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Permit us to s h a r e wi th y o u r n u m e r o u s s u b s c r i b e r s a n d r eade r s 
our exper i ence o n s o m e f ea tu re s o f c e r e b r a l v e n o u s o b s t r u c t i o n 
(CVO) and id iopath ic in t racran ia l h y p e r t e n s i o n ( I IH) ( p s e u d o 
tumour ce reb re i ) w h i c h c a n be u sed a s a d i f fe ren t ia t ing 
feature. In the last 2 yea r s , w e have e n c o u n t e r e d four pa t ien ts 
with supe r io r sagit tal s i n u s t h r o m b o s i s (SSST) , all of w h o m 
had severe p h o t o p h o b i a in a d d i t i o n to the d r a m a t i c onse t of 
headache , d ip lop ia ( e s o d e v i a t i o n ) , a n d p a p i l o e d e m a . All the 4 
patients w e r e c o n f i r m e d to h a v e S S S T by M R I a n d ang io-
graphic s tud ie s . N o n e of t h e s e pa t i en t s had py ramida l 
weakness in any l imb o r c o n v u l s i v e s e i zu re s . T h r e e of t hem 
had diplopia ( e s o d e v i a t i o n ) d u e to a b d u c e n palsy. N o n e of the 
patients with I IH , that w e h a v e s e e n s o far, c o m p l a i n e d of 
pho tophob ia , e v e n t h o u g h they had all o the r fea tures o f ra ised 
intracranial p r e s s u r e a s pa t i en t s wi th SSST. S S S T is a 
recognized c a u s e of p s e u d o t u m o r c e r e b r i (1 ,2] . Pu rv in and 
co l labora tors a l l uded to t h r e e c l in ica l p ro f i l e s that a r e related 
to the m e c h a n i s m of o b s t r u c t i o n . T h e first of such prof i les is 
sudden and s e v e r e h e a d a c h e , d ip lop ia (esodev ia t ion) , and 
marked p a p i l l o e d e m a in pa t i en t s su f f e r ing f r o m intrinsic 
sagittal o r la teral v e n o u s s i n u s t h r o m b o s i s . Such d rama t i c 
p resen ta t ion they c o n c l u d e d s h o u l d al low di f ferent ia t ion f r o m 
IIH. In v iew of o u r o b s e r v a t i o n , w e would like to add 
pho tophob ia a s a d i f f e r en t i a t i on fea tu re . T h i s is an unusua l 
p resen ta t ion in I I H . We a r e not aware that pho tophob ia has 
prev ious ly b e e n o b s e r v e d in pa t i en t s su f f e r ing f r o m cerebra l 
s inus t h r o m b o s i s . 
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