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For t h e f i r s t t i m e in h i s to ry , r ap id , on - s i t e m a l a r i a d i a g n o s i s 
e n a b l e s h igh ly t a r g e t e d d r u g a n d i n s e c t i c i d e u s e 
Becton Dickinson h a s developed the most potent diag-
nostic weapon yet to b e used in the Assault on Malaria 
the Quantitative Buffy Coat method of detecting blood 
parasites — QBC The QBC Malaria Test provides 
markedly increased levels of accuracy and sensitivity 
Simple-to-learn. portable and cost-effective, the QBC 
Malaria Test w a s des igned to enable nontechnical 
health workers to test large numbers of patients rapidly 
right m the villages 

Rapid i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
Even m a patient seriously ill with malaria, less than two 
percent of all the red cells may contain a malaria para-
site Using the conventional thick-film method to detect 
such a small pe rcen tage of parasitized cells requires a 
highly skilled, trained microscopist who must look at up 
to 300 fields on the slide To diagnose a negative, the 
examination time of the usual 100 fields in a thick film 
may be up to ten minutes per slide With the innovative 
QBC method, no more than one minute is required to 
diagnose a negative 1 Positive spec imens are apparent 
almost instantaneously' 

U n p r e c e d e n t e d s e n s i t i v i t y l or ear ly d e t e c t i o n 
The QBC test is 100 times more sensitive tor low-level 
infections than the thick-film method. '* In clinical 
studies in malarial areas, it has proven to b e over eight 
times more sensitive2 The ability to detect lower levels 
of infection enables doctors and health workers to diag-
nose and treat the disease earlier in its course 

E a s y - t o - l e a m , t h e QBC Malaria T e s t 
c a n b e rapidly p e r f o r m e d by n o n t e c h n i c a l 
h e a l t h w o r k e r s 
Unlike Ihe conventional thick-film method, the QBC 
method is extremely easy to learn Health ca re workers 
can learn to process and interpret QBC tubes on-site in 
less than a day4 Revolutionizing the efficiency and im-
mediacy with which diagnoses are made. QBC makes 
it possible to enlist the support of a much broader range 
of health workers in malaria control programs 
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