fwébt ”&Lnb\s'-lcdgt. 10.2% fair and S.1% good knowledge scores. The overall mean

knowledge score on child's rights law in Nigena was § 3323.0 (table - 4).

Table 4.3:  Knowledge score on Child's Rights Law in Nigeria

Knowldgpe score Knawledpe of Clild®s riﬁtl_h} sy

_|_ - - Male (%) Femmle (%) Total {%)
PPoor (B--)) 162 (80.1) 204 (R8.7) Y66 (34N
Fair (S.8) 26 (12.9) 18(7.8) 44(16.2)
Good (1-12) 14 (7.0) §13.5) 2(s.h
Toual 202 (100.0) 2304100.0) 432 1100.0)

FGD repor
To colloborate the abave. is the finding from the 1'GI) where most discussems in all ‘ocus

£I0UPg Aere aware of the child's nght faw 1n Nigena lHowever, none ot the discussants

had correct knowledge of the yeas the law was promulgated- Two nutle discussants in the

, dny caf the law came 1nto existence menhonced
r . aimed knowing the }
peripheral arca who ¢l

1999 was 1ot coincides with the vear of chaciment of the Nigenan constitution




Moean (4)
- 038
4.5:05

~uiain 6:0.0
07418




éﬁorﬂr&ts_-bn the l"i_ghls ot the child including age ut which

€d 10 express their rights, who should be responsible lor
niorcing the rights of the ehild. the rights a child sheuld have, extent
ol the child’s rights and the rights that have been difficuh 1o

Afte a children should be allswed tn express their rights

g Y ‘Ti;f sunvey respondents: about the age 0t which children should be allowed to

| , d l‘_hcql"t rights is shown in table 3.5, About two-third (67 8%) upined that the 13-
A8ycars showld be the upprapnate age group while others mentioned between 1-6years, 7

vears. 19-24years and 25-30ycars as reparied by 11 8%. 8.3%, 10.5% and 2.1%

respondenis respeetively.

able 35:  Respondents® opinion ahvut oke at which children shoull he allowwl

tw express Vheir rights

Number % Z=any
51 11.8 :
36 83

293 67.8

33 105

9 21

432 100 .0




ing the need 10 allow chiid Jeeess o protection

]

1iroko, 11 o ba dugha tan ko 17 e 2bo - sugpesting

! oy g . i
Y€ t0 protect Your child from negative influcnces or beceming what vou
| '|; e

ni went hinvher to be right from q ver) tender age” ~ Another lumale

discussant in the inner-core arca.

; R .' 4 ' '| s W cd ‘" L‘K 3|L'SS hN,]lCl'
1 (1 i_i e 0 ! h tﬁ ] l“ 1' a‘ “htCh 1 Chlld ShUUI’.l m 'ﬂl(l I N |
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15 implementing rights ofthe childdin Nigeria

Survey findings on the opinion of respondents about who shoul
implementing the rights o the
opincd that the goveminent (59.8%) and p

far the implementation process (1able 1.6).

Table 4.6:  Respondents’ apinion abowt wh should he

The community

*Multiple Response

74

snplementing the rights of the child in Nigerin (N=132)

Opinion - = Nmnlw_r
Govermment 251
Parents Tamuly 202
Police 17
Non-Govemmental Organizations ‘.
Children :

d be responsible for
child v Nigeria are shown in table 4.2 Many ¢

spondenis

arents/Tunuly (48.1%) should be responsibie

respoansible for

Yo
59.%
a8,
a4
03
02
0S5



 Enforcing rights of the child in Nigeria
'-'hi\w lindings respondents’ apinion on who should be

) vl responsible for enlorcing the
fights of the child in Nigeria is shawn in table 4 8. :

An overwhehnine majont
| g ¥ (91.0%) of
L the respondents reperied that the governinens sh Q

ould be responsible for enforcine the
fights of the child (tablc ADN. enioreing the

Tahle 4.7; Respundents opinton about who shoeuld be cesponsible for enforeini
child's rights in Nigeria (N=432)

Opinion Number o
Government 83 916
Parents/famaly 52 12 4
Police 49 11.2
Nan-Governmental Organizations 2 0.%
Children 3 0.5
The community 3 0.7

*Multiple Response

Who should he responsible for Implementing rights of the child in Nigerin

It emerged 1fom all the l'ocus Groups Piscussions that the government and the parents
implemenung W@ apghts of the child. However, the
sugPest thar  discussts  placad more

were vicwed as responsidle for
following conuncnts from few Jiscussames
tsponsibilily on the parent®

wfrccnts are the only ones granting ¢
echwation. food d‘mhm;.m!dﬂu-r'

hifdren aciess 1o thetr rights such as

. Female discusgamt 1n the inner-core \rea

seild s o rexer rights & whst the peor ents are able to
i

- '.I‘["'-.I.i 'H .
W hatever Male discussant in the imer-core mrea

provide in their capacit ies”

i W3 rnpnl.l.[hn'uur i providing bavic meceasiliv
s accers of chaldren 1o thair egpluy

— tatied
_!h > qﬂh Wl iy

n



I
s, poor suppl) J-‘pi;a;rbm
ds, p of | ewalter, hoor electricity, covly

alth care semes | :
IF. | =Mul,a-d'qu;uss-qm In the transitionat

‘ vd 4 ol _F . :-L i " igs
. -J f -\J‘.’R‘rrgsgmm?ivhg' «id will do everything w
4 capacity fa ensure satisfaction of the child

- ',-}-‘E" = Futnale discussant m the
Sitlonai arca.

- -

area,

di _
‘ithin

he oxtent to whtch a child is able 1o cxcrene hisdur rights dopends on the
W i e _ : '
. acitres of the parciis. The child has no access ta any, right i the parent does

nothen'e the ncans” - Male discussant in the peripherat arca

Eigh ;;_";h'.rc;'nrufuur-rcuwm':'bmn‘v.s fall onthe parents A fatlver who gnes hurth
- o

o ehild should be able 10 adeguaely meet his e bagic needs The gorernmem

can pust complement the effort of the poarents' - Female discussant in the

‘peripheral arca.

n addition. few discussants identified ather stakeholders W the implememation of iy

of the child including older adults and the chitdeen themaclses. For exampte. o

iscussam in the inner-core arca while supponiing the contnbution of older aduits
..
¢ this comment:

#Parents alane connot aubegraatelV mee! the needy of their children by mast cases,

parvats deperd on SupPvTs Jrom older adulis within the Jomily and it the

commuiity”




. MBS .
ithts of the chil

ents wire dsked about the rights a child should have, a total v

hts emerged (table H!&M‘n‘jori'!y {94,5%) of the respundents were of the
1 even' ¢l 'Eﬂﬂuld ‘have the right 1o edueation, Qther (tequent)y, menmoned
. chilé 1 clude health (42.5%), leam o rade (30.6%), adequete care (75 9%),

(254%), religion (22.3%), treedom of expression (22 3%) monhoring

. J ' - 1"_1:'.

o .

24 ": {0 ¢hts of the child mentiotied by less than one-fiflh vf the respondents are
r ] "I'_ - .
P n | -
Wit 30 able 4.8

'j hie 4. Respendents' apinion on the riglts a child shauld hive (N=412)

e

:..—:;m ‘4 : Number Yo
u_J
-.-r . 179 425
~ Leam a tade 129 306
‘Adequate care N i
- : 107 254
- L0d {ood
L 94 22
Rehgion 3
~ ) 94 =3
- Freedom of expression
. RS ! Ja.
To be manuare:d
i) IR 8
dMe rMnng
. anng 66 157
37 13.5
37 13.5
119 129

: v — y. Protection from scxul abusc. immuniZativn,
. Finance, choose fove, SPE. Wﬁm‘ 1-y;mi.nm. choice of mamagc,
== A d‘ i!d muu y -
protection from ¢

'
Multinde respOt
E & & i =

&k
L T

= q-' :
-,




da

a l
-

_ k_k&nms were asked for their opinion on the rights that children
ould have: There was gprecment among discussants i

‘I'

all group discussions ot a child
access 1o three basic rights tha include og

. & male discussant in the inner
ight lo education said:

ucation, goad food, clothing und

*core arca while jusufyving the unportance uf

A child showdd have educanon 1o any len gth for him/ter s be wsefid luier

l in life for self. the parents ond the comnnmuy at flarse
|

Apant {rown the afore-memioned nghts. the discussion groups were divided in mentionig
| q].hcr- rights of the child. For eximpie, some discussants mt the iner-core and wwansitvnal
| arcas placed more emphasis on the child having access to home irining aceonding 1o the

following comments:

A child acenrdad good huome training witl nat be a prablem o the
parenty in the nearest feture. The parenis will huve peace and res) at the

laver phuse of their ives ~ - Male dixcussant i1 the innet-core arca.

"Good hame training will make the child to be wise, responsible ami be
uble to contribule ap;wo;match- {o issuey in thye sociely. This switl help in

butliling velf-cstecm und conflicnice 10 cope with life challenges — NMale
iiding s¢

discussant in the iransitional arca

onie go & .

he socieh” — Female discussant in
' gangs and becpming g nuisance 101

transitional arca.

: 7 chay the child shavidd have from o very
“Home training {5 o msisr right

I ¢ clldhwoad The child showld be taught how 1o participate i
bl o che house early in the ovorming: kel

.”.'{;. o4 o i:'#' the porents €VTY morning. have reapect kv
daw or prosrele 10 s vl beeping buad compunie:

y clder aubuies o the commuily
-H.wﬂ



- o N
inner-core area nioned religion and marrigge | wo
2 who mentioned religion noted that religion s
|
ic fear of God. One of thein who spoke at length snid the
v
i

paranount right o child shonld have access t

I"T:I mkl\mhl be abediem to oll - the parest, ieachers in
] d 1 achudes within and outside the community In this wav the chld
'*_" ulfitled u commandment of God. Thix will open the doors that will grant

.-I £ . i "
mh f-t_fg‘,'ﬁm'.ts. io ather rights

1
ost male and female discussants in the peripheral area mentioned access ta

'_; . {‘jﬁMﬁg 4 Name, (teedom ot speechs pipe-bome water supply. personal

ygicne and protection from bad fnends-



-l Opinion on Implementation of Child's Rights in Nigeria

Hﬂnﬁm o( respondents about the extent ol mplcmentation of the tights ol the child in

Nigetia is shown in tablc 4.9. Overall, one-third {33.4%) of the respondents were of the

opinion that none of the rights of the child is well implemented. About halY (48, 3%) ol

the remaimng wercof the opinion that education is widely ymplemented Rights to hicalth,

Wie, expression and religion were mentioned by 13%, 6%, 2.6% nnd | 9% respondents

respechively, The rights which respondents perccived 10 be least unplemeited inelude

home training, protection, frecdom ol association, food. employment. care and aitention

Table 4.9:  Respondents Opinion on the Extent of imvplementation of the rights of

the cluld (N=112)
Righyx* N_g\llhtr %o
None b4 334
209 8
Eduenton 0 483
56 13.0
Health
. 26 6.0
life
L y B 16
X Pression
x" R 1.9
Rehgion . '3
Ambic cducation : =
Decision 10 choose e 2K
Othen’ o '

e frecdom of associ1ation, food, employment, care, atiention
1 on,
2. Vome wmnuiz prel

* Aluluple respons<




tmmunization (66.9%%)

difMicult ta implement

Righise

Scxual exploilation
Malircaiment and abuse
child lsbour
Life
Education
Pragection from discrimiastion
Protectian from mallreaimen! and abuse
Adcyuate 1ost
] bealth care
Salc dnnking walct
Nutettigrs s meal

Number

378 (87.9)
375(86.8)
377(78.1)
120(26.8)
25139.1)
318(75.1)
d(80.7)
56¢13.3)
181(40. 7
1 36429.9)
138¢3V3)
26027 1)
M5(702)

Opinion on the Rights of the child that have heen difficult to implement

sblt from table 3.10. revealed that most frequenily reported nghts are protection-

: ':gfnwﬂ"r:{ghis that include protection from: scxual exploitation (87, 5%): maltreatment and
abuse {86:79%): child labour (78.1%); discrimination (754%), and carly mamage
ﬁa}?ﬁ'gfé Wowever, hased on the high percentages recorded in the no resposises it could
e deduced that respondents were of the opinion that some rights of the cluld were well
mplemented e Nipgena. These include aghts 107 adequite rest {86 7°0): o name and

usvonality (72.7%). safe dnnking waler (70.1%5);, nwiritious mcal (69 7%) and

Tablc4.10:  Respondents’ Opinion about the Rights of the chibit dwt bave heen
{(N=432)

%
(12 5
S713.2)
95(21 9)
NAN DY)
181440 9)
L14124.6)
08(13 3)
365186 .7)
251(59 3)
206¢70.1)
294(01).7)
306(72 7)
137(29.8)




1Tixter r1

- ntatinn of Child®s Rights in Nigerin

% Icn,nlntdnshﬁsns*i&aﬁ lovus groups discussions that none of
Wic eluld 1s well implemented in Nigeria. This comne
inner-core area summarized it all:

"'?..S-_'-p'n;" of the righty of the child iv well

convention i Nigetia where the

the rights of
m from a {cmate discussant in the

implenented  Such iy the

governmn only pays W sorvice 1o the

::i:j;?c!bu'mw?du of good programmes and servikees withow  puting
mecc'ssars’ strategi's m place o ensure thal they gt o th, miended
bengliciarivs. This o the case with the  governmem  policy, on
environmental soniaiton which 1s mwffective ay the city 15 as dun, ay 1
wak h&ord the enacnndm of the kanw o eovitronmemal samtation, In ftke

manntr, children are constamly cngaged i lobair work amd traffickong

Hewever, most sliscussants in all proup discussions placed much cmphasis on the fact
that children’s access o the rights 01 free educanon and quitity health care are poorly
Jmpletnented 1 Nigerin, Some comments justiiying this position are represenied in the
following quotcs:

“The much acclulmed free cducaion and health care are not reaching us

Voxt chilidren ure not oble to proceed io the Lniversid: level because the

hights i g0 1thy more expxases I becomes. This éxplainy why most

vhildren dsop ot a4
learn u trude qo ferd for
i scussant 1y inper-core aecdl

R arad secondary level Theae childron Ixsve 10

themelves and, tn somé cases. the fumily' — Male

‘ -k 01 thy uverage Nigerwn child
- b eduction b hoon th et
Mﬂ" for mol hrimging chulk 1o school which i3 o bauy
Children wre seust howms iod by the gV werst (Children oré send hume
“wwh'#l”u- which shosld not be so There wre
jrul_m‘"‘;* s asked 0 puay that have no basis”
severisl miscalians |




1

e
! mrﬁq}bﬂm Leiting
e rich”. - Male discussant

i e

"N

piled tn as respunsibilities in providing basie

tnfr nctires such as goad raad, potable water supply,
ppiv, free education and health care services, which 1

i -"" 'l.\?h- .
W ‘-

sy 10 thei ."lﬁ in thetr capacity - Temale discussant i periphest
i d et

ﬂl{km_ Parenis are the ondy ones giving chifdren
arca.
Al l I

w rights childron are having access 0 depends on the parcnis’

’ C 4% A 3 D) - :. i i &
financral capacity and so vary: from famdy' (o fumddy™ = Vemale discussan




L Attitude townrils Child's Rights
T et
Mﬂmw ten €10) atitudmal statements on the

rights of the chitd thay comprised
':I'Fm'e positive and seven negative stateme

nts as shown in able .10 Based on the

i .
‘positive statements assessed. it can be deduced from the tabice that: two.thirds {66.7%)

‘believed children's rights should be protected for the future of the sacicly as compared o

| 326% who did not agree with this statement: inot¢ than halt (59.7%)

agreed 1w
npbn;ngi'ng ol the children should be determined solelY under the

gwdance of parents
while 38 744 disapproved ol this statement: a majority (74.3%%) ageeed that the con el

‘on the nghts of the ¢hitd is far from achieving its goal in real life white 22 5 apreed tha
the convention is achicving its geal. Very good pereemage  (68.125) suppased that
children should be allowed to express their rights on al) matters that caneem them: An
excellent pereentape (77.8°4) of the reshandents aceemed the view that childeen shoukd
be allowed to know their nghts: those who positively view that effecuve nnplemeniaison
of the child nghts will not result in extreme dcts such as staying ?ul al gk (83.8%):
meost (91 7%4) of the respondents clainied that so far cluld’s nght is nccc;:mbl‘c in theg
culture they arc also bound 10 accePt 1t and almost SAINC PCICERtULe (:)0 f o} franled
child*y rights low should be abolishad . Very signtficant percentage (92 4%+) cefuted tha

N rights lave will lead to morl decadence and 1hat discaptine st home and school
Cs1A S ripehls law

3 ble 4.4
Nigenia docs ot confonn to the rights-of the child (65.5%) (table - 4.11)

1) score on the aghts of the child’s 15 shown revealed that, mos
The overall atitudiun) ¢

164 24} of the responde
the nghts of the child. T'h

siion lo statcments relating 1o
tive atiudinal dispo
nts had post

mcan tot 3! aitiiudinal score was 7.2 « 1.5
c




Af il '==:"-F"f=:-,".'-hrn e s i :
\ttitude of respondents towards child’s rights  (N=432)

-

CE—

Agree Disagree
Frog(%)  Freg.(%)

ould be protected for the futuee of the socicly. 288(66.7) 14:0433.3)
(Fve)

en should aot be allowed 1o express their opinions on all 138(G31.9) 294(68.1)
ces that concer them,

= (-ve)

| sing of the children should be cletennined solely under the  258(50 D740
utdn . f parent/guidance.

e ' {(+ve)

: convention on the Rights of the child is for from aclweving s 111(25.7) 321
al in the real life,

N : (+ve)

Children should not be allowed 1o know their nights. ps 96(22.2)  336(77.8)
S S0 ol L

A".' :
L

Vi ﬁup'lcmcnlaﬁoﬂ of the child nghts will result 1n estreme  70(16.2)  362(%3.8)
18 such as stving out at mghte naking bad fricnds.

s {-\C)
nnot respect . 36(83)  396(Y1 7)
(-ve)

ot TEW . le 1tnmy culture hence | e
C ght is not acceplohle
1

¢ implemeniaton

I of the child’s nghts 1w {n Nigena cannot  41(9.3)  391(90°5)
e ainst the child.
urb alf forins of abuses and maltreauncnts ag -
menicd in Nigena becausc il 33(26)  399(22.4

d°s rights laws should be imple

| leadd 10 mmoml decadencc. (-ve)

[ in N does oot conform to the  149(34.5) 283(65.5)
Nypcns

-#

Ascipline & home and scboo
Tights o) children (-c) -

i - | (+vg) Posithve statemeol
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tion of the Child's Rights

ShOws the result on the application of practices that are related 10 the nights ol

1 npaong respondents. The table shows thar respondents scored high in the

app lhn-of eight statemients thar are related 1o the 1ights of the child asse

ssed by g
‘mnsﬁu‘&} 1% reported that their children have o Sa) 10 Most matiers; 91.49; apply

Im;!isun. on their children to succecd: 89.8% restrict their children on what they are
- a'uo\wri_ 1o do; 92.4% place limuations on the decisions their children are allowed 1w
‘make aboul their lives: 99.9% allow their children 10 choose the carricr they' want 1o
pursues 96 3% put the best interest of their children into sccount a1 all stages wheneyer
| decisions arc taken which hiave impact on the childi 9032 involve cluldien i the

decision-muking process and: 90.3% allow' their cintdren 10 go to schaol

I . 4
Table 4.13:  Applicntion of the Raights of the Chitd amont reshoudents
i Practices Fyer Applivd  Never Applicd totu)
N (%) N (%) N (%)
Tg;“h’mlcn Jo not have a sy 1N mosl maticrs 73t16.9) IIHRIL)  9320100.0)
| lllwa\'s appl\- pressurc on my L'hi!dffl‘l (4] 195(91.4) 37(8.6) 132“00}
ccond,
3 » .
| Slace restrictions on what my children arc  388(89E) A0 432(100)
ahowed 10 do
| 92.6) 3U7.4) 4320100)
I there 18 limitation on the decisions M children o
~ 2eallowed to make.
N they 410(94.9) 25 D 4320100y
I Lallow my childien w choos< the carmen
i hmm o mccoutt $16963) 1637)  432(100)
ke the best interest of M) childrep §nte S50
. 'ﬂ mw d-udﬂ!ﬂ are being
| P o a0 ) 42iv 7) I 100)
| mvolve my children 0 "‘““',',"" :
L m“m*d $A9.7) YOO 1) 4120100

W prw' =

_—



I‘h - -
Ly -

ghus ol the child among respondents is shown in
“ ' -*#W1Mprowdcnts-hml good scorcon

> child sﬁgqﬂ’bﬁﬂl‘l&‘swifs with the mean apphication

icalion seore

i Number A
— 399 024
| 10 33
6 [.4

5 432 F00.0




& clfective implementation of e Child®s Righyy 1w amung

ng ¢|~f’qﬂwc implenientation of the child® s nghts law iy Nigeria {rom the

M: ol sunvey r '
& Y respondents are shown in table 4.15. The laclors mentioned in

mananade disasier (97 2%),

pe
anking order inelude cconomic  situation (97.204),

vemmm (92.5%), ethnic conflicts (83 6%), poor cnlorcement by regubutony’ agencics

H)* lack of knowledge (78.1%). lack of pumshment for otlenders (75.9¢ 0),

soeienl
jﬂues and norms (71.:1%) and rcligious views of parents (57.2%).

A
i‘aﬁ" 4.3 Factors linnting effectin'e implementation of the Clilil®s Riglits Law

among respondents
Factors Nuuher %
- Government 394 925
lZcononic situation 415 972
Socictil values and norms 304 Tt
Religious vicws of parents M 572
- Poor enforcement by regulatory 334 782
BRENCIts
! f.ack of kovwledge '23: 3.
Exnic conflict 4 :j z: Z
I Mansmude Jdisastes
Lack of punishiment for offenders = e
f s
i’” report uplhhﬂﬂﬂ" with the report gotten from FGD. It
i!ﬂmhrimlhc above the was also (except the male petipheral group) that the

grope
mﬂluw implementation of the child’s nghts
in MMII
only factor I

[ i all these groups include the following:
e s LA



llllﬁiwd the  constituenc Vo allacation  fyr

thi -
$ trea” — Male discussamt in the Icansiiongl

ment doesn’t pay yalary regularly, So howe wili purenty by
consistent in granting childron access to their righes " - Malo

l-ll NEr-COTe arca.

discussant w

govdrmment ix responsible for the gap besseen e rich and the poor,
- Which is reflecied in the difference i the quality of education regelyed
Pereen children i the private amd public schools™ - ienale discussant

10 the transitional area.

"The harvh economic sitnation n the couniry which iy caosed b_l hext
governance has Joreed parcoty 10 work almost throughowt the day 1o muet
hanandy at the harmeapfont As a rosnlr, mtost pardies don't heve e for
praper upbritiging of their children. They' only' meet in the mormng and
the cluldron might have slepn defore the pordis reurn fase m b ghs

Thix iy dungeraus and s a cause of expasiere o} childran o vermms forms

of ubuses - fFemale discussat penphenl arca

“The unempdoyntctst raic the country is hich Bk parents are nos

swarking tn some sitaarions which limnt the ubtlisy 1o meet the needs of the
.

Jumit ™ - Female discussgt inihe iAncr.cofe 33

mnnm:ﬁﬂﬂ‘"’
| lﬂﬂm"‘!ﬁl"h‘ cllecuve B2

| e A Kther who
# h“"*mjﬂmm T

- Il_,,ﬁM#*F"‘"

. u-ulurr“
]

iry the male peripheral goup who opined that the parent
unplemerustion of the nghts of the child are
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Hd care in most homes iy Placed on the mother alone

ability of wonten when it comes 10 uphriging of




 hvpithyes o T -

ypatheses testing are shown below.
There is no significant association between demographic
characiensiies (scx, cducation, parity, locariin of residence and

inconic kev'el) of respondents and knowledge ol eidd’s eugies.

% " T .
R +* 130 b . |. . 1 " . vy F e ok
\ssu between demuographic charicteristics of respundents and wwareness nf

“hild's Rights Law in Nigeria
':__‘ tnowledpe tevel of the nghis of the child aivong respontlents was tested i thive
VOYS 'i\c\ui'lng awareness snd knowledge of (the child's nghts law in Nigeria snd their

- mean knowledge score as shomwn intables 4,17, 4.18 iiid <11 9 respectively.
I

Socio-denmographic characiensiics: sex. cducation. location of remdence aml income leve)

cept punty of sespondents were ial isticalls sigmificam to awareness of child’s rg hts faw

K "igcrizi o this study s were shown in able 41611 con be deduced trom ibie tabk tha

G140 A ' et is Campuiied
more males (29,1%6) were aware of the child’s nphis low in Nigen ampared 1o the

among females {p=0.004). Signiticamly, ey c] of awareness of the
(27.7%) and above were more betier than

(4.3%) {p=0.000). Respondents’ tha

7% recorded
espondents  with sccandany educalon

nondents who lud priman education and nonc -
| 1 soheral of the sty site (26.6%%) were hener aware of e Child’s nighis: law
ded in penpher _

2an those who Tved in fnacr-core. (1l

g% of Child’s Rights Law

|h'.~ 1000)  Aswarene ) Ed

LI

6%) and wansitionsl (13471 arca of resd.ence
was more pronounced among respondenis
lowts income exne s (p=0.000) tiable



vo

NSSOCINtINR jyetween

awirencess of Chld®

\'ariable

—

demopraphic charucte

S RIS Law in Nigerin

PISGES of responde nts ;d

Awarcnesa of Child's Righty |

Mate

Female

Total
L.evel of education
Pnmaty’ or no education
Secondary ind above
Total
Parity
1-2 children
3 or more children
Total
Region of residence
laner-core
Teanvsmonul
Pen pheral
Total
locume fevel
Less than 320,000
&N26 000 and above
Total

Yes

N (%)

18(21.1)
310133
79( 18.5)

7(-13)
72(26.6)
79(138.3)

19(22.9)
57(16.3)
76{18.7)

22{11.0)
23(180)
34{296)
T91183)

| 6.6
38(20.0)
S4(16.3)

| *“.ﬁih al 3% fevel uf s o5

Wl

Nigeriy

AW 16

('Ili-sl!u;nn‘

)

No
N (%)

151(75.9)
20%(86.7)
353(81.5)

15:4(93.7)
1073 )
353(81.7)

6:1(77.1)
292(83.7)

116(81.3)

167(88 4)
105(82.0)
811763}
ISM81.7)

226(93.3)
1 52(80.0)

277(83.7)

—————

Totnl
N (%)

199(.46.7)
233(53.3)
A32(1110)

161(3%.2)
271161 8)
$32(100)

83(19.3)
349807
432(100)

189(43.8)
128(29.6)
115(26.6)
432(100)

Pevplue

¥ =%403
dt'= |
P 0,004

X =33172
df = |
p -~ 0000

2= 199
dl= ]
p=017¢

£ = 135.386
df =2
p U(Kx)o

242056,0) ¥ =~ 70443

19(44.)

dr=1

$32(100; p = 0 000"



N between demographic characterisiios
Ilﬁﬂ« ﬁ_ﬁihl‘s Rights law' camie iny existence in Nigerig
The results of 1he findings on 1cs1 of hypothests beiwe
{seX, education, parity,

of respondents gnd Knowledpe of

en demograpliic characieristics
area of residence and inconre

level} of espondents und
knowledge of child’s rights law in Nigeria are shown in 1ab

¢ 4.17. The chi-square resuly
revealed that more of males had good Kknowledge of child's nght law (18.2%) than thar

female countesparts (p=0003). Simlacly, respondents with at east secondary education

ad ahave {19.2%) were significanly mor knowledgeable than those with a st

H . - . arca ol residence was signssicant!s associaed
primary cducallﬁn (250|°) Lp_o 003] .\|50‘ arca of residence was SIBII“ cantly assog

] * o " L] Y - ) A 2 3%
with knowledge of child's rights law as respondents from penipheral regions (24 3¢
Weie more knowledgeable 1han 1hose from inner-core (9%) and transitional (8.6%) areas
(p=0.000). In addition, respondenmis”™ income Jevel was signiticamly assoeiated witls
Knowledge of the child's nghts laws as significant difterence exist between respondents
knowiedge o 4 B

3 » carming tess than 20,000
) | 0 and above (16.3%0) and those caming .
with monthly of 820,08 | :
: t . ; nms parity an
{p*0:00.9. [ fymever there was no significant associalion beiween respondenis’ p
PH¥UOL4. Lvwe

' ' apc 0 06d)
knowledpe of year Child's Rights luw came into existence in Nigena (p
OWIcdpee of ¥ . s

¢ > = e
. the hypothesis which soys there 15 associntion between
' resu
Based on the chi-square

. . .c
L

- lc h L)

(ai) to reyec! celanonship between respondents
e we

1ed whil i o
= Of year
panty und knowled ge of )



ble 4.17:

Astotiation hetween demographic churacteristios of respendents and

know ledge of vear Cluld's Rights baw came into existence in Niperin

Variahle Respondents had knowledge of yeitr  Chicsquare
Chilel™s Rights Law cie into (1)
exisiencer in Nigerin
Yes No © Taml Pivalie
N (%) N (%) N (%)

Sex
Male 36(182)  163(81.8) 199(46.1) ¢~ RS0y
Female 20¢8.8) 213(91.2)  233(539) dr=|
Total S6(100.0)  369(100.8)  432(100.0) = 0,003
Level of education :

Prmary ot no education 402.5) 157(97.3)  161137.2) X =24476
Secondany and above $019.2)  219808)  271162.8) dJf~ |
Total se(133) 301862y A3(1N0)  p - 00u3s
Parity ‘

1-2 chitdren 13(14.6) 71(85.4) 84192) ¢ =01360
3 ot more children 420120 SOfSEr SAMHE 4=
- cq12.5) Y875 43201000 p 0349
Regiun of residenct ) 19391 0) 18%438) 2 =18015
Inner-core e 117001 4y  1281296) =2
{nsational :;:f:;i $9(75.7) NS266) p=0000°
;'::::"‘ﬂ’ ;ul b MbETO) A3UNRD)

Incutne level i) 2339631 342 5. £ 20,10
Laws thian &20,000 em  1SAEED o480 drel .
K000 and sbove -.m!.:lt wa(90.7) 43210 p 0004
Teta! - — : '

S grilican a1 % level of gl

9!



There

is al -y . -

NO significant associavon between demographic chaincterisiics (sex
L] L . - l :c‘.'
education. parity, location of residence and income e

“ vel) of respondents und (heir
oPinion about the rights of the child.

Assaciation between denographic chareteristivs (sey, educatiun, parioy, loeation of
risidence and income level) of respondents and opinien e child’s right 1y

The results of the findings of hypothesis testing beiween demographic charactensiis
{Sex. eduvanon. punty. location of residence and inconie levcel) ot respondents and their
opinion on the ape at which children should be allowed 10 express their nghis is shiown in
1able .(8. According 1o the table. respundents’ socio-demogeaphic characierisiics: like
sex, education, panty and income level except location of residence were net statistically

significant: gender (p=0.489; level of education {p=193), panty (p=0.169), and ynconie

level (p~0.037) while location of residence (p=0.037)

Bassd on the chi-square resull. the hypethesis which says there 15 no ussec1alion detween
dm\ogmphic charactensics (SCN. education. panty and income lev ¢l) o) respondenis and
oPinion on ate at which children should be allewcd o express their nghts was therefore
accepied (p>0.05) while hypot hesis swlement relating 10 ussociation  beiween

resPUndents’ location of residence and opinion on child” nght was not accepted (p<0.05)




Table J.18: 00 .
able . 18: Associutinn betwieh denupraphic chapaeterist

IS (seX, cducittiop,
PATIEY,

location of residence sud ipenme Jeyel) of respndents

and

epinion on child's rght Law

Variablc ABC at which children should he (_lu_\_t'_u:m_
allowed 1 exproess their riphts R
_ —=T2 WS (1)
18yuars Abave Totnd vyl
| anud helow I8yemrs N.,)
N(%) N( %)
Male 155(77.9)  24022.1)  199(46.0) ¢} =0 003
Female 1I81¢77.7)  S2AM3)  233540) dy'= |
Total A6(87.7) V6(12.3)  432(10h) p=0498y
Level of cducation
Pamary or no cducation 135(90.0) 26116.1)  161(37.3) x'=6654
Sccondary and above 198(86.3) 73(269)  271(62.7) df=|
Tatal 333(87.9)  99(12.1)  432(100) p-0010°
Parity
~ Y
12 children 68(91.9) 15(8.1) 33(18.1) x =2957
95(130)  34KHK19} df = |
More than 2 children 254(87.0) { : e
Votal 322(88.0) 110(12.0) 432(40) p=0.

Kegion of residence Py 28(14.8) 189%16.1) f 8.901

Irncvicore 988} 7) N4 128309 di=2
ITrnwsmonagl £3(92.1) 1328 9 11522.9) p=0.012¢
Tutal

loc leved - 7) MNAS60) r=4d4319
v leve (1Ea87) 124502

Liess dhuats 20,000 o) IMIS)  IPNSSE) df- 1
K R20.000 and abeone 11;n1.‘l 162137%) 432(100) p =000U
Total | :




soctalion hetween demougraphic characteristics {ne, ¢ducation, DAY, areit of
residence ;ind inconic level) of respondengs

and gpiniun g inpleimenting child's
rights lawsy

The wsults of the lindings of hypothesis lesting between de

(sex. education, panity, locauon of residence
opinion of respondents that the governme

nghts of the child are shosvn in table 4,19

nogruphic <haracteristics
and income level) of respondents and the

nt should be responsible [or mplenenting the

{hc result gathered from the ¢ hrsquire on the two variables compared revealed that apart
Itom socio-deniographic chaacleristics like cducmion {p+0.001), location of ressdence
{p=0:000) and inconc level (p=0.002) of the respondents which were stotstically
Sigm'l'l cant 10 respondents’ opinion on inpleinenting child's mghts Taws should be by

Govemmient. others; sex (p=0.180) and ponity (p=0.332) werv not significant (table 4 0}

Hased on these results, the null hypothesis was rejected m nespect of the former while

accepled sn later vanables




: " " [= e » » » .
hlt' !Ij‘!: Assocation hetween demographic curacleristics (sev, educsvion,

parity, area of residence and income level) of respondents und wpinton

on implementing child's riphts Isws

e — =

Virtable

Government should be responsible

for imblementing child's vizhis Lo

— s

Chi-square

h'_"'l

Yos N(%)  Na N(%) Total ,\T(°/:)—  Pavalue

Ney
Male 107(53.8)  92(16.2)  199(46.1) 3P =2 840
Female 131(61.8) 89(382) 233(539) dI'=)
Total 251(G0.5)  164(39.5) 43210 - 0180
Luvel of cdduciation
Pamany or no education 110(68.3) -18(298)  161(373) x° = 14306
- - “ l’ -
Secondary and above 138(30.9) 133391} 2TM627)  dr= |
Tetal 248(60.2) 16339.8) 43201000 p - 0001°
Iarily : ’
: 247(62.4) 149(32.6 e r.
Total
Kegion of cosidencr 3010 VES) 189443) £~ 199812
R aagn wssg) N6 118205 42
ptfional ooy 103900 115262 ¢ 0,000
Penpheral eyeyy)  1SICOD: 433(J00)
Toul ot
Income level 136(56.2) 332(56 0) ¥ =8.4%
1< 43.8) - _
Lews ety W 210, (600 g S042)) (o430 df =1
| S « 0.002¢
1334 0.0 3U00) P .
:m?m-ﬂ r ausem MUET
wia L —
1 L .‘.- . ' m ml 0{ “-‘

L b



Association hetween demopgruphic

characteristies (sex,
residence and jncome jev

ducating, purity, location of
cl) of respondents und opinion (lut parcnt
responsihic for implecmenting childss riphts s

The results of the

shoulil e

lindings ol hypothesis tesiing beiween deinographic

characlerisiics
| fsex, educimion. panity. location of residence and

mconie level) of respandents and the
opinion of respondcents that parents should be responsible feor

anplementinie the luwy
relating to the rights of the child are shown in table 4.20

The chi-square table shows that significant associations exist between gender (nale
34.3%. femate 40.5%: p=0,002): cducaiion {primicy or none 39, 1%, sceundury and gbove
19.5%; p0.008): arca of rcsidence (inner-corc. 21°%%7 transitional, -I8.4%. jxripheat,
86.1%: p=0,000). incomec (lrss than ™20,000 15 3%. N20.000 and shove 33 79,
p=0.00MM and autcibuting he responsibility of iniplementing cltld’s nghts kaws 1o pagents

Hosmewer, there was no significan( association Between puriy and opinion that patents

) s nyhis Ap*0 447
should be responsiblc for iinptementing child’s nghis laws (p }
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parity, location of residence and incowe level) of respundents and

reported application of the child’s rights
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€ Charneterisics of Respandents

L sy el marital status of respondents are reflective of the incluston
i the study as Rescarch Assistants specifically demandod that
s heeve o child defined as 18 years old and below eriterion
_; . W wvond “don't know™ or “not applichb e’ respanses which oy insalidate
R w—— m“ range of respondents fepresents (e tertility penud for both men and
= e onEmple, WHO (2001) gave the cmid-bearing age of women 1o be |5,
wiEh is representod by 67.2% of reapumients in this stindy. Moreover, the
bt 12 8% of respondents were aged SOyears and above further confitmed men
potemt beyond this age ringe (Ayranct cf ad. 20100 Al (JOO%) of tye
 have been mamied &t one time This s bovause a man or womin with a child

w0 be smarned according o the Yoruba culture

were mostly Muslims (563961 of Chrigiianys (42,6%5). Thts 15 becanse these
masor rehigous groups L 'V"g“"l Moreover, majority of the sefpindent¥ are

snducted in South-Westem reBadn uf the countey which

because the study was O
d by Yo' mhabiiunty, The gt that other 1nbes indluding Ibo (11 3% ard

. communitics sugges! e Exidtene ol intes-tntal
43 weze reported in the %y
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8 on the Rghts of e child with which tindings

of this study coudl he
_.r__d, _;,‘ m\e in Nigena. However, a recent report by Okoye (2011) reporte

-_r-_—_-f-- e ehild s riBhus act in abowt 3
e h " & thied 132%) of adults used as respondenls i

T | -ﬂh‘Pl"' Similur finding has been documented in other human ogbt issties
g the child. For cxample. Jegede 12007, unpublisheq document) wha stadied
% &itiiude, and opinion of household heads in Ibadan reported o low Jeve] ut

- r

———
_—

[l | F -
e oy M

T -y -

ESS. (0%N) on reproductive héalth Jaws. These findings arv wurmisame because
e make denisions or choices will largely depend on level of tdividun) awarencss

. Biddlecoom and Kaona. 2000} Awareness should begin a continuum of
PrICCEsC: {incloding knowing where snd hoving aCeess 16 correct inlommation on the
_ Prights act, ability 10 Citrectiv nictpret such infonmatan, availabiléty of resources

o a crah 2 envirgnment) Giat should be put i place 10 ensure the obsenvance ol the

L= X
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__hll of gn2ITncss on the vhild's right displaycd by respondents 10 this study hns

sstions on the obsenance of its DroviSIons among respondents. This opinton mght

e dhamed by other scholars who belicved that one of the problems why' i1 15 difficuly to
flomen: e child's oght act IS

Bob '\lmucl explaioed that the Chuld's Rights AQ has

because people are not aware uf the &t nor do thiey
the Dircetor Creneral of the Legal

- im M. ﬂ’ o 2 BEPANCE qincce its domcsicaon because sf o
od sllficecst gwascacss of lack of wdaaanding and (ull appreciaon
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Uch as early marriage) with religious and cukural waditions in some

¥ stalied the Tirsy Passage into law' in 1993 (UNICEF 2002), .
A€l was recently passed into law in 23 oyt of

(UNICEF, 2007). Third. the Federal Ministry
ome of the xcy challenges n the effectiy

parts ol

cond, the
the 36 states of thye [edeintion
ol Justice (2008) summanzed
¢ dissemination ol the provisions of the child's

e K lude the in uliti-cthno-religious-cultural character of the Federation, low level
|15 [

cy and high percentage of poverty and poor budgetory allacutions 10 moin line
I]{F Nes and apencics. Fourth, Ajavi and Torintiro (2004) reponied that upan trom Aelay

i passing the bill by the stales. one of the magor constraints why people do nol have
S A
nowl dge ol the Aet. s lock of appreciation ol the fights of children by the civl

o

‘populacc, & problem according 19 the repont that s larscly aitnbutable 1o the country’s

~customary traditions and religious valucs.

' ights of the child 1s not bisnned 10 Nigerin
However, the jow level of awarcness of the rights of the it ‘ o
Iéc ding 10 the Society for Children and Youth 1" Bnush Columbia Canuda (2011),
B cording 16 : . =
- Lo B - v, Thercfore. there 15 need for public
Ferrcm'l'l\' it Incking at all levels in most so€iety.
LUAE : .
IR muign to i powcrment are built. This 15 becsuse grealer
. ng and emfjronc
foundation on which understanding
W’N swareness can iead 10 -
. sactive respo
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political will. impleinentanon and niontenng,
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T o advocoey by adult members of the

well being (Soticly for Children

how to go about achicving the goals of the
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ol the chitd's tights aci through education

inton on the rights of the child

* ORiNion of respondents as assessed in this study' relers 10 their beliel thought, views

Funderstanding with regard 10 the rights of the

child. Findings reveal that the opinins

espondents about basic provisions of the child's nght act were Eyvourghle o s

ot Cf-"i For example. majority (90.5%) correctly stated that the age 1n which chi ldyen

should be Wljowed to express their nghts ranged between | and 19veaes T age range 1s
y ne with the definition of a child as stipulated in the child's nghts act ( Njemika et ol ,

2-005}.-S]mi|mly, most respondents identiticd the govetminent 1o be responsible far the

lcineniation (59.8%) and enforcement (91.65%) of the nghts of the child ‘thig
I I%ding Suggests thal responderits acknowlcdge the stewardship roles of the gos t‘mmcnl
Ad suppons the suggestions thot the implementation of the child’s nghis is first und
foretiost the responstbility of the state (Federal Minisiry of Women Affar 2005:

/1 : it {" the stoic 10 creale canbling
~Zennattien 2010). It is the ultimate tespansibility o

eovironment with a supportive legal {ramework to cnable child’s nghts work. for
ent wi

* example, UNIC Y (2007b) reported that for the purpesc of guaraiteeing and promoting
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- is s¢1 lorth m th

_%t o urcnis and Icgal g\m!dlaos
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I.' & : ] mnkcd sccond amo >

the care of s mifily, the fact that the parents

the care of children. Simihirly. {dentified by resPOmdents 13 in recognilion
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WILUOR (Okaye, 2011), Education (04,59
W entioned which was tollow ey hy health, (42 594
™ W:{d.m. eeligion (22.3%3). Ireedom of o
:.j:~ b - ].1nrlhtn arder. {hese nthls are
o Mnate Y tights. However,

2), ackesate
\pression (22.39%) and
mainty d;-nluhma.nml puriicipmian
I the perlormance of respondents in Inentioning
._. e ' ENS was poor. lor example. 30,6% mentioned 1he child should have the
llmde. while insigniticant Proparton reported pratection of the child Tromn
mding reveals a knowdedye AP on the rights ol the chill, with a likelihood
} I practive among respondenis Just as Okoye (201%) posited 1hat y
ko understanding of Aghts are far bess likely 10 take advantage ol it or he

wcseis of its violation.

Ponden. . vicw of the poor stote of protecnon nights was further emphasized when

mm (87.6°): maltrestment and abuse (86.7%); child labour (78.1%);
m 3 (75 .4°4): and early mamage (70 2%) were 1denuitied as the nghts that are

ﬁmkmtcd in the country. Also disturbing 15 the opimon by 33.4% of 1he
s that none of the nelis is widely inplemented n the country. Again. this

ﬁ supporied by Akwaia et al.. (2010) who belicved that the right of the cluld #s
&= for granted in Nipena
xstos Fn informmed the position of respondents on the protection-related nights
Kt <
d i 2 wody Lactman ct al (2002} found thas one ot the challenges fucing child
a v
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ce and attunment of gouls of the child's rights. Therefore, sccording
Kk T974) respondents witl requine lide cues in bnder Lo adapt the

respondents’ knowledge level and snimde 10wards the nghts of the child
i with literature and contradicts covnmon belief 35 one would expecl

b between the twa variahles ¢ poor awarencss will ncganvely allect
% the child's rights. This finding suggests thal other factors come into ploy
the anitude of respondenls towards some provisions on the niglus of the child

rescarch suggests that people are more likely to hear and gersonalize
aned #hs change thgir sttitude and belaviours. if the messenger 1s & peer and
| and presgure (Milbum, 012 Stoanc and Zimmicr 1993). Tience.

o that Feoondoni Were secessable o information an the nights of the child

!l wsurces such as [ﬁendg,-parcnu.rclati\'cfand ncighbuurs,

that socio-cconamic stafus as measured by income level

of the study shows
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4 ﬁ-hhhuﬂmmwa this finding

d w mﬂ there is tendency tor respondents 10 oversrepon
W‘ this finding is eRcouraging and s an indication

WU roles in the implementation of't he Nhis of the child proviged
| environmient for them 1o do so.

1 g effective implementation of the Child's Righus Law
hﬁg effective implementiicn of the nghts of the child from the

o the respondents reveal socio-ecanumic and politcal factors that can be

acoountabiiity, transparency and good gavernance. 1hese tactors have been

3 sesponsible for preventing etfoctive implemeniation of issues that will
_-.-. mpact on the fives of people m Atnca (World Bank 2003). The disiribution of

e and resources s uncgwl and it depnves the excluded groups of the
By te asoess civil, political, ad cvonomic mechanisms fo improve their stat,

_2005)

Ministry of Justice Repart (2008) teported that froverly conststulcs o senous
' : 'n Nigeria, Poverty explains the pumerouy
the health of women aid children 10

| ‘smrasonal deficiencies ieading to ditferent kinds of discases especially ainony
= This led 1o the introduction of the National Food and
‘womcn and children

P {icronutricits Deficicncics and
| Guidclines on V

 Pollcy 200] and the Nations

- a4 2003,
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N m_ MIZation: Yogramme:,
™ hmmwm-:o, biliboards and newspapers. |
- .m& placed on whu consiitutes this body o rights, the
e ons and u'nmu, Target gruups would inclyde Parenys, guardians,
- - A enforcement agents. Other health education strategics thag may' be

imerpersonal and group communicatiun which mav cniail orgamzing
o &"ZSMJM-.

To achieve

2 of the nghts of the chyid and the prevention of their violatlons arc issucs
! exiensive legal and policy reform. Iezilth prymotion iniencntion straicgics
building alhances wilh as many people as possible so as 10 create o
- = fow policy change 'This may be faciliated through meetings and seminars with
NSNS heads by working wath grougs 1o which they belong. With this, people can be
SEeE and poblic arccaire built so that many people will contact decision.majcrs (o

8 and implemcnt policics in favour of the nghis of the child. 1 may also entai
of rallbes and W10y of advocucy: leticts calling for policy change on child's

Conclusion
. titude of parenis towaeds the nhs of the child

"8is sty described the knowledge ad ol
- { oca) Govemment Area of @yo Stutc. l'indings revealed 1hun
= gc of the rights of children, The Federal Gover™ment

w4 : uste knowled
B o = inndequadte g 3 v’ th comprehensively sifeguards the rights ol
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TR Mmust ensure the: cstablishment of the
Lare Centers and allicd homes mus b estab
8e At in all the thre tiers of Government especial

Famsly Court, Child Minding,
lished asd provided for under
. 321 the grassroots.
above msututions must he wellequipped and theie officers teuined and
: R cemunkerated - Govorument should cnlighten the public about the ayht
m Specificaly . the traiming should be cxtended to lacal Ieaders lo know
.—E“m and responsibilities: and to enforee govemment $aws and policses
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APPENDIX 1
QUESTIONNAIRE
VLEDGE AND ATYITUDE OF PARENTS TO CHILD'S RIGIL'S IN
IBADAN NORTH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF OVO STATE.

AF Respunclents,

day. | am Opgun Millicent, o studem of the Deparintent ol Ifealih promotion and
_"‘“‘“ﬁo": Faculty of Public lealth. College of Medicine, University of Ibadan. Ihadin
P purposc o this study is to learn from the Parents about thest knowledge and atinude
o the nghts ol the children. The findings of this study will help to Turther advacate for
e {fiipicmcnta!ion of the Child’s rights by policy makers @nd cnhance the protcction of
%@ chiliren's rphts.

Al information provided will be trealed with utmast confidentiatity, Fleusc give your

" : . : n
honcs1 resPenses (0 the questions. Thank You [or your voopcfatio

Qugstion humbere—-—-

DATE. s

-

Seetiyp
I

Az Sociv-decmogpraphic Characteristics

Sex: 1, Male £ 2 [female -
ol yWirs)

How old arc you now? .....oe--
‘ e o

What religion do you praclice: | : adiioon

. Chastinnity Pt L Mushim ] -
4. Other (specily) oo 7

What is your marital status? 3. Sepurated 3

3.
. Married [ 2 Divoreed - e
ML e~ Yes Q 2. No D

Widowed. ]

tlow many children
Of these, how many we 182 .
Which cihnic group deyoY e 3. isyss ]
l. Yoruba (] 2. Ibv

4 Qther gapectfyd -
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education

2 Primary 3. Secondary [
S. Other tspecily) ..

e

BEFESE S o ¢ 5aus

_ " -
Léo youdo tor a iving?

wh do vou camn per month?

A AT L YN T Y

WiRre do you five?

." F'-' * Awareness and Knowledge about Child Rights Laws
| ATE vou anare of any nternationsl laws, convenhions and treatics on the nghts ot

Bechld? 1. ves 2 No [

- N Question 14

m’? meotion e ifeatics vou knaw and the year it eame IIo existence

&‘f of treatv/convention/law Ycar

Are you swase thete 15 8 Chitd Rights Act/Lawtn Nigeria?
3

B Wes 1 = M -

1. Yes, wholly Jould be nllcmed to Cafiress thesr
ldren
higk M

M the srithts of the ¢hid”

hjn pj:' ;f_':j 3, Pallee CJ
| gEEL hild ]
E! 3_- (N1 Cj 4 Children T

1



ng the rights of the child?

= 3. Patems/family  T7J 3, Police [Z]
‘ emmental Organizations (NGOs) 4. Children [
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APPENDIX 1T
FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION

ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TO CINLD'S RIGHTS IN

IBADAN NORT N LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF OVO STATE.
‘b"“"kcmﬂndcnm,

Good day-

RNOWLEDGE AND

I'am Ogun Millicent. 3 posigraduate student of the Dcepartment ol Health
Memotion gn(l Education. Faculty of Public Itcalth, College of Medicine. University of
thadan, (badan, | am conducting in this community 10 genete infomation on the
h\ﬁ\\'!cdgc an¢i atthiude ol pirents 1oward the Rights of the Chitd. | atso want to conduci
WMe mare open-ended interviews with you 10 develop a more in-depth understanding of
“hat pusents know: and think about issues regarding the nighis of the chitd- Yon have
¥aluable nsighis on thesc issucs and ! want to encourage you 10 speik as opealy and
frecly, o pussible. All imforimation provided will be treated with nnunost confidennality

) . | : L
Picage yive your honest responses 1o the questions. 1 hiank you lor your cooperaison

understand by the Rights of the € hild? (i'robe for: the exanples of

1. What do you
y sbout the Righis of the

the Rights a Child should have; the sources of infocrnation

Child: the age achild should be sllowed to.exercise histher nghts; who should be

responsible (or iniplemenng the Rights of the Child: the rights children are

this comnmunity: the rights children ure not having access to la

iving nceess to |
" Sy mit the access ol Children te their Rights in this

this communily; the [netors that §

community’)

violation of the Rights of the Child? (Prubx fot:

fthe Riglis ot'the

faciors lhim predisposc childeen 100
n whose rights ane maostly

Py 1and by .
2. Whitdoyou undees Chitd: which 1s most commonin

examples of the vialaions o huse or viofation

this community and why; the

' ) “childre
of their rights in s communiity. the proupis) ol <hi

stolared in this communit} )
d treanies on the Righes ot

| crenFes an
imcmational conferen .
= ties on Child Rights

: ther
3 Are vou 3WAIC s

he Child? (Probe (or, numes of Inteniational €0
the “ "
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Ars: some of the provisions of these confercnces/treaties: the sources

ation about the conferences/ircaties)

What is it catled and when was made it made into law?
Whe wus responsible for promulgating the Law'?
Have vou scesvread it before?

i i Right 1aw
What are your sourccs of infosmation about the Chiid Right 1.an

Nigerin?

p . “hi 7 . te ented 10
T hat extent are the TOVisiOns of the Child RthlS npicm
O what €

Nigena?

Who should be responsible fur imple S
I]CCII Ve ,mplcmcmn

What are the barmers (0 €

0}
the Lassv in ngc(m.
Law 10 Nigena?

cenhing

Child?
5. ‘\’hat 1S your altitudce 1owards

Should a Child be Bllowe 5
What effects Would the nghh ol

\\'hm CnCCl\ \\ould the Ry
3 V¢
What cffects Would the citectd

%)
Chilg have on oug culiure

the Riglus of the -
e aher aghts .'
d to know h'zh-'d have On discipline a1 home"!
l future of the child?
Rights of the

1
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9. is there a Child Right Law in Nigeria?

10,

I yes,
vkt
(X,

X.

X1,

X11,

N,

Niv

What is it called and when was made it made into law?

Who was responsible lor promulgating the Law?

HMave you seenfrend it before?

\What are yYour sources of informiatien about the Cinkl Ragln Law in
Nigera?

To what extent asc the provisions of the Child Rights implemented
Nigena?

Who should be responsible for implemennng the Faw i Nigena?

What arc the barricss 10 eifectnve timplainentation of the Law i Nigenia ?

What is y-our attitude towards the Rights of the Child?

\ -
\'l.
Vit

S\

Should a child be allowed to know his/her nghes?
What ciYects would the Rights of the Chidd have on discipline ai home?
What cffects would the Rights af the Child have an the luture ot the child?

Wihat effects would the eftective implemeniation of the Rights ot the
Child lave on pur cutture?
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